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ADTA in Monterey 2016
The 75th Annual Meeting will take place in Monterey, CA at the Monterey 

Plaza on April 20-24, 2016. Steve andLinda Gurnee will be our Meeting Hosts. 
The downtown location of the Monterey Plaza allows everyone to step out of 
the hotel at any time to explore shops, restaurants and historical sites.

Mark your calendar!  Save the Date!  From April 20 through April 24, 
2016, we are in store for the very best of Monterey.  The breathtaking 
coastline of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, the vivid history 
of Cannery Row, and the world-class restaurants, boutiques and galleries will 
form the backdrop of our next Annual meeting.

For our golfers, the draw of Pebble Beach, Cypress Point, Poppy Hills, 
Spyglass Hill and Spanish Bay is inescapable.  Seventeen Mile Drive 
combines majestic wild forests and rugged coastline.  The Inn at Spanish Bay 
and Spanish Bay Golf Links, the “Sistine Chapel of Golf” Cypress Point Golf 
Club, Fan Shell Beach, Seal Point, and alas, the Lone Cypress may well be the 
uno�cial symbols of American golf.      

For the nature lover, the coastal and inland beauty with kind climate, 
clear light and sparkling water brings you back again and again.  The fabled 
Point Pinos Lighthouse is the oldest continuously operating lighthouse 
on the West Coast.  Carmel-by-the-Sea features European architectural 
in�uences over art galleries, antique shops and designer stores. 

For those who chose law school over architecture school, you do not 
want to miss the Tuck Box English Tea Room, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Clinton 
Walker House, the Kuster Castle and Frank Wynkoop’s Butter�y House.           

For our avid ADTA readers this is The Place.  The legendary factories 
that �ourished during both World Wars at Point Ohlones closed long ago, 
restaurants opened and closed down, and tourist have come and gone.  
Lingering in the old soil and sand and in the curved and weathered boards is 
a history of forgotten sardines, wrinkled �shermen and a thousand forgotten 
stories.  These stories were fed by two billion sardines pulled every year from 
what appeared to be an endless supply from this “Silver Tide” that sometimes 
measured a quarter mile long and 200 feet deep.  Then they vanished along 
with the jobs and the workers.     

Then there are the stories we do remember, John Steinbeck and Doe 
Ricketts and even Debra Winger and Nick Nolte.  Not so far a walk away from 
the Row, you will �nd the Stevenson House where Scottish author Robert 
Louis Stevenson stayed.  Yes, the author of Treasure Island and The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  Nearby, but architecturally distant, you can 
sense the residences of Jack London and Robinson Je�ers in Carmel-by-the-
Sea.  Your ADTA trek to Salinas brings you to the National Steinbeck Center, 
which tributes the 1962 winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature.         

California’s �rst theater, �rst publicly funded school, �rst printing press 
and �rst newspaper, The Californian, all found their way to Monterey.  
Monterey Bay Aquarium has preserved the Doc Ricketts’ lab. Fishermen’s 
Wharf hosts some of the world’s best whale watching and sea lion sightings.  

When you are not in the always famous and generous ADTA Hospitality 
Room, you may want to motor down one of the world’s magni�cent scenic 
stretches where the Santa Lucia Range slices past alpine meadows to crash 
down the craggy coastline into the sea.  The Big Sur stretches ninety miles 

In This Issue
ADTA in Monterey 2016 ............................ 1-2

President’s Report ........................................ 3

We Prefer to Refer Award 
and the Strubinger Trophy ...................... 4-5

Ponte Vedra 74th Annual Meeting ............6

Membership Report ..................................... 7

A Word from Lou ...................................... 7-8

New Members ..........................................8-15

What’s New in My State........................ 15-17

Constitutional Changes ..............................17

Did You Know? ............................................. 18

ADTA Talks .............................................. 18-19

From Our Executive Director ................... 19

Where Will You Be in April, 2017: ............ 19

 Membership Nomination Form ............. 20



The Association Press  |  Fall 2015

2

along Highway One and includes Bixby Bridge, Hurricane 
Point and Points Lobos and Sur Lighthouse.  

Come early; stay late.  The fun breeze of Monterey awaits 
you.  The ADTA meeting in April, 2016 will be a perfect end to 
winter and introduction to spring. 

A letter from our meeting hosts
We know we have a very tough act to follow with the 

superb event at Ponte Vedra that Ed and Ceci Birk put 
together, but we’ll try.  Linda and I are extremely proud to be 
able to host what portends to be a fantastic get-together in 

one of the most beautiful places on 
Earth.   Imagine watching whales 
cavort just o� shore, sipping great 
wines, kayaking with sea lions, 
�shing, touring a world-class 
aquarium, playing golf in Pebble 
Beach, bicycling the famed 17 Mile 
Drive, shopping in quaint Carmel, 
enjoying the camaraderie of your 
fellow members in a hospitality 
suite overlooking the blue Paci�c, 

dining at fabulous restaurants and a terri�c CLE program, and 
you’ve just imagined our next annual meeting in Monterey, 
California to be held April 20-24, 2016.  For those of you who 
have never been to this area, you will be awed by all there is 
to see and do.  

Our base will be the luxurious Monterey Bay Plaza Hotel 
overlooking the bay right on famous Cannery Row with its 
myriad shops, restaurants and the renowned Monterey Bay 
Aquarium all within walking distance.  The New Member 
and President’s Receptions will be held on the plaza of 
the hotel the �rst evening.  A¤er our educational programs 
the next morning will be our golf tournament at the newly 
renovated Poppy Hills Golf Club inside the Del Monte 
Forest and 17 Mile Drive.  An option for non-golfers will 
be a private tour of the Aquarium.  That evening will be 
a dinner dance at the hotel with a casual California Beach 
Boys theme.  Following more CLE sessions and the Spouse’s 
breakfast the next morning, optional activities will include a 
�shing excursion, a bicycle tour of Pebble Beach and the 17 
Mile Drive, shopping in Carmel or a walking wine tour.  Then 
there’s the Dine Around that evening at one of many choice 
establishments in Monterey, Paci�c Grove and Carmel that 
are sure to please anyone’s pallet.  A¤er the business meeting 
and speeches on Saturday morning optional activities will 

include whale watching on a special ADTA charter, kayaking 
on Monterey Bay, or simply relaxing on your own or in the 
hotel’s spa overlooking the Bay.  You’ll have time to prepare 
for the night’s “black tie optional” soiree at Clint Eastwood’s 
private Tehama Golf Club.  Located atop the hills separating 
Monterey Bay and Carmel Valley, you will enjoy spectacular 
views of the area, outstanding food and great music to dance 
by.  Clint might even stop by to say hello.  

Other activities and sites in the area worth visiting 
include sur�ng, paddle boarding, SCUBA diving, touring the 
Steinbeck Museum or Mission San Carlos Borroméo del río 
Carmelo (aka the Carmel Mission) built in 1770, taking in 
the rides at the Boardwalk at Santa Cruz, watching racing 
at Laguna Seca Raceway, horseback riding in Pebble Beach, 
or a drive down the spectacular Big Sur coast.  We are also 
working with Clay and Kristi Hall from San Luis Obispo on 
some ideas for a pre- or post-trip with a visit to Hearst Castle 
in San Simeon, a tour of the magni�cent Big Sur coast, some 
exquisite wine tasting in the heart of California’s Central 
Coast and for those intrepid adventurers, wild boar hunting 
in the hills of Paso Robles.  

All in all, we hope to make this one of the most memorable 
ADTA meetings ever.  So mark your calendars and start 
making your travel plans now.  The best air connections will 
be through San Jose International Airport, only a little over 
an hour’s drive from Monterey.  We look forward to seeing 
you all there.
Steve & Linda Gurnee

Outdoors to explore in Monterey.
Stayed too long last night in the ADTA Hospitality Room?  

In search of some quality family time?  Monterey Bay o�ers 
a vibrant listing of activities: walking, running, kayaking, 
canoeing, and biking.  We will provide a list of websites, 
phone numbers and options for your stay.  Here are our 
recommendations:

• Kayaking on Monterey Bay
• Horseback ride from Pebble Beach Equestrian Center
• Surf at Carmel Beach. Hang Ten, Dude!
• Whale watching for Gray, humpback and blues
•  Wine tastings in Monterey, Carmel Valley and Carmel-

by-the-Sea
•  Biking on 17 mile drive or Monterey Peninsula 

Recreation Trail.
•  Hiking in Garland Ranch Regional Park or High Point 

Lobos
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President’s 
Report

I am both honored and 
�attered to serve as President 
of our organization for the next 
year.   In 1998, my former partner, 
O’Neal Walsh, asked if I wanted 
to join the ADTA and attend a 
meeting.   Unfortunately, I could 
not that year, and attended 
my �rst meeting the following at the Ritz Carlton in Amelia 
Island.   Since that time, I have developed some of my best 
friendships with members of the ADTA and their spouses.   

First, I want to acknowledge and thank my wife, Melissa, 
for the support she has given, continues to give and will give 
me in the year ahead.   As many of you know, she has been 
quite active in our organization over the past few years.   
Melissa makes me look much better than I am, and the ADTA 
is fortunate to have her as its First Lady.  

Next, I want to thank each and every one of the members 
who we have come to know over the years, and who we now 
consider not just friends, but GREAT friends.   I could �ll up 
this newsletter with names, stories and praise about each 
one of you.   This is something the ADTA strives itself on – our 
people.   There are many intelligent, talented and experienced 
attorneys throughout the land.   But there are only a select 
few who meet the standards of our �ne organization.  The 
ADTA is so much more than a group of talented defense 
attorneys – we are about Excellence, Professionalism, 
Fellowship, Spouses and Family.   

A¤er our meeting, I spent much of my a¤ernoon glued 
to the TV as I watched with great excitement the Players 
Championship at TPC Sawgrass.   I think my children got 
tired of me as I repeated over and over, “We had a party there 
just last week.”   Thank you to our hosts, Ed and Cici Birk, for 
allowing us to spend the week in their backyard at the Ponte 
Vedra Inn and Club.   What a magni�cent venue – I had to 
walk out on the beach one more time before leaving Sunday 
morning.   The sunrises were spectacular!  A special tip of 
the hat to Peggy Schultz, our Executive Director, and Jamie 
Hood, Chair of the Annual Meeting Committee, for ensuring 
us a memorable meeting.   The CLE sessions were excellent!

At our Business Meeting in Ponte Vedra, Tom Hurney was 
elected Vice President, and Pamela Treadwell Rubin was 
elected Secretary.   Additionally, Scott Blinks, James Craig 
and Jennifer Parrish were each elected to three year terms on 
our Executive Council.   Congratulations to each of you.  Like 
a good head coach, I’m fortunate to be surrounded by such a 
talented group of o�cers and council members.

At each of the past 15 ADTA meetings that I have attended, 
I have been surrounded by very talented trial attorneys, and 
even better human beings.   I have learned so much from you 
both with respect to the practice of law and relative to life 
in general.   It has been and continues to be a privilege to be 
able to refer my clients to members of this �ne organization.   
Oh, and I enjoy receiving client referrals!   

That brings me to marketing and selling ourselves to each 
other, potential clients and existing clients.   Immediately 
upon returning to Baton Rouge (yes, there was work to be 
done), I appointed a team of members to address a social 

media strategy and plan for the ADTA.  A primary focus of 
this committee will be on marketing our organization and 
our members.  The committee has already begun the task, 
and I will be reporting more on this exciting topic soon.  

Jamie Hood has been appointed Chair of the We Prefer to 
Refer Committee, and I assure you he will continue to move 
this important committee forward.   Thanks to James Craig 
for all of his hard work.   

I also appointed James Holland as the Editor of The 
Association Press.   He has been involved in the Publications 
Committee, and takes over the role previously held by Linda 
Hay.   Special thanks to Linda for a job well done.   

During the months leading up to Ponte Vedra and 
a¤er, I have reached out to many of you in a strategic and 
concentrated e�ort to further improve the structure and 
involvement of our committees.   Goals will be determined, 
and progress towards said goals will be reported on to the 
Council.  Each Committee will continue to have an Executive 
Council liaison who will submit regular reports to the Council.

Membership continues to be a focus, and during the 
coming months, I think we will see more of a push than ever 
to increase our membership numbers.   There is growing 
competition among the defense organizations for members 
as law �rms continue to cut funding for membership.   I urge 
you to “sell” the ADTA to your defense attorney friends, your 
partners and your associates.  If you are unsure as to whether 
there is “room” for a prospect, feel free to call or email our 
Membership Chair, Bill Staples (wstaples@archernorris.
com).   We continue to waive the �rst year of dues for all new 
associate members.   Add an associate today – it’s free!

As you heard in Ponte Vedra, the relationships among 
the “Sister” organizations 
have never been better.   The 
organizations, DRI, FDCC, IADC 
and ADTA, are jointly working on 
several projects.   I am sure we 
will continue to work together.

During every annual meeting 
I have attended, I have heard the 
words “This is the best meeting 
yet!”   Well, I suggest, then, 
that you will not want to miss 
our next meeting in Monterey, 
California as we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the ADTA.   
To all of those who attended our meeting in New Orleans, 
you know Melissa and I know how to host a party.   Steve 
and Linda Gurnee, our hosts in Monterey, along with Peggy 
Schultz, have been planning our meeting for some time.  To 
those who have never been to a meeting, or have not been in 
a few years, I suggest you don’t want to miss this one!  Trust 
me on that.

Please, over the course of the next year, feel free to email 
me (irwinllc.com) with your ideas, wishes, criticisms, etc.   
This is your organization.  Become active. 

Finally, thanks to each and every one of you for allowing 
me the opportunity to serve you as your President.   Melissa 
and I will embark on this next year with great honor, joy and 
pride as we serve as Ambassadors of the ADTA.   God Bless 
each and every one of you and your families.
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We Prefer to 
Refer Award 
and the 
Strubinger 
Trophy
WPTR Trophy Gets A Name

At this year’s annual meeting, our WPTR Award Trophy 
was named a¤er our �rst President, Bert E. Strubinger.  A¤er 
last year’s meeting, the newly con�gured We Prefer to Refer 
Committee decided our trophy needed an identity of its own.  
A¤er all, hockey has the Stanley Cup, Dancing with the Stars 
has the Mirror Ball and movies have the Oscar.  Now the 
ADTA has the Struby!

Beginning in September 2014, trophy name nominations 
were solicited from our members.  Over 28 nominations 
were received.  Some Committee favorites included:

The Hoodie
The Hood-Mcintosh Award
The Con�dence Cup
The Reefer Cup
The ADTA-Way Trophy
The Committee was impressed with the cleverness of 

some suggestions, many based on Latin terms or outstanding 
members from ADTA’s past.  Ultimately the Strubinger 
Trophy received the most favorable votes from the WPTR 
Committee and from our o�cers to be declared our choice 
for the name of our We Prefer to Refer Trophy.  Thus, the 
Struby was born!

A careful review of email trophy nominations revealed 
that two members, William Powell of Jackson Kelly PLLC, 
Martinsburg,  West Virginia, and Thomas Hurney of Jackson 
Kelly PLLC of Charleston,  West Virginia, submitted Bert 

Strubinger’s name for our 
WPTR Trophy. Both received a 
$200 monetary award and our 
congratulations for their great 
suggestion.

Our ADTA history provides little 
information about Mr. Strubinger.  
However, a little internet research 
and fortuitous discovery of a 
Missouri phone number for an 
Edwyn Strubinger enabled us to 
learn more about Bert Strubinger.  

Mr. Strubinger was born on October 11, 1899.  He graduated 
from high school at the age of 16 and subsequently joined 
the United States Army in World War I on his 18th birthday, 
October 11, 1918.  A¤er completing basic training and being 
selected for �ight training, Mr. Strubinger boarded a train 
for Texas to begin his active duty service.  While on that train 
on November 11, 1918, the Armistice ending World War I was 
signed! The Army ordered the train to turn around and return 
to St. Louis.  Mr. Strubinger was subsequently mustered out 
of the Army a¤er one month of service.

Mr. Strubinger then attended the St. Louis University 
School of Law. He successfully completed the bar exam as 
a second year law student and graduated as salutatorian of 
his class.  He also attended the St. Louis College of Law and 
Finance and obtained an LLM degree.

Mr. Strubinger began his legal career with General 
American Life Insurance Company and entered into private 
practice one year later.

 Mr. Strubinger subsequently married Grace Kirkendoll 
in 1935 a¤er dating for six weeks! They had three children, 
Patricia Ann Elliott of Sarasota, Florida; Bert E. Strubinger, 
deceased; and Edwyn Strubinger of Columbia,  Missouri.

Over the course of his career, Bert Strubinger founded 
the �rm of Strubinger, Tudor, Tombrink and Wyon which at 
its height had seven branch o�ces in three states (Colorado, 
Missouri and Illinois).  Mr. Strubinger represented Lloyds of 
London in the United States and received Lloyds’ highest 
honor, the “Lutene Bell” in the mid 1960’s. Mr. Strubinger 
was involved in two cases considered by the United States 
Supreme Court.

In a highlight to our annual meeting, Bert Strubinger’s 
daughter, Patty Elliott, spoke and shared many insights 
about her father.  Ms. Elliott’s presentation is printed 
below.  We are thrilled to have selected Bert Strubinger as 
the name for our We Prefer to Refer Trophy recognizing 
his many accomplishments as a defense lawyer and as our 
distinguished �rst President.  Both Ms. Elliott, and Edwyn 
Strubinger are thrilled and thankful for this honor.

We Prefer to Refer Award 2015
The We Prefer to Refer Award and the �rst Bert E. 

Strubinger Trophy were awarded to this year’s recipient, 
David W. Zizik of Zizik, Powers, O’Connell, Spaulding & 
Lamontagne P.C. of Westwood, Massachusetts. We Prefer to 
Refer Award nominations continue to increase in number 
as our members gain 
familiarity with our 
process.  This year 
over 25 nominations 
were received.  This 
year our Executive 
Director, Peggy Schultz, 
even got into the 
act and received a 
nomination for her 
referral of a business 
matter involving her husband David Schultz’s company to an 
ADTA member.  Thank you Peggy!

Finalists are selected based on the quality of a referral, the 
number of referrals made and the ADTA based relationship  
with referring members. Mr. Zizik and Mr. White both had 
two separate nominations for the We Prefer to Refer Award 
arising from two separate referrals to members. Mr. Zizik 
referred an out-of-state national counsel �rm to Gail Kelly 
to handle several insurance property damage cases in 2012.  
The property damage cases involved complex questions of 
federal law requiring the defendants to obtain a uniform 
interpretation of the policy in multiple jurisdictions.  The 
second matter referred by Mr. Zizik to Kevin Amatuzio 
involved a number of �ooding claims made in pending 
Colorado litigation.  The client was a federal �ood insurance 
program carrier who needed local counsel in Colorado to 
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handle the various coverage lawsuits.  Both nominators 
indicated their long term relationship and friendship with Mr. 
Zizik in the ADTA was the reason for the referrals.

Our Executive Council began the We Prefer to Refer 
program in 2009 to encourage referrals between member 
attorneys to add value to membership. Each member referral 
is a vote of con�dence for our members and a signi�cant 
member bene�t.  Over the years, dozens of referrals between 
members have been made.  The number continues to grow!  
These numbers dramatize the con�dence we, as members, 
can have in other members to e�ectively represent our 
clients in other jurisdictions across the United States, Canada 
and Puerto Rico.  If you receive a referral of any size or type 
from any other member, please complete the We Prefer to 
Refer nomination on our ADTA website.  The size of a referral 
is not the controlling factor in selecting recipients.  It is a 
members commitment to the ADTA, the con�dence shown 
other members and the regularity of referrals that matter 
most! Congratulations to David Zizik!

Letter from the Strubinger Family
Hello,my name is Patti Elliott and Bert Strubinger was my 

father.
I would like to thank Jim Craig, Peggy Schultz, and the 

members of the ADTA for the honor of naming this award 
a¤er my dad.

Jim Craig asked me to talk about the leadership qualities 
that my father had. In my research I found many qualities 
inherent in a good leader but I am sure you will be very happy 
to know that I’m going to speak about only two of them, 
creativity and the ability to inspire.

Growing up with my dad was a unique experience.  (Of 
course, growing up at the time Ididn’t know that.)  He had a 
decidedly creative way of looking at the world.

For instance, he hated tra�c. So, he would go to work 
every day at 5:00 a.m. and come home every a¤ernoon at 
2:00 p.m. A¤er arriving at the o�ce, he would walk to Miss 
Hulling’s cafeteria, have breakfast,and by the time he was 
done the main Post O�ce in St. Louis would be open so he 
would walk there and pick up the mail. (His PO Box was #1.)  
He would go back to the o�ce,work until about 11:00 and go 
back to Miss Hulling’s for lunch, this time with my aunt and 
his secretary (and sometimes me,as he always worked on 
Saturdays).  Back to the o�ce,and then home at 2:00, all to 
avoid tra�c.

His avocation was woodworking. He had a LOT of tools. 
They were displayed very creatively in the workshop/garage. 
He would go to the Post O�ce auction every year and bid on 
the boxes of tools that had been lost in the mail. My friends 
would ask me what he did with all those tools and I would 
say, ”He builds birdhouses!” But the ones he made looked like 
Tara from “Gone With the Wind.”

Every year he would give a big barbecue and invite all the 
people that worked for him as well as friends and neighbors. 
He made it a point to welcome everyone who came and 
have a little chat. He could talk to anyone about anything. 
I never saw somebody work a room like he could. It was a 
great example for me. Every year he invited his two favorite 
waitresses from Miss Hulling’s and made sure that HE served 
THEM their plates of ribs.

He had a fearsome love of knowledge and travel. I always 
felt Icould ask him anything and he would know the answer. 
We had a large National Geographic map of the world on the 
wall in the kitchen and whenever anything was happening 
in the news he would show my brothers  and me just where 
it was. He went to England once a year to work with Lloyd’s. 
I was fortunate enough to go with him once. Most years he 
would take the family to the ABA convention in the summer, 
driving in the station wagon. My brothers and I had been 
in every state of the contiguous states by the time we had 
graduated from high school.

A¤er he had been gone about ten years, I went to a party 
in St. Louis. I was talking to a very nice man who was a judge. 
I mentioned that my father had been a lawyer, and when I 
told him my father’s name he said,”Bert Strubingerl He was 
a wonderfulman, very fair and had a lot of integrity. If I could 
even be half the attorney he was I’d be happy.”

So the fact that you are remembering him a¤er he’s been 
gone for 36 years means a great deal to me and my family. I 
know he would be very proud and pleased. Thank you again 
very, very much.
Patti Elliott

We Prefer to Refer 2015 Finalists
• Steven H. Gurnee, Roseville, CA
• Douglas A. Ho�mann, Seattle, WA
• Steven D. Straus, New York, NY
• Daniel B. White, Greenville, SC
• David W. Zizik, Westwood, MA

We Prefer to Refer 2015 Nominees
• Kevin Amatuzio • James W. Jennings, Jr.
• Edward L. Birk • Jean Lawler
• William Cahill • Arthur McKeon
• Francisco Colon-Pagan • Robert Noe
• Richard Collins • Fred Raschke
• Robert Ferguson • Mary Massaron Ross
• Linda Hay • Patrick Sauter
• Steve Heine • William Staples
• James D. Harris • David W. Zizik
• Thomas J. Hurney, Jr.

We Prefer to Refer Prior Recipients
• 2014  Matthew W. Bailey, Baton Rouge, LA
• 2013  Jean M. Lawler, Los Angeles, CA
• 2012  Fred D. Raschke, Galveston, TX
• 2011  Douglas M. McIntosh, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
• 2010  Robert H. Hood, Charleston, SC 5
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The ADTA held its 74th Annual Meeting at the Ponte 
Vedra Inn and Spa in Ponte Vedra, Florida.  If you missed it, 
you missed an exceptional CLE Program and a delightful 
time.  Ed and CC Birk were perfect hosts for the meeting and 
their tireless work and abundant hospitality made for a great 
meeting.   We have included photographs of the meeting 
throughout this ADTA Press for your enjoyment.  The now 
Past President, Dan Balmert introduced the newly elected 
o�cers for 2015-2016 and the Class of 2018.  Those o�cers 
are:

•  President:  Matthew W. Bailey, Walsh and Bailey, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana

•  President-Elect:  Fred D. Raschke, Mills Shirley, L.L.P., 
Galveston, Texas

•  Vice President:  Thomas J. Hurney, Jr., Jackson Kelly 
PLLC, Charleston, West Virginia

•  Treasurer:  Edward L. Birk, Marks Gray, PA, Jacksonville, 
Florida

•  Secretary: Pamela Treadwell-Rubin, Goering, Roberts, 
Rubin, Brogna, Enos and Treadwell-Rubin, PC, Tucson, 
Arizona

•  Immediate Past President:  F. Daniel Balmert, Vorys, 
Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, Akron, Ohio

•  Assistant Secretary:  Peggy L. Schultz, Association of 
Defense Trial Attorneys, New Port Richey, Florida

Elected to the Executive Council in the Class of 2018 are: 
•  Scott E. Blinks, Vander Stoep, Remund, Blinks & Jones, 

Chebalis, Washington
•  James P. Craig, Lederer Weston Craig PLC, Cedar Rapids, 

Iowa
•  Jennifer Lee Parrish, Parrish Snead Franklin Simpson, 

PLC, Fredericksburg, Virginia
Throughout this edition, we have included 

photographs of the great fun we had in Ponte Vedra at the 
ADTA 2015 Annual Meeting.  The hospitality suite, the 
sun, the sand, the music and dancing, even the continuing 
legal education topics rang true to the �ne ADTA tradition 
of excellence.  The First Timer and President’s receptions on 

Wednesday night, through the cocktails on the lawn, dinner 
and dancing in the Club House of the Tournament Players 
Club, even to the Black Tie Gala on Saturday night all brought 
home one of the �nest annual meetings in our seventy �ve 
year history.  Between the scheduled receptions, dinners and 
dancing there was plenty of beach time, golf, tennis, �shing 
and kayaking.      

Our hosts, Ed and Ceci Birk and ADTA President and First 
Lady, Dan and Susan Balmert created a perfect plan well 
executed led by our Annual Meeting Committee chaired by 
Jamie Hood and Tim Agajanian.  A special thanks goes out to 
their committees.  Even 541 year old Ponce de Leon came 
around proving the legend once doubted: the fountain water 
really works.  

President elect, now President Matt Bailey assembled a 
masterful lineup of speakers with experts on jury selection, 
reptile tactics, professionalism and spoliation.  Our speakers 
were most excellent and included: Adam I. Cohen, Brian L. 
Coody, Douglas M. McIntosh, Je�rey F. Kinsel, Jr., Jill Bechtold, 
Lt. General Thomas McInerney, Matthew G. Mo�ett and 
Tomislav Kuzmanovic.

Ponte Vedra 2015
Amy Bozarth | Spouses Committee

Ponte Vedra was �lled with great times spent with old and 
new friends! Troy and I thoroughly enjoyed all the activities, 
especially relaxin g on the beach and watching the sunrise. 
The sunrise was gorgeous right from our room! Our ADTA 
families shared many great times playing games in the 
hospitality suite, gol�ng, �shing and sunning on the beach. 
The new spouse Facebook group helped us share pictures, 
remind people of events, and connect with new friends. Ponte 
Vedra did not disappoint and my husband and I can’t wait to 
get this group of friends together again! Unfortunately, we 
have to wait a whole year - unless you come visit the St. Louis 
area sooner! If I don’t see you before, I hope to see everyone 
in Monterey!

Ponte Vedra 74th Annual Meeting
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Membership Report
Bill Staples | Walnut Creek, CA

ADTA is an invitation only, 
organization.  That means we 
seek out highly quali�ed defense 
attorneys; not only those that are 
established but also the young, 
up and comers.  Remember, you 
were once one of them.  We also 
strive to make ADTA a diverse 
organization.  I am always reminding 
everyone to help us �nd new 
members.  Sometime people �nd 
it hard or confusing to target new members because of our 
geographical requirements.  Well, here is an abbreviated 
set of guidelines.

1.  The minimum requirements to become a member of 
ADTA are at least �ve years of experience in the litigation 
and trial of civil actions on behalf of defendants, 
including individuals, business entities, insurance 
companies, self-insured and others and who possess 
the knowledge and skill to provide legal services of the 
highest standard.

2.  Cities, towns and municipalities are allowed one Prime 
member for each one million in population, or any 
portion thereof.  Cities can be 2 miles or 100 miles from 
each other, it doesn’t make any di�erence.  Each can 
have a member.

3.  In the event a city, town or municipality forms part of 
a metropolitan area having a population in excess of 
one million, we can allow an additional Prime member 
for that metropolitan area.  This is an alternative to 
the above, depending upon how the populations of 
defense counsel are grouped in an area.

4.  A �rm may have two Prime members but they must 
be in di�erent Cities and/or States.  A �rm may have 
as many associate members as it wishes.  However, 
the membership belongs to the Prime member.  If 
the Associate leaves, his membership is terminated.  
If the Prime member leaves, all Associate members 
remaining at the �rm are terminated.

5.  If a Prime member has not attended an annual meeting 
for four consecutive years, a new Prime member 
may be added to that Prime member’s City, Town 
or Metropolitan area.  Attendance of an Associate 
member of the Prime constitutes attendance by the 
Prime.  We do not kick out the existing Prime, only add 
an additional Prime member.

6.  There are other, less o¤en used, provisions regarding 
membership.  Review the ADTA Constitution, Article III 
– Membership for additional information.

If you have any question about the rules or requirements, 
call or write your local chair, regional chair, national chairs or 
our Director, Peggy Schultz.  Help us to help you and ADTA.  
You come in contact with great defense attorneys all of the 
time.  When you do, think ADTA!  If you don’t want to approach 
the person, pass the name up the list and we will do it.  

One last comment (famous last words from an attorney).  
Does your �rm have an associate member?  Why not?  The 
�rst membership year is free!  What an easy way to build up 

our diversity and bring in the new up and comers.  Add an 
associate member today.

A Word from Lou
Lou Sco�eld | Beaumont, TX

I attended a school sponsored seminar with my daughter. 
It was on the subject of human tra�cking. Being a light news 
day, a local television station attended and �lmed excerpts 
for the evening news, complete with audience shots. The 
next day I had countless visitors telling me that they saw me 
on the news. Some had it on their smart phones, and showed 
me. The shot was zoomed in on me, and had below it the 
feature title: “Human Tra�ckers.”  The graphics were done 
in such a way that a casual observer could only interpret 
what they were seeing as an example of a real live “Human 
Tra�cker”! They might just as well have said: “Yep, this is 
what one looks like. So mothers, when you see this man in 
your neighborhood, hustle the kids into the house and call 
the cops.”

So much for a lifetime as a pillar of the community. So 
much for building and guarding my reputation for decency 
and honor.

But that is not what really bothered me about the episode. 
What bothered me was that I did not want to recognize that 
short chubby old man depicted in the shot, as being me. I did…
but I didn’t.  Part of me wanted to say “Who the heck is that 
geezer?” But (sigh) I knew. Then in-rushed the next thoughts: 
“What happened? What happened to that thin, smart, longer 
haired blond guy with a quick wit, and a wild and dangerous 
look in his eye?” “I’m still here,” said a small voice inside, “but 
stu�ed into the body of a geezer guy who looks like a Human 
Tra�cker.”

In light of the foregoing episode, I decided to make this 
column a very short one that relates to growing old in the 
law practice. And despite some obvious “downsides” of aging 
(see above), I have decided to limit myself to the “upsides” of 
growing old in the law practice.

One positive is the deference others now give me. No 
I’m not talking about the “Sr. co�ee” at the Whataburger 
stand…although that is nice.  I’m talking about deference 
by the courts. For example, when I was starting out and 
had a hearing on some subject, I’d complete my argument 
to the Judge and he’d inquire: “Well Lou, do you have any 
cases or other authorities for that?”  Today, under the same 
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circumstances, I’ll complete my argument and a typical 
Judge will say: “Well?” and look at my opponent over the top 
of his glasses for a response.

It’s not just deference from Judges. I get it from some 
other lawyers too. I am frequently involved in multi-party 
cases and I’ve noticed that in depositions my limitations 
from being a geezer are o¤en useful. Like getting the plainti� 
to repeat a harmful admission because “I didn’t hear his 
answer.”  Or getting my client to stop and think during a 
damaging stretch of interrogation by opposing counsel, by 
imposing on opposing counsel to repeat his question. A¤er 
all I didn’t hear it. 

No one would have bought it when I was 30. But now…
And then there is the advantage of disability.  Now that I 

dodder around with a cane, I look more disabled than most 
plainti�s, and my impairments can’t help but in�uence a 
Jury considering damages. A¤er all, by comparison, many 
plainti�s look �t as a �ddle. 

And then there is the money. It is a strange phenomenon 
that when I was young, strong, and sharp as a tack, I was worth 
less per hour than I am now.  By virtue of years of inspired 
victories and years of brutal defeats, some sort of fairy dust 
got sprinkled upon me which gives me great value. Like on 
the PBS “Antique Road Show” where the beat up old furniture 
that has never been re-�nished is somehow priceless, I have 
become something that, by virtue of the old patina or tarnish, 
is worth more than something new…not that I’d draw much 
at an auction…but you get my point.  And I must tell you that 
getting paid, in part for what you know, and not only for what 
you do, is very nice.

So all in all the process of growing old in the law practice 
is not so bad, and is less bad than the option of not growing 
old in the law practice. 

*** Ordinarily I would have ended this column with the 
corny joke in the last sentence above. But I re-read this piece 
and realized that, while those of you who know me may get 
a chuckle out of the “Human Tra�cker” story,  I have not yet 
actually met most of you. So it may be necessary for me to 
say...this is very embarrassing to have to do this…No, I am 
not a human tra�cker. How do you know? A¤er all it was on 
the news. You know because I am a member of the ADTA. 
You can’t get into this club if you have more than a couple of 
recent felonies. 

New Members
St. Louis, Missouri.

Seth Graham Gausnell is the father of Rebecca, 22 and 
Graham, 18.  He is married to Susan Gausnell and also likes 
running and cycling.  He is presently with the �rm of Pitzer 
Snodgrass, P.C. and is a graduate of St. Louis University School 
of Law, 1986.  He practices in the areas of transportation, 
premises and insurance coverage, construction and general 
liability.  His honors and service include Missouri Super 
Lawyers and he anticipates will be placed on the Board of 
The Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers.  His email 
address is gausnell@pspclaw.com and telephone number is 
314-421-5545.

Tulsa, Oklahoma.
John R. Woodard, III, is a partner with the Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

law �rm of Co�ey, Senger & McDaniel. He received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the University of Tulsa in 1965 and a Juris 
Doctorate degree from the University of Tulsa, College of Law 
in December, 1967.  Following three years of trial practice 
as a Judge Advocate in the United States Marine Corps, Mr. 
Woodard returned to Tulsa and has been engaged in the 
active practice of law with emphasis in insurance coverage, 
personal injury, products liability and business litigation.  Mr. 
Woodard is a member of the Tulsa County Bar Association 
[Outstanding Young Lawyer in 1975, Outstanding Senior 
Lawyer in 2002 and honored with its Neil Bogan Award for 
professionalism in 2008] where he was Treasurer in 1976 and 
served as Chair of its Professionalism Committee in 2010. He 
is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association [Chairman of 
the Insurance Section in 1983]. He is a charter Life Fellow of 
the Tulsa County Bar Association Foundation and a Life Fellow 
of the Oklahoma Bar Association Foundation. Mr. Woodard 
served as President of his Law School Alumni Association 
in 2007, and was honored with the Law School’s Lifetime 
Achievement in Law Award in 2011.  Mr. Woodard is presently 
a member of the Oklahoma Association of Defense Counsel 
[Director and as its President in 1983], and a Past President 
of the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel. He was 
a Director of the Defense Research Institute from 1994 to 
1997. He also served as Secretary-Treasurer of the DRI. He 
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was elected to the American Board of Trial Advocates in 1991 
and was President of its Oklahoma Chapter (2008). His email 
address is john@csmlawgroup.com.

San Jose, California.
Todd A. Roberts is the father of Ashley 23, Ryan 19 and 

Emily 17.  He is married to Debra D. Dove who is a teacher.  His 
hobbies include sports, hiking, �shing, and volunteer work.  
He is presently with the �rm of Ropers, Majeski and Kohs & 
Bentley and is a graduate of U. C. Davis, 1987.  He practices 
in the area of commercial litigation.  His honors and service 
include AV rated Martindale Hubbell continuously since 
1997, recipient of John Appleman Award, 2005 Best Section 
Chair, Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel, Director 
of Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel, Dean, 
Litigation Management College (FDCC), Evony University.  
He went to the Tour de France and the Pamplon Spain this 
summer.

Dickerson, North Dakota.
Courtney Presthus is married to Rick Presthus who is 

a sales representative.  She likes to spend time with her 
horses and dog; travel and golf.  She is presently with the 
�rm of Ebelto¤, Sickler and is a graduate of the University of 
North Dakota, 2010.  She practices in the areas of insurance 
defense, and medical malpractice defense.  Her honors and 
service include IADC Trial Academy graduate, and the North 
Dakota State Representative – Defense Research Institute.  
She just became a partner and is very excited to be joining 
ADTA.

Waterloo, Iowa.
Henry J. Bevel, III is the father of Malcolm Bevel, 28, and 

Kwame Bevel, 27 and married to Daphne A. Bevel who is a 
teacher.  He likes bicycling, golf and reading.  He is presently 
with the �rm of Swisher & Cohrt, PLC and is a graduate of the 
University of Kentucky College of Law, 1984.  He practices 
in the areas of insurance defense, general litigation and 
personal injury and property damage litigation.  His honors 
and service include Board of Directors Iowa Defense Council 
Association 2007 – 2011.

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
George E. Powers, Jr. is the father of Rosemary 29, Charlotte 

26 and Thomas 24.  He is married to Marguerite Herman who 
is a journalist and lobbyist.  He likes to read, garden and cook.  

He has also been involved in the Wyoming High School Mock 
Trial program as a coach, judge, tournament organizer and 
jack-of-all-trades for the past �¤een years.  He is presently 
with the �rm of Sundahl, Powers, Kapp & Martin, LLC and is a 
graduate of the University of Wyoming, 1982.  He practices in 
the areas of general civil litigation, with areas of concentration 
including transportation law [railroads], professional liability, 
insurance coverage and natural resources.  He earned an “AV” 
rating from Martindale-Hubbell and has been recognized 
by “Best Lawyers in America”, “Super Lawyers”, “Chambers 
and Partners” and other organizations.  He has been an 
instructor at the University of Wyoming Law School Summer 
Trial Program.  He is the President-Elect of the Ewing T. Kerr 
Inns of Court.  His email address and telephone number is 
gpowers@spkm.org, 307-632-6421.  When he �rst came out 
West in 1975, he spent three years prospecting for uranium 
before he �nally slowed down and decided that Wyoming 
was the place for him.  He said it is one of the best decisions 
he ever made.

Cleveland, Ohio.
Todd M. Raskin is the father of Laura 28 and Lindsay 27.  

He is married to Cynthia (Cindy) Raskin who is an interior 
designer.  He likes to �sh, hunt, golf, travel and cook.  He is 
presently with the �rm of Mazanec, Raskin & Ryder Co., L.P.A. 
and is a graduate of Cleveland-Marshall Law and Cleveland 
State University.  He practices in the areas of civil rights 
and governmental liability, directors and o�cers liability, 
employment and labor law, insurance coverage and bad 
faith and municipal law.  His honors and service include an 
AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory, named 
best lawyer in America “Civil Rights Lawyer of the Year” in 
Cleveland (2013), selected as a best lawyer in America for Civil 
Rights Law (2012-2015), and named an Ohio super lawyer for 
Municipal Law by Ohio Super Lawyers magazine (2012-2015), 
Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel (FDCC) (Chair, 
Civil Rights and Public Entity Committee and Admissions 
Committee), Ohio State Bar Association, Cleveland 
Metropolitan Bar Association (Former Chair and Vice Chair, 
Certi�ed Grievance Committee), Cleveland Association of 
Civil Trial Attorneys, Ohio Association of Civil Trial Attorneys, 
Association of Defense Trial Attorneys, Defense Research 
Institute (DRI), Professional Liability Defense Federation, 
Litigation Counsel of America (Fellow), Judicial Conference – 
United States Court of Appeals – Sixth Circuit – Life Member, 
Cleveland Employment Law Inn of Court (Master Bencher).
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New Members

Robert L. Christie
Seattle, WA

Jeanne F. Lo�is
Portland, OR

Todd A. Roberts
San Jose, CA

Courtney Anne Presthus
Dickinson, ND

George William Vie, III
Galveston, TX

Daniel Keith Worthington, Esq.
McAllen, TX

John R. Woodard, III
Tulsa, OK

John Mark McAlester
Oklahoma City, OKAshley Halvorson

Arizona

John J. Burke
Boise, ID

George E. Powers, Jr.
Cheyenne, WY

D. Marc Lyde
Chico, CA

Seth Graham Gausnell
St. Louis, MO
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New Members

John A. Olah
Toronto, Ontario

Henry J. Bevel III
Waterloo, IA

Wendy G. Adkins
Morgantown, WV

Andrew Scott Chamberlin
Greensboro, NC

Thomas More Buckley, Esq.
Raleigh, NC

Matthew G. Mo�ett, Esq.
Atlanta, GA

Daniel Keith Worthington, Esq.
McAllen, TX

John Mark McAlester
Oklahoma City, OK

Heidi Ruckman
Rockford, IL

Amber Prince
Fayetteville, AR

Christine L. Mast
Atlanta, GA

Todd M Raskin
Cleveland,  OH

David L. Mills
Rolla, MO

Lauren S. Curtis
St. Petersburg, FL

Seth Graham Gausnell
St. Louis, MO  
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Rolla, Missouri.
David L. Mills is the father of Nickolas Mills 20 and 

Benjamin Mills 17.  He likes to golf and travel.  He is presently 
with the �rm of Thomas, Birdsong, Mills, McBride & Osborne, 
P.C. and is a graduate of the University of Missouri – Columbia, 
1989.  He practices in the areas of criminal and civil defense 
litigation.  His honors and service include Best Attorney – 
the Phelps County 2014 Readers’ Choice Awards, graduate 
of National Criminal Defense College, 1997, graduate of 
Western Trial Advocacy Institute, 1994, member of National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, member of 
Missouri Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, member 
of American Association of Premier DUI Attorneys. 

Chico, California.
D. Marc Lyde is the father of Brittan, Brianne and Morgan.  

He is married to Carla Lyde who is a stylist.  He likes to cycle 
and swim, and also is an amateur vintner.  He is presently with 
the �rm of Leonard & Lyde and is a graduate of the University 
of San Diego.  He practices in the areas of professional 
liability defense, insurance defense, business law, health care 
administrative practice, personal injury and medical liability.  
His honors and service include ADCNCN Board Member.  

Greensboro, North Carolina.
Andrew Scott Chamberlin is the father of Kelsey, 17 and 

Anna, 15.  He is married to Sheri Clark Chamberlin who is a 
homemaker and Mom extraordinaire.  He likes to scuba dive, 
ski, �sh and being active.  He is presently with the law �rm 
of Ellis & Winters, LLP and is a graduate of the University of 
Georgia 1990.  He practices in the areas of product liability 
litigation, commercial litigation, and intellectual property 
litigation.  His honors and service include Best Lawyers, 
Super Lawyers, NC Legal Elite, and IADC.

Portland, Oregon.
Jeanne F. Lo¤is is the mother of Zach, 20, Nick, 17, Lucy, 15 

and Joey, 11.  She is married to Blair T. Lo¤is who is a Global 
Director of Renewable Energy for Kleinfelder.  She likes to jog 
on a fairly regular basis, is the CFO and COO of a busy family 
of six and focuses on involvement in promoting opportunities 
for their youngest son with Down syndrome.  She is presently 

with the �rm of Bullivant Houser Bailey PC and graduated 
from McGeorge School of Law.  She practices in the areas 
of product liability and asbestos/mass tort.  Her honors and 
service include DRI State Leadership Award 2014; OR Assn. of 
Defense Counsel Appreciation Award 2012; DRI Exceptional 
Performance Citation 2011-2012; Best Lawyers in America 
2011 – 2015 (including 2014 Defendants’ Lawyer of the Year 
– Portland, OR Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions); Oregon 
Super Lawyers 2009- 2015 (including “Top 25 Women” list 
2011 – 2012); inducted in ABOTA 2010.

St. Petersburg, Florida.
Lauren S. Curtis is the mother of Ryan, 12, Catie, 10 and 

Michael, 7.  She is married to Clay Curtis works at Raymond 
James Financial Business Development.  She likes to go 
boating and biking with the family.  She is presently with the 
�rm of Traub, Lieberman, Straus & Shrewsberry, LLP and 
graduated from Florida State University College of Law in 
1998.  She practices in the area of insurance coverage and 
bad faith.  Her honors and service include Florida Legal Elite; 
2010 Tampa Bay Top Lawyers – Complex Litigation; FDCC – 
Co-Vice Chair Insurance Coverage Section; FDCC – Co-Vice 
Chair Local Meetings Committee.  

Raleigh, North Carolina.
Thomas M. Buckley is the father of Siena, 17, and Dalton, 

13.  He is married to Jennifer Buckley and also likes to go 
mountain biking, play poker and read.  He is presently with 
the �rm of Hedrick, Gardner, Kincheloe & Garofalo and is 
a graduate of Hastings College of Law and the University 
of California in 1990.  His honors and service include AV 
Martindale Hubbell; Best Lawyers in America 2013-present 
in Commercial Litigation and Insurance Law; Super Lawyers 
since 2010; and Legal Elite since 2009.  His leadership 
positions include managing partner, Raleigh o�ce of �rm; 
past chair, construction practice group, and North Carolina 
Association of Defense Attorneys.  His email address is 
tbuckley@hedrickgardner.com and phone number is 919-
719-3721.

McAllen, Texas.
Daniel Keith Worthington is the father of William, 

28, Matthew, 12 and Danielle, 11 and is married to Jeri 
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Worthington.  He is presently with the law �rm of Atlas, 
Hall & Rodriguez, LLP and is a graduate of the University of 
Houston Law Center, J.D. in 1992.  He practices in the areas 
of civil defense litigation since 1992.  The cases he currently 
handles primarily consist of personal injury, commercial 
and �rst party insurance defense matters.  His honors and 
service include former President of the Texas Association 
of Defense Counsel; former President of Tex-ABOTA, Rio 
Grande Valley Chapter; former member of the State Bar 
of Texas Rules of Evidence Committee; former member 
of the State Bar of Texas Pattern Jury Charge Committee-
Commercial and Employment.  He currently serves on the 
Lawyers’ Committee of the National Center for State Courts, 
the Board of Directors of the DRI, and he is the District 12 
Nominating Chair for the Texas Bar Foundation.  His email 
address is dkw@atlashall.com and his phone number is 956-
632-8293.

Toronto, Ontario.  
John A. Olah is married to Anne Olah.  He is presently with 

the law �rm of Beard Winter LLP and is a graduate of the 
York University (Glendon College) in 1970, Toronto, Ontario; 
Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto, Ontario in 1973; and 
the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1975.  He practices and 
specializes in the area of private international law work and 
acts for hotels and resorts in Mexico and the Caribbean.  His 
honors and service include the Law Society of Upper Canada, 
Advocates’ Society, Canadian Bar Association, American Bar 
Association, Association of Ski Defense Attorneys, Canadian 
Defense Lawyers and DRI.  His email address is jolah@
beardwinter.com and his phone number is 416-306-1818.

Atlanta, Georgia.
Matthew G. Mo�ett is married to Diane Mo�ett.  He is 

presently with the law �rm of Gray, Rust, St. Amand, Mo�ett 

& Brieske LLP.  He practices in the areas of serious injury and 
death cases for the defense in all Georgia courts.  His honors 
and service include member of the executive committee of 
the Georgia Defense Lawyers Association, and is an instructor 
at the GDLA Trial Academy.  He regularly speaks all over the 
country to lawyers, risk managers and claims professionals 
and has presented o¤en for the Defense Research Institute 
and the Claims and Litigation Management Alliance.  His 
email address is mmo�ett@grsmb.com and his phone 
number is 404-870-1030.

Seattle, Washington.
Robert L. Christie is married to Erin Christie.  He is 

presently with the law �rm of Christie Law Group, PLLC 
and is a graduate of the University of Washington in 1977 
and cum laude of the University of Puget Sound School 
of Law in 1980.  He practices in the areas of defense trial 
�rm representing national companies in Washington and 
Washington governments, police and professionals.  He has 
been in over 80 jury trials in 34 years.  His honors and service 
include director, FDCC, founding board member friends of 
Green Lake Crew, member of DRI, and Washington Defense 
Trial Lawyers.  His email address is bob@christielawgroup.
com and his phone number is 206-957-9669.

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
J. Mark McAlester is the Father of Meredith, 12; Caroline, 11; 

and Annalise, 11 (twins).  He is married to Rhonda McAlester 
who is a pediatric physical therapist.  When he is not keeping 
up with his three daughters, his hobbies include competitive 
sports, watching OU football, travel and golf.  He is presently 
with the �rm of Fenton, Fenton, Smith, Reneau & Moon and 
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is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma College of Law, 
1998.  He practices in the areas of insurance defense, with a 
focus on products liability, insurance coverage and insurance 
bad faith litigation; construction defect litigation; energy law 
and professional medical negligence.  His honors and service 
include Master, Luther Bohanon American Inn of Court; 
Member of the Oklahoma Association of Defense Counsel 
(OADC) and DRI.

Rockford, Illinois
Heidi Ruckman is the mother of Christopher, 11 and Jack, 

10.  She is married to P. S. Ruckman, Jr. who is a Professor 
at Rock Valley College.  Her hobbies include traveling with 
family, running half-marathons, music and keeping up with 
her boys who are busy with baseball, piano, guitar and drums.  
She is presently with the �rm of Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen.  
She practices in the areas of trucking, toxic tort and asbestos, 
agribusiness, and legal malpractice defense.  Her honors 
and service include Chair of the civil and appellate section 
– Winnebago County Bar Association, Board of Directors – 
Winnebago County Bar Foundation and Winnebago County 
Arbitrator.  Her email address is HRuckman@heylroyster.
com. 

Phoenix, Arizona.
Ashley Villaverde Halvorson is married to Mike Halvorson 

who is an attorney.  Her hobbies include checking out new 
restaurants.  She is presently with the �rm of Jones, Skelton 
& Hochuli, PLC.  She practices in the area of insurance 
defense – bad faith and general personal injury/wrongful 
death.  Her honors and service include Super Lawyers 
Southwest Rising Stars, 2013 to the present; Los Abogados, 
Arizona Hispanic Bar Association, Board of Directors 2013 to 
the present; Secretary 2014 to the present; Arizona State Bar; 
and Committee on Minorities and Women in the law, 2012-
2015.  Her email address is AHalvorson@Jsh�rm.com.

Boise, Idaho
John J. Burke is the father of Lara, 32 – one grandson 

Jack, 2; and Tonya, 30 – another grandson, John, 1.  He is 
married to Sherry Burke who is a nurse anesthetist.  His 
hobbies include sailing, skiing, and Boise State football.  He 
is presently with the �rm of Elam & Burke, P.A.  He practices 
in the areas of medical malpractice; products liability, 
including pharmaceutical and medical device litigation, as 
well as Section 1983 civil rights.  Also advises healthcare 

providers in the areas of Health Law compliance, license and 
privileging matters.  His honors and service include Super 
Lawyers 2010-2012, 2014-2015, member of the International 
Association of Defense Counsel, Past Board member (2005-
2010) and Past President (2011) of the Idaho Association of 
Defense Counsel; previously served on the DRI Board of 
Directors as Northwest Region Director (2011-2014); Former 
DRI State Representative (2004-2007).  His email address is 
jjb@elamburke.com.

Morgantown, West Virginia
Wendy G. Adkins is the mother of Aubrey, 4.  She is married 

to Bryce A. Adkins who is an occupation lawyer.  Her hobbies 
include running and photography.  She is presently with the 
�rm of Jackson Kelly, PLLC.  She practices in the areas of 
general litigation; employment and higher education.  Her 
honors and service include WVU College of Law Order of 
the Coif; 2012-2015 editions of West Virginia Super Lawyers 
Rising Stars for General Litigation Law.  Her email address is 
wgadkins@JacksonKelly.com.

Fayetteville, Arkansas
Amber Prince is the mother of Margot, 6 months.  She is 

married to George Rozzell who is an attorney.  Her hobbies 
include Arkansas Razorback sports, hiking and spending time 
with her new baby girl.  She is presently with the law �rm of 
Conner & Winters, LLP.  She practices in the areas of litigation 
and regulatory work primarily with the Transportation and 
Health Care Industries.  Her honors and service include Mid-
South Super Lawyers Rising Star from 2011 to the present, 
and 2013 Defense Research Institute Young Lawyers Liaison 
to Trucking Law Committee.  Her email address is APrince@
cwlaw.com.

Atlanta, Georgia
Christine L. Mast is the mother of Olivia, 18; Anabel, 16; 

and Aubrey, 13.  She is married to J. Timothy “Tim” Mast who 
is a complex litigation attorney at Troutman Sanders.  Her 
hobbies include cooking, reading, music, art, hiking and 
spending time with her three daughters.  She is presently 
with the �rm of Hawkins Parnell Thackston & Young, LLP.  
She practices in the areas of legal practice, legal malpractice, 
professional liability, disciplinary matters, insurance 
coverage, and commercial litigation.  Her honors and service 
include Best Lawyers Legal Malpractice Law – Defendants 
“Lawyer of the Year” in Atlanta (2015); The Best Lawyers in 
America, Legal Malpractice Law – Defendants (2011-2016); 
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Top 50 Women Georgia Lawyers, Super Lawyers Magazine 
(2008-2014);Top 100 Georgia Lawyers, Super Lawyers 
Magazine (2008); Super Lawyer “Rising Star”, Super Lawyers 
Magazine (2005-2006); Super Lawyer, Super Lawyers 
Magazine (2007-2015); AV Preeminent Peer Review Rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell; Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of 
Preeminent Women Lawyers; Litigation Counsel of America 
Trial Lawyer Honorary Society, Fellow; Founding member 
of State Bar of Georgia Professional Liability Committee 
and Executive Board Member; and Program Chair for ALFA 
Professional Liability Practice Group.  Her email address is 
CMAST@hptylaw.com.

Galveston, Texas
George W. Vie, III is married to Tera Wing Yuet Lam 

who is a homemaker.  His hobbies include sporting clays 
competitions, National Sporting Clays Association and 
FITASC; supporting the New Orleans Saints, playing the 
piano, keyboards and drums.  He is presently with the �rm 
of Mills Shirley, LLP and is a graduate of the University of 
Texas Law School.  He practices in the areas of civil appellate; 
governmental representation and insurance coverage 
litigation.  His honors and service include board certi�ed, 
civil appellate law; Super Lawyer, appellate; Sustaining Life 
Member; Texas Bar Foundation.  His email address is give@
millsshirley.com

What’s New in My State
Dina L. Torrisi

Welcome to my inaugural column 
of “What’s New in My State”. This is an 
exciting opportunity to meet and work 
with ADTA members and gain a greater 
perspective of the law across our 
nation. J. Campbell Helton provided an 
interesting article on what an Iowa jury 
decided when a spouse was charged 
with a felony a¤er allegedly engaging 
in sex with his wife who had Alzheimer’s. In Louisiana, Jim 
Nieset argued a case of �rst impression before the Louisiana 
Supreme Court on the sole issue of whether the collateral 
source rule applies to attorney negotiated discounts of a 
medical bill. Finally, new member Sandra Strempel reports 
from Vermont on a signi�cant victory for the insurance 
industry on whether the pollution exclusion bars coverage for 
all pollution injuries or only to injuries caused by traditional 
environmental pollution.

J. Campbell Helton
While the ADTA met in Ponte 

Vedra, Florida, an Iowa jury returned a 
verdict in a case that grabbed national 
attention. Henry Rayhons met Donna 
late in life. Both had previously been 
married and both had adult children 
from their �rst marriage. They were 
married in 2007 when they were both 
in their seventies. By all accounts they 
were mutually devoted. They sang in the church choir, he 

took up her beekeeping hobby, and she accompanied him 
to the statehouse when the legislature was in session (Mr. 
Rayhons is a former state representative). Eventually Donna 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and placed in a nursing 
facility.

As her cognitive ability declined, her adult daughter was 
appointed her guardian and health care power of attorney. 
In early May 2014, the family met with Donna’s doctor who 
informed them that Donna did not have the cognitive ability 
to consent to sexual activity. While the testimony at trial was 
that this part of the meeting took less than a few minutes, 
it was clear to all that Donna’s ability to make conscious 
choices was severely limited.

On May 23, 2014 Mr. Rayhons visited Donna at the facility. 
Donna’s 86 year old roommate was separated from the 
Rayhons by a curtain divider. She told sta� and testi�ed at trial 
that she heard “noises” which made her “uncomfortable.” 
However, at trial she was unable to de�nitively testify 
the noises were sexual in nature. Donna was taken to the 
hospital and examined for sexual assault. The results were 
inconclusive. Mr. Rayhons’ DNA was on her sheets, but the 
age of the stains could not be determined. In an interview 
with a state police o�cer, Mr. Rayhons seems to agree he had 
sexual relations (his lawyer argued that the state badgered 
the 78 year old into a confession). Mr. Rayhons was arrested 
and charged with a felony where he faced a sentence of up to 
ten years in prison if convicted.

At trial Mr. Rayhons testi�ed that he and Donna held 
hands and kissed that night, but denied any sexual contact. 
He did state that Donna continued to initiate intimate 
contact even a¤er the May 2014 family meeting. The jury 
acquitted Mr. Rayhons, but the case raises civil liability issues 
for many. From a nursing home perspective, what duty does 
it have to monitor its patients’ personal visits? If the patient 
seems “at risk” for nonconsensual sex, does the physician 
have a responsibility to write an order for supervised visits? 
What is the proper role of the health care power of attorney 
if they are not the spouse? What if he/she is the spouse? 
What if a person with dementia has some days where they 
are clearly lucid and others where they are not? What could 
the legislature do to protect those who can not provide 
consent in their senior years? With the coming of age all of us 
should be familiar with these issues whether they arise in our 
personal or professional lives.
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J. Campbell Helton (“Jay”), is a member of Whit�eld & 
Eddy, PLC and has been a member of the ADTA since 2011. 
Jay is a proud graduate of the University of Utah and Drake 
University Law School. Mr. Helton is a frequent speaker 
presenting topics on intellectual property, employment 
and commercial law. He serves currently as the Chair of 
Whit�eld’s Intellectual Property and Entertainment Law 
Practice Group. He and his wife Kimberly are the parents 
of four children and they will celebrated their twenty-�¤h 
wedding anniversary this August. They live in Des Moines and 
continue to lobby for the annual meeting to be held in Iowa in 
conjunction with the State Fair. 

Jim Nieset
Is a discount on a medical bill given 

by a provider to a plainti�’s attorney 
subject to the collateral source rule? An 
informal, hospitality-suite poll taken 
recently and late-night in Ponte Vedra 
says no. We’ll �nd out soon from the 
Louisiana Supreme Court when it rules 
on the case of Ho�man v. 21st Century 
North America Insurance Company, et 
al, 2013 La App unpub LEXIS 557, 2013WL5176914 (La App 
1st Cir 9/13/13). Jim Nieset argued the case to the Louisiana 
Supreme Court on May 5. 

Eddie Ho�man was injured in an automobile accident. 
He sued Carolyn Elzy and her liability insurer, 21st Century. 
During the course of his treatment, Mr. Ho�man had cervical 
and lumbar MRIs. The case went to trial before a judge in East 
Baton Rouge Parish. At trial, Mr. Ho�man’s lawyer introduced 
a bill from the MRI provider re�ecting a total price of $3,000 
for two MRIs. This bill went in without objection. At the close 
of its case, defense counsel introduced a certi�ed medical bill 
from the same imaging center for the same two MRIs. The 
bill totaled $950 and contained a notation of “ATTY W/O” of 
$2,050. This bill went into evidence without objection by Mr. 
Ho�man’s attorney. During cross, Mr. Ho�man testi�ed he did 
not know if the MRI bill had been paid and more importantly, 
he testi�ed he did not knowingly give up anything or pay 
anything to get the MRI bill reduced. The judge rendered a 
verdict in favor of Mr. Ho�man. His award included only $950 
for the MRIs; he did not award the full $3,000.

Mr. Ho�man appealed this judgment to the Louisiana 
First Circuit Court of Appeal. It a�rmed, holding that because 
Mr. Ho�man o�ered no evidence that he gave up anything 
in order to obtain the bene�t of the reduction on the MRI 
bill, the collateral source rule did not apply. The First Circuit 
granted re-hearing and a�rmed for a di�erent reason: the 
District Court’s decision to award the reduced fee over the 
total fee for the MRIs was not manifestly erroneous. 

Mr. Ho�man’s writ to the Louisiana Supreme Court was 
granted solely on the issue of whether the collateral source 
applies to attorney negotiated discounts of a medical bill. Up 
to this point, Louisiana courts have addressed the collateral 
source rule only in the context of Medicaid and health 
insurance. Louisiana case law holds that the plainti� is only 
entitled to collect the amount paid by Medicaid rather than 
the total amount. This is because the plainti� paid nothing for 
the bene�t of Medicaid and allowing the plainti� to recover 

the full payment would be unjust. Bozeman v. State, 2013-1016 
(La 7/2/14); 879 So2d 692. In brie�ng to the Supreme Court, 
the plainti� raised two issues:

1.  Who should receive the bene�t of an attorney 
negotiated discount of a medical bill; and 

2.  Whose burden is it to prove the application of the 
collateral source rule?

Mr. Ho�man argued in his brief that the defendant bears 
the burden of proving the plainti� did not give up anything 
or pay anything for the bene�t of the discount. He claimed 
that the contingency fee paid to his lawyer allows for the 
application of the collateral source rule. The plainti� likened 
payment of an attorney on a contingency fee to a premium 
paid by a plainti� for health or automobile insurance in order 
to obtain insurance coverage.

The case is under advisement and a decision is expected 
sometime this year. This is a hot-button issue for attorneys 
practicing personal injury law and is being closely watched. 
Stay tuned for an update from Jim when the Supreme Court 
issues an opinion.

Jim Nieset is a partner with Porteous, Hainkel and Johnson. 
He defends insurance companies in �rst and third party injury 
and property cases, handles coverage matters and bad faith 
litigation. Jim has tried a number of jury trials and judge trials 
to verdict, has argued in front of four of the �ve Louisiana 
Appellate Courts. The Ho�man case was his second in front 
of the Louisiana Supreme Court in his eighteen year career. 
He joined the ADTA in 2009 and attended his �rst meeting 
that year in Boston, shortly a¤er the BP Explosion in the Gulf 
of Mexico. He and his wife, Tory have attended every meeting 
since then.

Sandra Strempel
It may seem odd, but the state 

that has the highest percent of self-
proclaimed liberals, elected Bernie 
Sanders to the Senate, was the �rst to 
permit civil unions and require GMO 
labeling of foods, is also stingy when 
it comes to interpreting insurance 
coverage. On April 3, 2015, the Vermont 
Supreme Court bucked the national 
trend in holding that a pollution exclusion in a commercial 
liability policy barred coverage for medical injury claims 
stemming from the insured’s installation of spray foam 
insulation in a school.

School employee Shirley Uhler, and her husband Michael, 
�led a lawsuit for personal injuries allegedly caused by 
exposure to airborne chemicals and residue from spray foam 
insulation installed by Energy Wise Homes at the Shrewsbury 
Mountain School. Cincinnati Specialty Underwriters Insurance 
Company v. Energy Wise Homes, Inc., et. al., 2015 Vt. 52, 2015 
WL 1524206 (April 3, 2015). Energy Wise sought coverage 
for the claims under its commercial general liability policy 
which it purchased from Cincinnati Specialty Underwriters 
Insurance Company. Cincinnati agreed to defend the suit 
under a reservation of rights agreement and subsequently 
�led a declaratory judgment action on the coverage issue.

Cincinnati argued that the broad language of the pollution 
exclusion and additional exclusions in the policy clearly 
provided no coverage for personal injury claims relating to 
toxins, chemicals or pollutants. Energy Wise and the Uhlers 
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contended that the exclusions were ambiguous and should, 
therefore, be construed in favor of the insured. They claimed 
the history of the development of the pollution exclusion 
shows that it was intended to protect only against liability for 
“traditional” environmental hazards (the gradual/repeated 
discharge of hazardous substances into the environment), 
not “ordinary acts of negligence involving harmful 
substances”, citing MacKinnon v. Truck Insurance Exchange, 
73 P.3d 1205 (Cal. 2003). The defendants also argued that 
Cincinnati’s interpretation was so broad it would render the 
policy meaningless because it would not cover claims arising 
out of the typical type of work conducted by Energy Wise – 
the installation of spray foam insulation.

The trial court agreed with the insured but the Vermont 
Supreme Court reversed and remanded the case, �nding that 
the pollution exclusion language of the policy was “clear and 
susceptible of only one possible interpretation”. The court 
recognized that its ruling meant that the policy would not 
cover the “type of claims that one might reasonably expect to 
arise in the course of Energy Wise’s business”. Nevertheless, 
the court noted that the policy does provide coverage for 
other liability risks such as slip-and-fall injuries and, in any 
event, “an insured’s reasonable expectations cannot trump 
unambiguous policy language”.

The Vermont Supreme Court’s decision was a signi�cant 
victory for the insurance industry because nationally the 
courts had been split on the issue of whether the pollution 
exclusion bars coverage for all injuries caused by pollutants 
or whether the exclusion applies only to injuries caused 
by traditional environmental pollution. The more recent 
decisions, such as Midwest Family Mut. Ins. Co. v. Wolters, 831 
N.W.2d 628 (Minn. 2013), favored narrower interpretations 
of the pollution exclusion. The Vermont Supreme Court’s 
ruling was also a pleasant surprise to insurers due to the 
state’s reputation for favoring insureds. Sandra’s colleagues, 
Shapleigh Smith and Sophie Zdatny, represented Cincinnati 
in this pollution coverage case. Shap also happens to be 
the Speaker of the Vermont House of Representatives and 
led that legislative branch when the civil union and GMO 
labeling laws were passed. Shap is a shining example of how 
a “Vermont liberal” can be a darn good insurance defense 
lawyer!

Sandra A. Strempel is a Director of Dinse, Knapp & 
McAndrew, PC. and concentrates her practice in three 
areas: litigation, family law, and immigration law. She has 

successfully tried many civil and criminal cases in both state 
and federal courts. These cases involved a variety of issues 
including professional liability, products liability, personal 
injury, liquor liability, contractual disputes, premises liability, 
fraud, drug distribution and money laundering. Ms. Strempel 
has also prevailed in a number of appeals before the Vermont 
Supreme Court and in the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Second and Fourth Circuits. Ms. Strempel’s litigation 
practice focuses primarily on the defense of professional 
malpractice claims. Sandra’s �rst ADTA meeting was at Ponte 
Vedra and she looks forward to Monterey in 2016.

Constitutional Changes
President Balmert appointed an Ad Hoc Subcommittee 

to consider renaming the Executive Director position to 
Assistant Secretary on the Executive Council, without voting 
rights, so the Assistant Secretary could be guaranteed the 
position as covered by the ADTA’s insurance policies.  Stated 
another way, could our Executive Secretary be given a non-
voting o�cer position where she would be covered by the 
ADTA’s insurance policy?

Committee members Matt Bailey, Pierre Belanger, Ed 
Birk, and David Zizik unanimously agreed that the Executive 
Secretary should be given the non-voting position of 
Assistant Secretary.

It was unanimously recommended to the Executive 
Council that, even though the Executive Secretary may be 
covered under the “Insured Persons” part of our policy, in 
order to make it clear, the ADTA would do two things:

(1)  Ask our insurance broker to include a speci�c 
endorsement for the Executive Secretary; and

(2)  Add a Constitutional Amendment to Article V of the 
O�cers provision as follows:

  The o�cers of the Association shall be a President, 
President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary, and a 
Treasurer, who shall be elected by the membership 
at the annual business meeting.  In addition, 
the Executive Council may authorize the 
employment of Assistance Secretary, without 
vote, or such other persons that the Executive 
Council deems necessary to conduct the work 
of this Association, none of whom need to be a 
member of this Association, and to �x the duties 
and compensation of such persons.  The o�ces of 
Secretary and Treasurer may be combined by the vote 
of the Executive Council.  The duties of the o�cers 
shall correspond to the usual duties of persons holding 
similar o�ces in organizations of this character, or as 
may be more speci�cally de�ned in the By-Laws and 

For more information on ADTA please contact:
Peggy Schultz, Executive Director

4135 Topsail Trail • New Port Richey, FL 34652
727.850.0350

pschultz@adtalaw.com
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as directed by the Executive Council.  The Executive 
Council may delegate to such Executive Director 
any such duties of the o�cers of the Association, 
except those of the President.

The Amendment was unanimously approved at the 
November Executive Council Meeting.  

This Constitutional Amendment was properly sent to our 
membership prior to the Annual Meeting.  

At the Annual Meeting, a¤er discussion, it was moved and 
seconded that the Constitutional Amendment to Article V 
be approved.  A¤er a vote, the Amendment was unanimously 
approved.

Did You Know? 
The ADTA invites select members who are “proven and 

recognized successful professionals possessing the highest 
skill level of a defense trial attorney in civil cases.”  The 
association encompasses the United States including Puerto 
Rico, Canada, The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  

The Association of Defense Trial Attorneys has two 
main objectives: to provide an opportunity for the proven 
successful defense trial attorneys to associate with similarly 
quali�ed trial attorneys for professional, social and business 
purposes, and to identify the successful defense trial attorney 
for those persons in search of such an attorney.

ADTA meetings o�er outstanding continuing legal 
education programs, social events, entertainment, and 
travel opportunities for each member and their family. 
The annual meeting CLE programs are presented by highly 
quali�ed and knowledgeable persons on timely and relevant 
topics. The Association prequali�es the CLE for each state’s 
licensure requirements and assist members in obtaining the 
maximum credit available.

The membership is also listed in a published Directory 
which is distributed annually to over 1500 di�erent potential 
clients and consumers of our professional services. The 
annual meetings also o�er unique opportunities to explore 
the venue of the annual meeting with trips, activities and 
events designed just for its members. Formal dinners, dances 

and hospitality events provide multiple opportunities for 
social and business interaction. The Association has its own 
newsletter, the Association Press, by which the membership 
may report and learn of the news about each other and its 
membership. Interested? Become a member.

Speci�c examples of the bene�ts of membership include:
•  Participation in annual meetings at unique locations 

throughout the world;
•  Nationwide prequali�ed CLE programs presented 

by highly knowledgeable individuals on timely and 
relevant topics;

•  Free quarterly webinars on topics of practical concern 
for litigators;

•  Member listing in a published directory distributed 
annually to over 1500 di�erent potential consumers of 
our professional services;

•  The opportunity to publish in the ADTA newsletter, 
the Association Press, in which the membership may 
report and learn of the news about each other and its 
membership;

•  The ability to easily obtain and exchange information 
with other members regarding expert witnesses, judges 
and issues of legal interest;

•  The opportunity to cross-market with other members, 
in an environment where each member is truly “one in 
a million.”

ADTA Talks
The ADTA National Legal Issues Committee, chaired by 

Brooks Magratten, has lead a very successful new program, 
“ADTA Talks.” These are monthly conference calls open to 
all ADTA members and have been more than CLE, they have 
become an opportunity to connect with fellow members and 
participate in interesting discussions.  So far, the programs 
have included:

“We Prefer to Reefer: The Booming Pot Business in 
Colorado” Kevin Amatuzio and others spoke on what the 
legalization of marijuana has meant to the legal climate of 
Colorado and other states.

“Moving & Shaking in Oklahoma:  The Impact of Fracking”  
Cary Hiltgen discussed the fracking boom and what it has 
meant for Oklahoma and the environmental fallout.
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Sandra Corbett led a program called “Why Canadian 
Lawyers are so Damn Nice:  The Culture of the Canadian Bar”.  
Sandra and other Canadian members talk about the culture 
of the Canadian bar. 

Brooks Magratten, Chair, National Legal Issues has put 
together a new ADTA endeavor to connect our members 
through monthly conference calls (30 - 45 minutes in length).  
These are not CLE; just good presenters with interesting 
discussion that any member can gain professional and 
personal advancement.

We know your schedules are busy but you call-in, put the 
phone on “mute” and sit back.  We know that you are looking 
at that cell phone and those emails coming but we can’t see 
you.  Just call in and listen.  You might learn something new.  
Look for the emails to announce and participate.

Friday, October 16
noon PDT / 3 pm EDT
“The Care & Feedling of Millennial Associates: What 
Makes Young Lawyers Tick”
Presented by Brooks Magratten
Friday, November 20
noon PDT / 3 pm EDT
“Girl Talk: Geting Women in the Courtroom”
Presented by Bill Sampson

From Our 
Executive 
Director

It is not o¤en that I write a 
column for our Association Press.  
I feel you hear enough through 
emails.   But maybe it is time to 
provide one short article that is not 
in an email.

I’ve just returned from 
Monterey for a site review to meet with the di�erent venues 
and contacts to work through the details for our April 
meeting.  Steve and Linda Gurnee have been so gracious 
as Meeting Host and have opened many doors for special 
activities for our group.  Steve can explain more in his column 
but I want to assure you those who sign up for the various 
Optional Events are going to leave the meeting with some 
great outdoor experiences!  I must say that I tested the 
waters outside the hotel by kayaking and fell in love with the 
setting and the sea lions.  Anybody can kayak!  You must try 
it.  We will launch right next to the hotel.  This is just one of 
the outdoor activities you can enjoy.  So make the most out of 
your trip to Monterey!

On another note, the website this past year has taken 
considerable time and energy to �nally mature to the least 
complicated format.   Many members assisted me by testing 
the site and working past the issues.  There was some 
intricate development in the backend of the site to enable 
our database to assist with providing a better analysis of our 
membership and production of reports. 

 Sound simple---Right!   Please update your pro�le and 
submit your big wins for posting on the website.  

As a matter of daily routine, our group is always engaged 
in the negotiating and planning of at least three meetings, 
with the next upcoming meeting getting the current focus 
---Monterey, and Nashville.  

We are excited about having our �rst ADTA Reception 
during the DRI Annual Meeting.  Be sure to stop in on 
Wednesday, October 7 at 5:30 p.m. in Maryland C Room.  
Keep the reservations coming in for the Old Ebbitt Grill ADTA 
dinner also during the DRI Annual Meeting in Washington, 
D.C.   This occurs immediately following our Reception. at 
7:30 p.m.  

The next ADTA webinar is planned for October 21 with 
Amanda Cialkwoski. Nilan Johnson Lewis, PA,  Minneapolis, 
MN presenting on “Ethics: Can a Party Ethically In�uence the 
Internet in Anticipation of Juror Misconduct?”    Look for the 
emails to sign up to attend.

Membership in ADTA is an honor.   The ADTA is an 
organization that is truly di�erent from any other for a variety 
of reasons.  There is no better way to discover for yourself 
what you can gain professionally and personally through 
association with our members.  Your involvement is needed 
and appreciated.

Peggy 

Where Will You Be 
in April, 2017?

You will be in Nashville, Tennessee.
We will head to Nashville, Tennessee for our 2016 Annual 

Meeting set for Wednesday, April 19 through April 23, 2016.  
You will hear more about our meeting and Nashville in the 
coming issues.  Nashville’s history, diversity, ingenuity, and 
prominence as the Music City still surprises many, even those 
that call it home.  From its very beginnings, music has been 
the common thread connecting the life and soul of the city 
and its people. And visitors have ventured here to experience 
the music that weaves such a fundamental pattern in its 
cultural, business and social fabric.  

From our famous ADTA Hospitality Room, plan to visit 
some of these sites: County Music Hall of Fame and Museum, 
RCA Studio B, The Parthenon, Bluebird Café’, The Listening 
Room Café’, the Ryman Auditorium, The Hermitage and on 
what is called the Honky Tonk Highway the Tootsie’s Orchid 
Lounge, Legends Corner, Second Fiddle, The Stage, Layla’s 
Bluegrass Inn and Robert’s Western World.  We know that 
Jeanne and Gino Marchetti will plan a wonderful meeting. 

James D. Holland, Co-Editor
C. Douglas Dooley, Co-Editor
Denise Anderson, John Burke, David Rosenbaum 
Monte Clithero, Elizabeth Fleming, Jim Craig
Paul M.Finamone

ADTA Publications Committee
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