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PRESIDENT’S MESPRESIDENT’S MESPRESIDENT’S MESPRESIDENT’S MESPRESIDENT’S MESSSSSSAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE
James W. Jennings, Jr., VA

Since our meeting in
Portland, Steve Enochian
and I have represented
ADTA at the annual meet-
ings of IADC and FICC.
Jerry Weedon attended
the Insurance Roundtable
sponsored by DRI and
Tony Tunney attended the
Corporate Counsel
Roundtable as well as the
DRI Board meeting in

Lucerne and the DRI Products Liability seminar for
European companies in Brussels.  Ahead of us this
fall lie the Excess and Surplus Lines meeting, The
DRI annual and board meetings, and the ABOTA Civil
Trial Practice Roundtable.

Among the issues which are on the agendas of
all of the defense bar associations are the judicial
selection process, multi-jurisdiction admission to
practice, and multi-disciplinary firms.  Also, audits
of defense counsel fees at the requests of insurers,
the tripartite relationship, and requests for propos-
als to defend actions are still significant issues for
ADTA members and remain on the agendas of the
other defense organizations.

ADTA is working through its committee struc-
ture and in conjunction with other bar groups to
advance the interests of our members on all of these
issues.  We have created a committee on the judi-
cial selection process and are working with DRI,
FICC, IADC and Lawyers for Civil Justice on this
issue.  Additionally, emerging concepts of multi-
jurisdictional admission of counsel are having an
impact on trial lawyers who move from state to state

and on lawyers who deal with out-of-state counsel
in cases in their home forums.

Internally, ADTA is creating a committee to in-
sure that our continuing legal education program at
our annual meeting is certified for approval in all
states where mandatory continuing legal education
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is required.  We realize that for attorneys in those
states which require continuing legal education, the
ADTA annual meeting should be the place to ac-
complish all or part of the required course atten-
dance.  Also, Steve Enochian has proposed creat-
ing a committee on marketing to assist ADTA mem-
bers in developing marketing plans.

In this connection, Jerry Weedon is the chair of
the CLE program for the annual meeting in Savan-
nah, Georgia and his committee is developing a
program focused on practical pointers for use at trial.
The CLE agenda should be complete by the next
edition of The Association Press.  Also, Dick and
Maxine Harris have planned an outstanding con-
vention for us, which in addition to our usual dances
and outings, will offer us many opportunities to see
inside the historic homes and significant buildings
of Savannah.

We keep in touch between meetings through the
Association Press, which continues to grow with
Gordon Broom at the helm, our web site, which is
presently undergoing a major revision with im-
proved services for our members and better ac-
cess for the public, and ADTA Talk, which is judi-
ciously used and not abused by our members.  It
seems that our members are in constant commu-
nication through e-mail and the network of ADTA
members remains strong.

Our membership level remains healthy and
Steve Crislip continues to do an outstanding job as
our membership chair.  Member recruitment must
continue as a high priority for ADTA.  Since we have
an exclusive membership limited by geography, it
is important to keep the available jurisdictions filled
with outstanding members and this is a job for all
us, not just our state chairs.

The smooth operation of the organization re-
mains in the capable hands of Lynnette Baldovin,
Ed Curran and Jim Gauthier.  Each deserves our
thanks for their commitment to ADTA.  Their con-
stant attention to our daily workings is very much
appreciated.

In closing, let me ask that if you have an issue
you want The Executive Council to consider, a
project you think we should undertake, or a com-
mittee on which you want to serve, please corre-
spond with me.  The Executive Council meets on
November 15, 2001, and will consider issues you
place before us.

ANNUAL CONVENTION INANNUAL CONVENTION INANNUAL CONVENTION INANNUAL CONVENTION INANNUAL CONVENTION IN
PORTLPORTLPORTLPORTLPORTLAND – RAND – RAND – RAND – RAND – RAIN?AIN?AIN?AIN?AIN?
WHAWHAWHAWHAWHAT RT RT RT RT RAIN?AIN?AIN?AIN?AIN?

James L. and Veronica Hiller, OR

This year’s annual membership meeting was
held from May 2 through May 6 in Portland, Or-
egon.  My wife, Veronica, and I and Steve and
Francene English had the pleasure of being the
convention hosts.

This year’s meeting was a smashing success.
Portland is a great convention city, with the only
uncertainty being the weather.  We must have
prayed hard enough to the weather gods, because
we had only about five drops of rain over five days,
with lots of sunshine, and temperatures in the 60’s
and 70’s.  The 115 ADTA plus members who at-
tended the meeting left this great northwest city
with no appreciation of the talk about how wet Port-
land can be.

The convention was held in the Benson Hotel, a
historic hotel in downtown Portland.  The Benson
staff did a superb job.  Our professional convention
planner, Peter McLean, told me that the conven-
tion staff at the hotel may have been the most pleas-
ant and diligent hotel staff he has ever worked with.

As usual, we had a chance to meet with old
friends and make new ones.  All of the social ven-
ues turned out to be better than expected.  The
President’s Reception was held at the Benson Ho-
tel on Wednesday night.  Tony and first lady Patty
greeted all of the attendees as we all enjoyed
“heavy” hors d’oeuvres and a cocktail.  Suffice it to
say that the food was not standard hotel fare.  After
the reception, there was no need to go out and have
dinner on our own.

Thursday evening, a reception was held at the
beautiful Pittock Mansion, a turn of the century pri-
vate mansion perched on a mountainside overlook-
ing the City.  Once again, the food and wine were
marvelous, and the setting served as a beautiful
backdrop for the wonderful music of classical vio-
linist Aaron Meyer.

Friday evening, we decided to take advantage
of the Willamette River and a charter cruise trip on
the spacious cruise ship, Portland Spirit.  This ex-
cellent sit-down dinner was followed by the music
of the steel drum band Sam-Bam-Boo.  By the time
the boat docked, everyone was on their feet.  The
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For those who did not want to travel quite so far
on Saturday, there was a trip to two Oregon winer-
ies.  This may have been one of the few events
that did not work out just as planned.  However,
when our lunch did not arrive, we quickly ordered
sandwiches and had a wonderful picnic at one of
the wineries.

Several “unplanned” events also highlighted the
convention.  On Friday night, after the boat ride,
we set an ADTA record for attendees at the hospi-
tality suite.  It was rumored that we actually ran out
of some of the liquid spirits we were stocking.
Many attendees commented as to how much they
enjoyed the restaurants of Portland, walking and ex-
ploring the streets of downtown, and hiking on the
walking paths in the parks and on the riverfront.

This Portland Convention was years in the mak-
ing.  While some among us worried that our mem-
bership would hesitate to travel so far, the conven-
tion turned out to be a social, educational and fi-
nancial success.  All of us who were involved are
glad we were able to share the City of Roses with
our colleagues and friends from all around the coun-
try.  Special thanks go to Tony and Patty Tunney to
co-hosts, Steve and Francene English, Doug and
Lucy Houser, Lynnette Crebo Baldovin, and Peter
McLean and his assistant, Anne Alford.

Last but not least, thanks to all of you who at-
tended.  I speak for all the convention hosts, when
I say we enjoyed planning and putting on this con-
vention.  We hope you will return to the Jewel of
the Northwest – Portland.

See you in Savannah!

JENNINGS ELECTEDJENNINGS ELECTEDJENNINGS ELECTEDJENNINGS ELECTEDJENNINGS ELECTED
PRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENTPRESIDENT, WEEDON, WEEDON, WEEDON, WEEDON, WEEDON
MOVES INTO CHAIRSMOVES INTO CHAIRSMOVES INTO CHAIRSMOVES INTO CHAIRSMOVES INTO CHAIRS

The annual meeting of the Association’s mem-
bership was held at the Benson Hotel, Portland,
Oregon, on Saturday, May 5, 2001.  Following the
recommendation of the nominating committee, the
membership elected officers for the coming year
and the 2003 Class of the Executive Committee.
James Jennings (VA) was elected President, Steve
Enochian (CA) President Elect, and Jerry Weedon
(FL) was elected Vice President.  Jim Gauthier (NY)
was re-elected Secretary and Ed Curran (CT) was
re-elected Treasurer.  Adrianne Baumgartner (LA)
Lou Leonatti (MO) and Dick Harris (GA) were

festive spirit carried on into the night at the Hospi-
tality Suite at the Benson.

Our final social event was the traditional Satur-
day night black tie dinner dance.  Our venue was
the magnificent and exclusive Portland Golf Club.
The salmon was prepared the special Portland way
and was fantastic (by this point, what did you ex-
pect?).  The musical group Design had everybody
dancing until we all reluctantly had to leave.

Oh, it was not all just fun and games.  The CLE
program was chaired by Steven Enochian.  He was
assisted by Daniel Formeller, Duane Grummer and
Glenn Morgan.  On Thursday, Carroll Dubuc spoke
about mediation and economist David Knowles
presented an intriguing talk about economists in
the courtroom.  On Friday, we had a revealing mock
jury presentation in which actual mock jurors were
examined and analyzed by jury consultants, Sheryl
Willert, Gary Gwilliam and Joseph Rice.

On Thursday morning, many of the spouses at-
tended a fashion show put on by a local boutique –
The Mercantile.  On Saturday, members and
spouses alike listened to John McShane, who
shared his life’s experience and gave us advice on
how to keep some balance in our lives.

A surprisingly large number of players – 48 –
participated in our golf tournament, held at the Re-
serve Golf Course, home of the annual Fred Meyer
Challenge.  I suppose no one will be surprised to
learn that George Walker, with teammates, Steve
Enochian, Steve Tervooren and O’Neal Walsh, won
the event.  But you might be surprised to learn that
Bill Staples won both closest to the pin contests,
with the long drive for women going to our new
first lady, Anne Jennings.

This year, the tennis tournament drew about 20
participants, who played a round robin on the in-
door and outdoor courts of the Multnomah Athletic
Club, one of the finest private athletic facilities in
the country.  The overall winner was Gary
Clendening.  A fun time was had by all of the ten-
nis players in this not-so-serious tennis tournament.

The optional tours offered a variety of experi-
ences for our visitors to the great Northwest.  On
Friday, three buses traveled up the Columbia River
Gorge.  Lunch was served at the famous and pic-
turesque Skamania Lodge.  Saturday, a trip to the
Oregon Coast was hosted by program co-chairs,
Steve and Francene English.  This was a wonderful
trip, with lunch, kite flying, beach combing, souve-
nir shopping and a spectacular view of the famous
Haystack Rock.
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elected to the 2004 Class of the Executive Com-
mittee.  Gordon Broom was re-elected to the 2002
Executive Committee to fill the vacancy created by
Jerry Weedon’s election as Vice President.

The new Executive Committee members join
Bruce Keplinger (KS), Lou Scofield (TX), Class of
2002, and Dan Formeller (IL), Duane Grummer (CA)
and Glenn Morgan (VT), Class of 2003.

The 2001 Class of the Executive Committee
members, George Walker (AL), Larry Fisher (IN)
and Gordon Broom (IL) were recognized for their
three years of service to the Association.

EXECUTIVE COUNCILEXECUTIVE COUNCILEXECUTIVE COUNCILEXECUTIVE COUNCILEXECUTIVE COUNCIL
ELECTEESELECTEESELECTEESELECTEESELECTEES

RICHARD J. HARRIS, SR. (GA)RICHARD J. HARRIS, SR. (GA)RICHARD J. HARRIS, SR. (GA)RICHARD J. HARRIS, SR. (GA)RICHARD J. HARRIS, SR. (GA)

Richard J. Harris, Sr., is
a senior founding partner
in the law firm of Brennan,
Harris & Rominger LLP of
Savannah, Georgia, an 11-
attorney defense trial firm
concentrating in all types
of civil litigation through-
out Southeast Georgia.
The firm was founded in
1982 by Dick and his part-
ners, Edward T. Brennan,

now “of counsel” and formerly the firm’s prime
member of ADTA, and Richard A. Rominger, a new
associate member of ADTA.  Before forming their
own firm, they were partners in the 100-year old
firm of Adams, Adams, Brennan & Gardner, a large
general practice firm in Savannah, where Dick had
been managing partner.

Dick, a “transplanted Yankee,” was born in up-
state New York but migrated to the South at an early
age.  He graduated from Emory University in 1960
and the University of Virginia Law School in 1962.
He is a member of the American Bar Association,
State Bar of Georgia, Defense Research Institute,
Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute, Savannah Bar
Association, Georgia Council of School Board At-
torneys, National Council of School Board Attorneys,
and American Judicature Society.  Besides his bar
activities, Dick is the past president of the Kiwanis

Club of Savannah and a past lieutenant governor of
the Georgia District of Kiwanis International. He is
a member of the White Bluff United Methodist
Church, where he is a Trustee and Past Chairman of
the Administrative Board; he is also a Past Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees for the Savannah Dis-
trict Parsonage, United Methodist Church, and is on
the Executive Committee of the Savannah District
Methodist Board of Missions.

Dick has had over thirty-five years of trial expe-
rience.  He has represented insurance companies
and their insureds in many of the state courts in
southeast and middle Georgia, and the United States
District Court for the Southern District of Georgia,
and has defended numerous state and federal work-
ers’ compensation cases.  He has also defended
racial and employee discrimination cases and also
regularly handles commercial and real estate liti-
gation matters.  In addition to his civil defense prac-
tice, he has been the School Board Attorney for the
Effingham County School System for over 25 years.

Dick and his wife Maxine have been married 11
years and have five children and four (soon to be
five) grandchildren between them.  Maxine is a pro-
fessional musician (piano and pipe organ) and an
avid gardener.  She is active in the League of
Women Voters, Oglethorpe Business & Professional
Women, American Guild of Organists, the Coastal
Democrats and the Spanish Moss Garden Club.

Dick and Maxine will be hosting the annual ADTA
Convention in Savannah next year (April 10 - 14,
2002) and are looking forward to showing some real
“southern hospitality” to a record number of mem-
bers and their spouses.

ADRIANNE LADRIANNE LADRIANNE LADRIANNE LADRIANNE LANDRANDRANDRANDRANDRYYYYY
BABABABABAUMGUMGUMGUMGUMGARTNER (LARTNER (LARTNER (LARTNER (LARTNER (LA)A)A)A)A)

Adrianne L. Baumgartner
was born and raised in New
Iberia, Louisiana, which is
in the heart of Cajun coun-
try.  She is the oldest of
Dianne and Alfred “Smitty”
Landry’s eleven children.
Her father practiced in New
Iberia for 50 years and six
of his children followed him
into the legal profession.
Both her father, Smitty, and
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her brother, Edward Landry, who practices with his
father, are members of ADTA.

Adrianne graduated cum laude from Newcomb
College, New Orleans, in 1975.  She graduated
from Tulane Law School in 1978, where she was
a member of the Order of the Coif.  Upon gradu-
ating from Tulane, she joined the law firm of
Porteous, Hainkel, Johnson and Sarpy in New Or-
leans.  The Porteous Law Firm was established
in 1928 by William A. Porteous, Jr. and F. Carter
Johnson, Jr.  It was one of the first firms in Loui-
siana to specialize in insurance defense.  Today
the firm’s practice includes general civil and com-
mercial litigation, maritime law, arson defense
and estates and trust law.

Adrianne was given a file to try ten days after
she was sworn in.  She has not stopped since.  She
was made a partner in 1984.

In 1982, the firm asked her to open the firm’s
Covington office.  Today she continues to manage
that office and its five attorneys.  In addition to
Covington and New Orleans, the law firm has of-
fices in Thibodaux and Baton Rouge.

Adrianne and her husband, Robert, have been
married 20 years.  They met in Minneapolis at a
deposition of a major case involving a grain eleva-
tor explosion.  At the time, they were both young
associates of their respective law firms assigned
to assist in preparing this major case for trial.  They
found themselves together in many depositions all
over the country for several months.  The rest is
history.  Robert was an attorney with Exxon for 15
years before recently leaving to try new endeav-
ors.

Robert and Adrianne have four children:  Sam
(18), Maggie (16), Will (13) and Luke (10).  Her fam-
ily is an active group and particularly like fishing
and hiking.  In addition to being a managing part-
ner of the Covington office, handling a full case load
and raising a family, Adrianne loves to cook and
travel.  As if she did not already have enough to
do, Robert and the kids gave her golf lessons for
Mother’s Day.

Adrianne has served on the Board of Directors
of the Louisiana Association of Defense Council
since 1986.  She currently serves as the Secre-
tary-Treasurer.  She is in line to be the President of
the LADC in 2004.

LOUIS J. LEONATTI (MO)LOUIS J. LEONATTI (MO)LOUIS J. LEONATTI (MO)LOUIS J. LEONATTI (MO)LOUIS J. LEONATTI (MO)

Lou Leonatti is a mem-
ber of the firm of Leonatti
and Baker, in Mexico, Mis-
souri.  The firm and its
predecessors have prac-
ticed law at the same lo-
cation in Mexico, Mis-
souri since 1868.

When you mention the
name Mexico, Missouri
everyone wants to know
how the community got

its name.  There are two versions.  The more cred-
ible story is that Mexico was established at the time
of the Mexican/American War.  The founding fa-
thers thought the community would achieve rec-
ognition by using the name “Mexico”.  The second
theory is that there was a crossroads sign indicat-
ing that the country of Mexico was to the south.
For Civil War buffs, Mexico is known as the com-
munity where Ulysses Grant received his army
commission.  It is also the resting place for twenty
German Union volunteers who were placed back-
to-back and shot by the forces of “Bloody Bill Ander-
son”.

Lou has an undergraduate degree in History and
his law degree from the University of Missouri in
Columbia.  He served on the committee of the Mis-
souri Bar which published “Evidence Restated.”
This is a compilation of the Missouri rules of evi-
dence in the format of the Federal Rules of Evi-
dence.  He has also written several chapters in CLE
Publications for the Missouri Bar.

In 1992, he was nominated by President Bush
for a seat on the United District Court for the East-
ern District of Missouri.  His nomination reached
the Judiciary Committee but was not processed
because of the presidential election.

If anyone has read the recent biography of
Abraham Lincoln, you will note that the author de-
voted considerable space to Lincoln’s law practice
and “riding the Circuit.”  To an extent, this practice
still exists in Central and Northeast Missouri.  Trial
lawyers will cover a territory within a 60 – 120 mile
radius from their office.  They will drive from their
homes on a day-trip, appear in court, answer the
docket, take care of motions and then return home.
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They deal with the same trial judges and usually
the same trial lawyers in various locations.  This
requires professionalism and integrity.  Because of
the wide variety of cases on the docket in these
rural jurisdictions, lawyers must develop a mutual
respect for and trust of each other and the trial judge
must be able to rely on your legal ability.  If you
cause the trial judge to be reversed on appeal, he/
she won’t forget it the next time you appear in their
Court.

Lou and his wife, Alice, who is from Dallas,
Texas, have been married for 30 years.  They have
three children; Christie is 26, married, a registered
nurse at Childrens Hospital in Columbia, Missouri,
her husband is a police officer and they have a son,
Ethan.  Their son, Andy, 22, recently graduated from
Creighton University and lives in the Seattle area.
He attended Creighton on a golf scholarship.  He
secured a summer job last in Seattle at a golf course.
The only person Lou knew in Seattle was former
ADTA President, Doug Hoffman.  He e-mailed Doug
and Doug assured him that Andy was working at
the right golf course since Doug’s partner was the
president of Overlake Golf and Country Club where
Andy worked and Bill Gates is a member.  Their
other son, Daniel, is a sophomore at Westminster
College and enjoys vocal music.

Lou concentrates his practice in personal injury,
medical negligence and the employment and regu-
latory problems associated with municipal corpo-
rations.

FROM THE CITY OF ROSESFROM THE CITY OF ROSESFROM THE CITY OF ROSESFROM THE CITY OF ROSESFROM THE CITY OF ROSES
TO THE “GARDEN OF GOODTO THE “GARDEN OF GOODTO THE “GARDEN OF GOODTO THE “GARDEN OF GOODTO THE “GARDEN OF GOOD
AND EVILAND EVILAND EVILAND EVILAND EVIL”””””
SAVANNAH WELCOMES
ADTA 2002
Dick and Maxine Harris, GA
2002 Convention Hosts

What could be better - a resort with a golf course,
tennis courts and spa AND, only a short water taxi
ride away, museums, shops, restaurants, pubs and
the largest national historic landmark district in the
country!  At the unique Westin Savannah Harbor
Resort on Hutchinson Island in the Savannah River

the ADTA has just such a site for its 2002 conven-
tion next April 10 - 14.   Savannah has been ranked
as one of the top ten U.S. cities to visit by Conde
Nast Traveler.  Le Monde calls her “the most beau-
tiful city in North America.”  THE BOOK (Midnight
in the Garden of Good and Evil) has further en-
hanced her mystery and charm (although it did con-
siderable damage to a few local egos).

The format for the meeting will follow tradition.
President James Jennings’ reception Wednesday
evening will be on the lawn at the Westin facing
Savannah’s Riverfront Plaza just across the river.
There will be a spouses’ brunch on Thursday.
Thursday evening we travel down river on the Sa-
vannah River Queen to historic Fort Jackson for a
low country boil and oyster roast.  Friday brings a
cocktail reception at the Telfair Museum of Art with
dinner on your own at one of the many nearby res-
taurants.  Saturday features our traditional black-tie
dinner-dance at the Westin.

There will be optional tours available on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday afternoons, including a
“Midnight” tour, and tours of the Historic District,
Ft. Pulaski/Tybee Lighthouse, Mighty Eighth Air
Force Museum, and Wormsloe Plantation/Isle of
Hope.  Savannah is a great walking city so bring
your hiking shoes and plan to explore the Historic
District on you own square by square. The weather
will be great in April and the azaleas and camellias
and other spring flowers in Savannah’s famous
squares should make a self-directed walking tour
even more enjoyable.  For those who would rather
ride, there are horse drawn carriage tours and trol-
ley tours available.  Plan to visit the Ships of the
Sea Museum, the Savannah History Museum, the
Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum, and several of
our wonderful house museums, the Juliet Gordon
Low Birthplace, the Owens-Thomas House, the
Andrew Low House, the Green-Meldrim House
(Sherman’s headquarter during the “War of Yankee
Aggression”), the Davenport House and the King-
Tisdell Cottage.  We are also considering a Dol-
phin Watch cruise and one or more salt water fish-
ing expeditions. The ocean is only 15 miles away.
We are also exploring suggestions on other activi-
ties.   None of our tours will involve long bus trips
out of Savannah.  The tours will leave from the ho-
tel after lunch and only last from one and a half to
three hours. The tennis tournament is scheduled
for Thursday afternoon and the golf tournament for
Friday afternoon, both at the Westin.  If touring is
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not your thing, sign up for both tournaments, relax
at the Greenbriar Spa next door or enjoy Savannah’s
River Street with its many shops and pubs.

Jerry Weedon and his committee are working
hard on the CLE programs for Thursday and Friday
mornings.  Bobby Hood has helped us land Alex
Sanders, the president of the College of Charles-
ton, as our Saturday morning speaker.

We will give you more details on all of these
events in the Winter issue of the Association Press.
But right now start making your plans to join us
April 10 - 14, 2002 in the Hostess City of the South
for some real southern hospitality and a wonderful
opportunity to see old friends and meet new ones.
Maxine and I and our co-hosts Rick Rominger and
Jane Clemens (GA) are looking forward to seeing
you in Savannah.  Everyone at the Portland con-
vention said they were coming to Savannah. We
are counting on that and expect to have the largest
and best meeting yet.

ABOUT OUR MEMEBERSABOUT OUR MEMEBERSABOUT OUR MEMEBERSABOUT OUR MEMEBERSABOUT OUR MEMEBERS

Russ Roberts (VA) was recently invited to join
the McCammon Group, Virginia’s leading media-
tion firm, as a mediator/arbitrator.  The group is a
collection of retired judges and attorneys, both se-
nior and otherwise, who undergo extensive train-
ing in mediation skills.  Russ has mediated medi-
cal malpractice, sexual harassment and breach of
contract cases.

Susan Ford Robertson (MO) was recently
elected to the position of Treasurer of the Missouri
Organization of Defense Lawyers.  This puts her in
line for president in three years.

John B. Morthland (MO) has been appointed by
the President of the Missouri Bar to a select com-
mittee on Specialization.

 ADT ADT ADT ADT ADTA 2001-2002A 2001-2002A 2001-2002A 2001-2002A 2001-2002
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTSCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENTSCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENTSCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENTSCOMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

Thomas A. Sandenaw, Jr.
Chairman

James F. Ryan
Phyllis M. Hix
Gail M. Kelly

Lynnette M. Baldovin
James D. Gauthier

Bruce Keplinger
Chairman

Gordon R. Broom
Lynnette M. Baldovin

Anthony J. Tunney

George M. Walker
Chairman

Lynnette M. Baldovin
Russell H. Roberts
James D. Gauthier

David S. Brake

Gerald W. Weedon
Chairman

Adrianne Baumgartner
Louis J. Leonatti
Gordon R. Broom

Stephen R. Crislip
National Membership Chairman

Duane W. Grummer
Western Region

Louis M. Scofield, Jr.
Central Region

Glenn S. Morgan
Eastern Region

Gary D.D. Morrison
Northern Region

Jennifer Lee Parrish
Chairman

Louis J. Leonatti
Jeanne E. Demers

Elizabeth Goff Gonzalez
Stephen J. Heine

J. Burruss Riis
Michael R. Sistrunk
Matthew W. Bailey

William B. Alverson, Jr.
Terrance Ingrao
Steven H. Pratt

Special Women and
Minorities Sub-Committee

James L. Hiller
Chairman

Adrianne L. Baumgartner
Stephen R. Crislip
James D. Harris, Jr.

Gail M. Kelly
Karen L. Kendall

Patricia J. Kerrigan
Sheryl J. Willert

Edmund T. Curran
Chairman

Bruce Keplinger
Glenn S. Morgan
Richard J. Harris

Gordon R. Broom
Chairman

Bruce Keplinger
Vice Chairman

Matthew W. Bailey
Adrianne L. Baumgartner

Patrick G. Cullen
Patricia J. Kerrigan

Patrick J. Sauter
Philip A. Werner

Louis M. Scofield, Jr.

Samuel J. Pace, Jr.
Chairman

Lynnette M. Baldovin
Robert L. Ferguson, Jr.

James D. Gauthier
Duane W. Grummer

James D. Harris
James F. Ryan

Mandatory CLE 2002 Convention Multi-Jurisdiction
Committee Chairman Admission Committee

Handbook Internet & Technology Program and CLE
Committee Committee Committee

Finance Publication Directory
Committee Committee Committee

Membership New Member Special
Committee Committee Women & Minorities

Sub-Committee

Multi-Discipline Judicial Selection
Committee Committee

Richard J. Harris

Gary D.D. Morrison
Chairman

George M. Walker
Jennifer Lee Parrish

Patricia O’Connell Alvarez

Stephen F. English
Chairman

Robert E. Tait
Richard B. Collins
Glenn S. Morgan
Lawton M. Nuss

Duane W. Grummer
Chairman

William H. Staples
James M. Brown
Patrick G. Cullen
Brett A. Reber
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Attila?   AOTI? As my teenager says “same dif-
ference.”  Perhaps the comparison fails a bit on the
chopping off heads part, but I’m not sure yet.

“Where are you taking us?” the head nomad que-
ried (the head nomad with a head, that is).

“To the future” I imagine could have been Attila’s
reply (granting him a bit more poetic quality than
perhaps he deserves).

The truth is, like the captive nomads, we haven’t
a clue where we are being taken in this new age.
Not even the big shots, big thinkers, head nomads
among us have worked it out.  Our President,
Jennings, is as knowledgeable as they come in ap-
plying the internet age to the law as well as our
organization, and even he looks like a flea at the
reins of the Budweiser Clydesdales when it comes
to managing this new “tool.”

What was AOTI supposed to do compared to what
has happened?  Save paper?  The paperless law
practice?  Well I know I’ve sold all my file cabinets,
cancelled my donations to the “Save the Rainforest
Society” and sat back knowing that AOTI has made
it all possible.  Nonsense.  If I had been smart I
would have bought stock in dolly manufacturing.  I
don’t see a lawyer in trial without at least one dolly
to tote the load.

Well at least AOTI has enhanced communica-
tion.  Yep.  Big help here.  No more pesky editing
of your thoughts before you fire them off to the op-
position or, better yet, the client.  Honest, unedited
communication.  Good for the law practice, good
for marriages.  Riiight.

Well, AOTI, at least, is speed.  Absolutely.  I was
just telling my family how much I love getting faxed
motions on Friday at 4:59 p.m. with notice of a Mon-
day hearing at 8:00 a.m.  Speed is good!

So we are all being swept along.  The unfortu-
nate side effect for me is that AOTI has exposed all
of you to everything humorous ever written or said
at any time, any place, by anyone.

And here I sit in a 757, musing about AOTI, I sup-
pose not much different than a captured nomad in the
caravan of Attila sitting atop his yak, musing about
change.  Nudging his yak to a trot he gains on Attila
until he is beside him.  He leans over and says “there
was this lawyer and some goat cheese . . .”

“I’ve heard it” says Attila, spurring his horse.

ADDITURADDITURADDITURADDITURADDITUR
We all missed Sam and Jeanne Pace in Port-

land, but there was a good reason for their absence.
Samuel J. Pace, III was born on May 7, 2001.  Have
you seen the pictures?

EDITOR’S NOTEEDITOR’S NOTEEDITOR’S NOTEEDITOR’S NOTEEDITOR’S NOTE

Lou Scofield has demonstrated his keen sense
of observation and good wit on several occasions
at our meetings in the last several years.  Lou has
graciously agreed to contribute a new column to
our newsletter entitled “A Word from Lou”.  We will
look forward to Lou’s contribution each edition, as
he observes the law world we live in and the go-
ings on of our membership.  If you have an idea for
an article – keeping it on the light side – please let
me know.  Gordon

A WORD FROM LOUA WORD FROM LOUA WORD FROM LOUA WORD FROM LOUA WORD FROM LOU
Louis M. Scofield, Jr., TX

AAAAAOTI VS. AOTI VS. AOTI VS. AOTI VS. AOTI VS. ATTILTTILTTILTTILTTILAAAAA

As I write this I sit aboard a 757 remembering
Editor Broom’s order, “Lou, write something funny
for the newsletter.”

“Riiight,” I said.

In this age of the internet (“AOTI” for short) jokes
spread faster than news of a bad verdict.  Any writer
can’t help but feel that all humor has been written
and now in the age of the internet, (excuse me
“AOTI”) read already by everyone everywhere.

The AOTI (pronounced “ay oh tee”) has swept
into lives like Attila did centuries ago.  Imagine
some poor, weather beaten, smelly, nomad sitting
in his yak-skin hut, perfectly happy with the way
things are, when Attila comes riding in, chopping
off heads and otherwise making a nuisance of him-
self.  Everything is changed . . . forever.
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INTERNET & TECHNOLOGYINTERNET & TECHNOLOGYINTERNET & TECHNOLOGYINTERNET & TECHNOLOGYINTERNET & TECHNOLOGY
REPORTREPORTREPORTREPORTREPORT
George Walker, AL
Chair, Internet & Technology Committee

The ADTA I & T Committee met in Portland and
discussed a variety of topics of importance and in-
terest to the membership.  Having shepherded the
changeover from www.defenseatty.org to
www.adtalaw.com, we turned our attention to web
site content and to broader and more informational
use of the broadcast e-mail feature.

With regard to the web site, we have updated
the Association Press section by installing several
past issues that can now be reviewed directly at
the web site.  We are continuing to think about ways
in which the web site can better serve our mem-
bership and, as always, any suggestions for im-
provement can be directed to your chairman by e-
mail at georgew@handarendall.com, or by snail
mail to George Walker at P.O. Box 123, Mobile, AL
35401.

I hope that each of you have received the Mon-
day Messages that various of our members have
been delivering since mid-May.  We want to use
our broadcast e-mail feature to keep everyone in
touch, and what better way to do so than to have a
guest e-mail author each Monday?  I hope that you
are enjoying this, and if any of you have a topic,
and idea, a nomination for a Monday message,
please let your chairman know as soon as possible.

AGING WITH GRACEAGING WITH GRACEAGING WITH GRACEAGING WITH GRACEAGING WITH GRACE
Stephen R. Crislip, WV
Membership Chair

Your Membership Chair surveyed the audience
at this year’s Annual Business Meeting and con-
cluded that the dominant driver’s license hair color
was bald, closely followed by silver to medium
grey, then followed by thinning.  That keen obser-
vation is really not all that surprising, given the
nature of our membership requirements.

We only select one prime member per one mil-
lion people in a city or town. Routinely this person
is initially recommended to us by another mem-
ber based upon the person’s already well-estab-
lished credentials as a defense practitioner.  The
general rule thereafter is that the prime member
keeps that membership until death or retirement
separates the two.  So, neither the distinguished
look of our membership, nor our long membership
retention rates are bad things and, in fact, speak
well of our group and its unique status in the de-
fense community.

During this year’s membership report, I spoke
of the 401K effect on our membership.  In days of
old, lawyers never retired, even though they should
have.  Many “perspired” right at their desks at ripe
old ages, some having forgotten to wear pants to
the office.  Now, due to adequate funding of pen-
sion plans, more and more of our ADTA lawyers
are “retiring from the active practice of law” and
taking Emeritus status with our organization (15
years or more as members and retiring from the
active practice of law).  They then continue to be
members with that status, but no longer pay dues.
Another prime or associate member can take their
place in their city or town, without losing the Emeri-
tus member.  By way of example of the 401K ef-
fect, in 1987 we had 12 Emeritus members and in
2001 we have 84.

As an organization, these two known factors of
long membership retention and early retirements
require us to involve younger members who even-
tually will move up to fill the prime member slots.
The way to do this is to add associate members in
the existing firms.  A prime member may have as
many associate members as they desire, all of
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I would like to nominate ________________________________ for (prime)(associate) membership in
(proposed members’ name)

the ADTA.  Please send an application to ___________________________________________________
(name)

at  _____________________________________,  _______________________   ______________________.
(city) (state) (zip)

Office telephone: ___________________________Office fax:_____________________________.

Year admitted to practice in my state:_______________________.

_______________________________________ ________________________________________
Name of Member (Print)Name of Member (Print)Name of Member (Print)Name of Member (Print)Name of Member (Print) Signature of MemberSignature of MemberSignature of MemberSignature of MemberSignature of Member

Return to:
Stephen R. Crislip, Jackson & Kelly; 1600 Laidley Tower, Post Office Box 553, Charleston, WV 25322

Tel.: (304) 340-1180; Fax:  (304) 340 1050; Email:  scrislip@jacksonkelly.com

Membership Requirements

A trial lawyer doing principally defense work in insurance and self-insurance activities, with more than five (5) years defense trial
experience is eligible.

Prime Members:  The first lawyer member from a firm is the prime member.  There can only be one Prime Member from any town,
city, or metropolitan area of less than a million population.  One additional Prime Member is allowed for each additional one million
population, or portion thereof, for a city or metropolitan area.

Associate Member:  Partners or associates of a Prime Member are eligible and encouraged for membership as Associate Members,
at the will of the Prime Member.
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whom enjoy full privileges at a lesser dues rate.
They must have five (5) years of experience and
their continuing membership depends upon the
continued existence of the prime member.  As as-
sociate members, many firms and prime members
include other partners who would enjoy this asso-
ciation or younger lawyers as a reward for their good
work.  The Membership Department has always
encouraged memberships of anyone that might be
considered to be in a minority. Our only test for
any member is that they be highly-qualified and
recommended defense lawyers.

The message here is that you need to see that
associate members are added in your firm, both to
insure that your firm retains this valuable mem-
bership and to benefit the long-term stability of our
organization.  We are continuing with our effort to
have at least one associate member in every of-
fice.  I would ask that you consider adding one or
more.  Call me at (304) 340-1180 for an application
or I can e-mail an application in reply to
scrislip@jacksonkelly.com.  You lawyers are bad
to put things like this off.  I would ask you to do this
now before you forget – or at least write it on your
hand so you will remember later.

John Stephen McCollough
Clayton, MO

L. Carl Hagwood
Greenville MS

Ranelle Moore Meroney
Austin, TX

Lonnie D. Johnson
Bloomington, IN

Roy A. Wise
Aberdeen, SD
Daniel F. Duffy
Rapid City, SD

Steven C. Mitchell
Santa Rosa, CA

John Geary
Santa Rosa, CA

Angela Elsperger Lord
Fargo, ND

Michael A. Hodgins
Augusta, ME

Scott D. Bergin
Poughkeepsie, NY
Timothy J. Vrana

Columbus, IN
David S. Osterman

Newark, NJ

Michael L. Lessmeier
Juneau, Alaska

Dean Robertson
Phoenix, AZ

B. Wayne Williams
Oxford, MS

Kathleen C. Desjacques
Albuquerque, NM
Stephen J. Powell

Waterloo, IA
Lloyd T. Bourgeois

Thibodaux, LA
Larry B. Kehl

Cheyenne, WY
Richard R. Fletcher

Midland, TX
W. Stacy Trotter

Odessa, TX
Leigh C. Hudson

Fort Scott, KS
Brian C. House

London, KY
Richard K. Traub

Edison, NJ
Mary Lynch Friedline

Pittsburgh, PA

NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS
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BOOK REVIEWBOOK REVIEWBOOK REVIEWBOOK REVIEWBOOK REVIEW
Patrick G. Cullen, MD

The cover for this book lists as a subtitle of sorts
“How the Mind Forgets and Remembers.” The
author, Chairman of Harvard University’s Psychol-
ogy Department, is touted as a leading expert on
memory. He discusses transience (a loss of
memory over time), absent-mindedness (where are
those keys?) and blocking (what is that redhead’s
name?) as sins of omission. We fail to bring to mind
a desired fact. The other four sins are sins of com-
mission in which some form of memory is present
but it is either incorrect or unwanted. Those sins
are misattribution (assigning a memory to the wrong
source), suggestibility (my lawyer says my neck
hurts), bias (present knowledge influences past
memories) and persistence (the inability of forget
an office task.)

Each of these areas has relevance in our per-
sonal lives. Several of the areas, such as
misattribution, suggestibility and bias, have spe-

cial concern in the legal context. This book may
provide you with ideas on which to base your ar-
gument about or cross-examination of the next wit-
ness you encounter who has a “convenient”
memory. And it seems to be OK to continue to use
those Post-It notes.

 IT’S DUBLIN IREL IT’S DUBLIN IREL IT’S DUBLIN IREL IT’S DUBLIN IREL IT’S DUBLIN IRELANDANDANDANDAND
IN 2004!IN 2004!IN 2004!IN 2004!IN 2004!

At the Annual Meeting of the membership, the
Executive Committee announced that it had se-
lected Dublin Ireland as the site for the 2004 meet-
ing of the Association.  Kevin and Gail Kelly (NY)
will host the event.  The Association’s last trip
abroad was in London 1991.  If you have never been
to Ireland, this is your chance!  Start planning now.

The 2002 meeting will be held in Savannah,
Georgia.  The 2003 meeting will be at Napa, Cali-
fornia, at the Silverado Resort.


