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President’s Message
We have had over seventy-�ve Presidents during 

the long life of our organization. They were from 
all over North America.   While I have only met 
the last ��een or so, each obviously has provided 
wonderful leadership, building our Association into 
what it is today.  My introduction to the ADTA came 
through several of them more than a decade ago. 
They were, at once, gracious and welcoming.  They 
were people I respected and the kind of women and 
men I wanted to be around. But each, in their own way, described the ADTA 
as unique. As we travel as ambassadors of the ADTA, we work to show and 
describe what makes our group special and unique.  

It is that uniqueness that I write about today.  Di�cult to capture in the 
usual mission statement or elevator speech, our uniqueness springs from 
the relationships we create during our time together. Many legal groups on a 
local, national and international level talk in terms of what they do, and they 
do a lot. They provide great value. The ADTA is di�erent, a complement to 
other legal groups, but di�erent.  Our uniqueness comes, I think, from who 
we are and not just what we do. The true bene�t from membership in the 
ADTA comes from the relationships formed during our meetings.  What is 
singular, what is spectacular about the ADTA, can only be understood from 
being at one of our meetings, from meeting and enjoying the company of 
our members and their families. It is from our meetings that the bene�ts of 
membership in the ADTA reveal themselves.  

It is also those unique relationships and opportunities that give rise to 
the secondary bene�t of membership in the ADTA.  Business referrals.  We 
do not talk much about the many referrals that �ow from getting to know 
other members from around the world at our meetings.  We sometime shy 
away from touting this secondary bene�t. The trust and respect that grows 
from getting to know each other makes us very comfortable in sharing our 
clients with other members, in knowing that our clients will be treated well 
and represented well by excellent attorneys, attorneys whom we trust.  As 
discussed later in this edition, the referrals among our members are quiet 
substantial.  This year alone there were millions of dollars of referrals. As we 
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considered “The Strubinger Award” this year, the committee 
worked through more than forty nominations from dozens 
of states and from around the world. And those were just 
referrals that were reported.

If you are a new member or an old member who has yet to 
attend an Annual Meeting, come and see.  Scotland in 2019, 
Denver in 2020 and Asheville in 2021 are where you need to 
be. We are unique.

Thank You, ADTA

Tom Hurney, Immediate Past President

Cis Hurney raised me to send “thank you” notes.  So, let 
me take a moment to send a “thank you” note to the ADTA for 
allowing me to serve as President, one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my personal and professional career.  I want 
to particularly thank James Holland who got an unexpected 
head start on his Presidency by pitching in while I was in a 
long trial starting the year 2018.  (A�er all, ADTA members 
try cases).  With Peggy, the O�cers and EC members, I was 
surrounded by ADTA Excellence and any success we had 
was the result of a great team of which I was proud to be a 
part.  I was so glad to have my family at Austin, the �rst time 
I had them all at one meeting and I most de�nitely could 
not have done any of it without my fabulous wife Julia.  To all 
the members of the Great ADTA Nation, it is my enormous 
privilege to be your fellow member, colleague and friend.  
See you all in Scotland.

A Word 
From Lou
Tom Hurney

In view of this, and since I have 
written all that can be written, this is 
my last installment of “A Word from 
Lou.”  Over these years you have 
dragged yourself through almost 
30 columns (I lost count) on topics ranging from how to 
be a boss, jury selection, mugging it up to the press, war 
stories, closing argument, giving a seminar presentation, 
and “The Bear Story.” It has been great fun. Thank you for 
reading them.

So ended the last column by Lou Sco�eld, trial lawyer, 
commentator, ADTA’s reigning Bard and perhaps most of 
all, Texan.  When asked to continue with this column, I had 
to think long and hard about whether I (or anyone) could (or 
should) even try.  But a core value of being an ADTA member 
is that when the ADTA asks, you do (the Bob Tait Rule).  So I’ll 
give it a shot.  

First of all, what to call this column.  A number of names 
came to mind, but unless there is objection from the man 
himself, I think I’ll just keep “A Word from Lou.”  I do this with 
the knowledge that the title may very well be the best thing 
in each column; if so, that’s OK.  At the least, I’ll do my best to 
maintain this �ne ADTA tradition.  

I have been thinking a lot about politics, and the rancor 
with which our legislators and politicians treat each other.  
Don’t worry, I’m not about to step on the third rail.  What I have 
been thinking about is that we need more lawyers involved in 
politics, and not less.  One of my doctor friends commented 
“that’s all we need.”  Here’s why I think he’s wrong.

The one thing lawyers do, every day, is to solve the problems 
of others.  Sure, we have lives, families and problems of our 
own, both professional and personal, but our job, our chosen 
profession, is to solve the problems of others.  If we are good 
at it, we make a comfortable living as problem solvers; if not, 
maybe we don’t.  

How do we solve problems?  We do our jobs within the 
scope of Ethics rules that command us to zealously, but 
ethically, advance the position of our client.  If you are a trial 
lawyer, the problem you get to solve is some sort of claim 
against your client.  You �gure out the claim – what is the 
claim, what are the facts (who saw what when, how exactly 
does that gizmo work or why did you remove the gizzard, 
etc.) and then you �gure out your defenses.  You investigate, 
discover and come to the point of understanding where you 
can explain the risk to your client and provide options.  As 
defense trial lawyers, we dream of the client who says “not 
a dime in settlement – I’d rather pay you.”  Most cases don’t 
go there; in fact, many don’t go there because lawyers put 
self-interest aside and advise clients “don’t do that.” With 
an appreciation of bene�t and risk, the client can decide 
the best option; then your job it to pursue it, zealously and 
ethically.  All the while, good lawyers don’t demonize their 
colleagues on the other side, instead recognizing that they 
have a problem to solve as well.  Once you’ve solved one 
problem – by dismissal, settlement or trial – you move on 
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to the next one.  Or the basket full of problems you’ve been 
handling alongside this one.  Problem identi�ed, problem 
understood, problem solved.  

Just Google “what percentage of civil cases go to trial,” and 
you’ll con�rm what we’ve known for years – that statistics 
show the decline in the number of cases resolved by trial.  
Federal court statistics show a decline in civil cases resolved 
by trial from 4.3% in 1990 to 1% in 2016 (take a look online 
at http://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/�les/data_tables/
j�_4.10_0930.2016.pdf).  So, we all know that in most of 
our cases, we’ll have to negotiate a settlement acceptable 
to both sides.  For lawyers on both sides, whether or not 
there is someone in the middle like a mediator, there is the 
de�ning point at which your opponent must know that your 
o�er (or demand) is all there is and won’t change.  Some 
of us are lucky enough to have settled cases where that 
moment is one where you look your colleague on the other 
side in the eye and say “that’s it.”  At that point, you usually 
have a settlement (sometimes not).  In either event, in the 
vast majority of circumstances, you shake hands with your 
colleague on the other side, knowing that you will meet 
again.   (Over the years, at trial, I always shake my opposing 
colleague’s hand once the jury goes to deliberate.  It is at that 
moment, before you know the result, that you can best tell 
your colleague “well tried.”)

So, in case I’ve lost you (apologies to Lou if I have), lawyers 
(because we must) have an appreciation of the other sides’ 
position and take it into account in solving problems.   Our 
legislatures, state and federal, should do the same.  They have 
baskets of problems to solve.  The only way the baskets of 
problems will ever get solved is if our legislators identify and 
understand the problems and proceed to solve them, knowing 
there are di�ering opinions on what the �nal solution should 
be.  And sometimes putting self interest aside.  Anyone can 
be a bomb thrower and not solve problems.  Those folks, as 
lawyers, don’t last long.  Or at least most of them don’t.  Great 
lawyers �nd a way to e�ectively solve their clients’ problems, 
shake their colleagues’ hand and move on.  I wish the same 
for our legislators.  

And that, my ADTA friends, is my �rst “Word from Lou.”  
More to come.  

Taits Recognized with 
Presidential Award

When was the last time you missed an ADTA Annual 
Meeting?

Where were you thirty-three years ago? 

It is wonderful to see our friends at our Annual Meeting, to 
catch up on their families, to hear of their trial experiences, 
and to laugh and joke about great memories and create new 
ones. Like all organizations, we have our traditions and folks 
who carefully guard them.  Some members have important 
institutional knowledge and some are simply institutions 
themselves. We have members who have not missed an 
annual meeting in several decades.  Do you remember where 
you were in 1985?  

Two of our special “institutions” have not missed a meeting 
in 32 years.  They joined the ADTA in the Fall of 1985 and 
attended their �rst meeting in April of 1986. They were late to 
one as a lengthy trial alongside Past-President Fred Raschke 
kept them away until early the Friday night of the 2009 
meeting. As long as I can remember, during every meeting 
we have been able to hear him, sometimes reluctantly, sing 
“Danny Boy” on the bus back from a dinner somewhere.  He 
also gives a deep yet tender voice to our annual memorial 
tribute to our members no longer with us.

Bob and Donna Tait received the 2018 President’s Award 
for their long years of service, fellowship and support of 
the ADTA.  Bob and Donna have been a cornerstone of the 
ADTA. Donna has served as an ambassador to our sister 
organizations and has been a constant presence at our 
meetings, welcoming new members and spouses, and 
pitching in whenever and whatever.  Bob served the ADTA 
on the Executive Council (elected 1992), as Treasurer (2002-
07), and as President in 2009-10.  A�er serving as President, 
Bob continued his service as the �rst chair of the Finance & 
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Investment Committee, as a mentor to o�cers and members, 
and most recently as our �rst Historian, providing an updated 
history of the ADTA.  Presenting the Award, President Tom 
Hurney noted that the only question asked by the Taits is 
“what can we do?”

Our meetings are made better by their presence; the ADTA 
better by their warm smiles. We are made better by knowing 
them.  At the end of Bob’s reading during the Memorials part 
of our meeting each year, he reads a new poem.  This year’s 
poem, to me, describes the Taits: 

“If you love what you’re doing, and you love the people 
you share life with, the days pass quickly – even too quickly.  
There is no greater blessing, no greater wish for any of us, 
than to �ll our days with meaning and with sharing, and to 
�nd purpose in everything we do. May we all �nd the way 
to that blessing, and may we always look back on our days, 
grateful for what we have done, only wondering how quickly 
the time has passed.”

Thank you, Donna.  Thank you, Bob.

James
James Holland

ADTA President

Join Us in London 
Following Our 2019 
Annual Meeting
The Perry’s host a mighty adventure.  
Jane and Bill Perry

Following our meeting in Scotland in late April and early 
May, 2019, we have an excellent adventure planned for those 
who may want to linger a few more days before returning 

stateside.  Jane and Bill Perry will be our host on our ADTA 
London Post Trip.  We will head South out of St. Andrews and 
into London on Saturday morning, May 4, 2019.  We have the 
best guides possible, the Perry’s, for four days of intelligent 
fun and clever adventure. Here is what Bill has sent us for 
this issue:

The Eurocrats were demanding too much money. The 
Eurocrats were imposing their ways on the British. The 
Eurocrats wouldn’t take ‘no’ for an answer. Fortunately the 
British had a determined, steely, female leader who was 
prepared to take them on. 

Her name was not Margaret Thatcher but Boadicea 
(Boudicca if you prefer). The Eurocrats were from Rome not 
Brussels; the year was 60 AD.

Unlike Margaret Thatcher, she lost. She and her entire 
army were annihilated by Suetonius Paulinus and his. (His 
statue is in Bath, which the Romans called Aquae Sulis, where 
the Roman Baths are open to see.) Her statue, in her chariot, 
however, stands proudly on Westminster Embankment 
opposite the House of Commons. 

London’s history began a few years earlier, but Boadicea’s 
rebellion, in which she burnt it to the ground and massacred 
anyone who didn’t �ee, marks one of its earliest ‘interesting 
times’. There have been a number of those but the Romans 
were the �rst (in 43 AD) of the only two (the Angles and Saxons 
were actually invited over; they – rather more than expected -  
stayed perrnanently instead of going home ; does that make 
them invaders?) successful invaders over the whole history 
of the island of Britain. 
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The Roman walls of London also still stand (in part). They 
can be found (along with a statue of the emperor Trajan) 
by Tower Hill Tube station (and under the Guildhall). This 
is across the road from the main bastion of the only other 
people ever to have conquered Britain (the Normans in 
1066): the Tower of London.

So a tour of London takes you through 2000 years of 
the history of a small island that is the home of democracy, 
the common law and the rule of law – and the greatest 
imperial power the world has ever seen. Besides the Tower 
of London, which houses the Crown Jewels and where you 
can see Traitors’ Gate (the river gate where serious traitors 
were brought in by river so that the mob couldn’t try to 
release them), visit Westminster Hall (part of the Palace of 
Westminster, also known as the Houses of Parliament) built 
in 1097 by King William II with walls 6 feet thick. 

This is the place where Charles I was tried and condemned 
to death for treason in 1649 (there is a plaque where he sat) – a 
novel idea that kings were subject to the law. This is the place 
where Winston Churchill lay in state. This is the entrance to 
the Parliament established in 1265 by Simon De Montfort, 

the current buildings for which include the iconic Big Ben. Of 
course you will want a tour of the Palace of Westminster (and 
the gi� shop).

You must visit Nelson’s column of course; another invader 
(France) repelled! Apsley House (1, London) has been the 
home of the Dukes of Wellington since 1819 and is open to the 
public. Why not go to the War Rooms, from which Winston 
Churchill directed the Second World War from 1939 to 1945? 

If you like royalty, we have Buckingham Palace (‘Buck 
House’ as we locals call it, because it was called Buckingham 
House when and because it was built for the Duke of 
Buckingham in 1703 before George III bought it in 1761 for 
Queen Charlotte) and Kensington Palace, where Charles 
and Diana used to live and William and Kate and their 
children, and Harry and Meghan, live now. There is Clarence 
House, where Prince Charles now lives; St James’s Palace 
and Hampton Court Palace. Kensington Palace (part) and 
Hampton Court Palace are open to the public. Obviously 
(though you can watch the Changing of the Guard at Buck 
House) only the State Apartments at Buck House are ever 
open to the public and sadly they are not open in May (come 
back from the beginning of July to the end of September for 
those). But the Buckingham Palace gi� shop is open all year 
round ... .

The Queen’s Gallery at Buckingham Palace is fortunately 
open all year round for all who love art. And if you are a 
culture vulture, you can choose between the British Museum, 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, the National Gallery, the 
National Portrait Gallery, the Royal Academy, the Wallace 
Collection, The Tate Gallery, Tate Britain, the Natural History 
Museum, the Science Museum, the Imperial War Museum;  
Royal Opera House, the Coliseum (English National Opera), 
the multitudinous theatres around Piccadilly Circus– where 
you must visit Eros (actually the statue is of his brother 
Anteros but don’t tell anyone) of course - and Sha�esbury 
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Avenue. Shakespeare’s Globe, on the South Bank (of the 
Thames) gives you both history and culture!

Of course you must see Westminster Abbey, founded by 
King Edward the Confessor in 1042 (on a site where there has 
probably been a church since about 600 AD). The present 
Abbey building was started by King Henry II in 1245. You can 
have tea in the Cellarium Café and Terrace in Dean’s Yard. 
(Much cheaper than tea at the Ritz; though you can book tea 
there too if you like – well in advance.) Then of course there 
is St Paul’s, Wren’s masterpiece, and all his other splendid 
churches. (Don’t forget to see the Monument to the Great 
Fire of London in 1666, which made all his building possible.) 
If you are a Catholic there is Westminster Cathedral. If 
Orthodox, there is the Cathedral of the Dormition. The 
Sandys Row Synagogue (built in 1766 as a Huguenot church 
and converted to a synagogue in 1854) is the oldest askhenazi 
synagogue in London.

If you just prefer the “sights of London” the London Eye 
will take you up for a great view. There is Piccadilly Circus. 
There is Trafalgar Square and The Mall. There is Horseguards 
Parade. There is Greenwich Hospital and the Greenwich 
Observatory. There is the Cutty Sark. There is Tower Bridge. 
There is HMS Belfast. 

As lawyers, don’t forget the Law Courts (civil cases) and 
the Old Bailey (criminal). If it is sitting you are also welcome 
to pop in to watch the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom 
and/or Her Majesty’s Privy Council, the highest Court for a 

number of other countries (it too has a gi� shop!). The Inns 
of Court (where the barristers work) are a tranquil idyll, 
opposite the Law Courts, whose grounds include The Temple 
Church – and the Middle Temple has an original copy of the 
Declaration of Independence (though they won’t bring it out 
except on special occasions; sorry).

If you like open spaces there is Hyde Park and Kensington 
Gardens, home of Peter Pan (visit his statue). There is Green 
Park. There is Regents Park (where the American ambassador 
lives – the American Embassy is now ‘south of the river’ 
(Thames) surrounded by a moat, just like the Tower). There is 
St James’s Park. There is Richmond Park. Don’t feed the deer!

Don’t forget the food. London has one of the best and most 
eclectic food scenes in the world. Ranging from Le Gavroche 
(London best French restaurant), through Rules (London’s 
oldest restaurant, opened in 1798, famous for real English 
food), through any number of glitzy or excellent ethnic 
places covering everything from Italian to Nepali, Australian 
to Japanese, Chinese to Peruvian, to old English pubs such as 
the Jamaica Wine House (on the site of the �rst co�ee house 
in London, opened in 1652) and Simpsons Tavern, opened in 
1757 (not Simpsons in the Strand, a di�erent but also famous 
eatery), to say nothing of Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese in Fleet 
Street  – �rst opened 1538, current building from shortly a�er 
1666, patrons including Charles Dickens, G K Chesterton and 
Samuel L Clemens/Mark Twain.  

If your children are getting bored there is the London 
Aquarium, London Zoo, maybe a river cruise, the London 
Dungeon, Madame Tussaud’s, the Planetarium, Hamleys ( our 
greatest toy store), and other similar attractions. Legoland is 
25 miles west of London (along with Windsor Castle, Eton 
College and so on all within 5 miles of each other). 

Never forget Harrods, Selfridge’s, Liberty (an o�en 
overlooked but lovely mock Tudor building), Fortnum & 
Mason’s, as well as any number of high-end boutiques on 
Bond Street and around, of course.

It was Dr Samuel Johnson who said that if a man is tired of 
London, he is tired of life. London has not just something for 
everyone but a lot for anyone. It is one of the greatest, most 
cosmopolitan cities in the world. Come and enjoy!
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ADTA – We Prefer To 
Refer Committee Update
Jen Mitchell, Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP, Chair
Sam Anderson, Swisher & Cohrt, 
PLC, Vice Chair

The WPTR committee is 
invigorated a�er presenting the 2018 
Strubinger award to Dan Kohane of 
Hurwitz & Fine, PC of Bu�alo, NY at 
the ADTA Annual Meeting in Austin, 
Texas and is busy gathering and 
compiling nominations for the 2019 Strubinger Award to be 
presented at our next Annual Meeting in Scotland!

One of the ADTA’s prime directives is to provide referral 
opportunities for our members. From the inception of 
the WPTR award in 2010 to the present, nominations have 
increased year over year. We would like to see even more this 
year!  The formula for the success of the WPTR committee 
is simple – First, make referrals to other ADTA members. 
Second, nominate your colleagues when you receive an ADTA 
referral. The size of the referral doesn’t matter – Nominate 
early, nominate o�en!!

Keep an eye out for reminders from us throughout the 
year and, if you receive an ADTA referral, please visit the 
ADTA website and submit a nomination at https://adtalaw.
com/Tools/We-Prefer-To-Refer/Prefer-to-Refer-Form. 
Nominations for the 2019 Strubinger award will be accepted 
through March 1, 2019, but no need to wait – submit your 
nominations online today!

Immeasurable Membership Benet: Business Referrals
We have known for years of the wonderful bene�ts 

membership in the ADTA. The friendships and relationships 

we build at our meetings.  We now have ADTA friends around 
the world, fun folks all.  From those friendships spring a quite 
di�erent bene�t, one di�cult to accurately measure across 
the organization. 

As we review each year the more than four dozen 
nominations for our coveted Strubinger, an annual award 
recognizing our members who are responsible for the most 
business referrals across our membership, we have begun to 
quantify another, o�en invisible, professional and �nancial 
bene�t of membership in the ADTA. Business referrals.  

A committee lead by Jennifer Mitchell and Sam Anderson 
is charged with reviewing the dozens on nominations of 
those who have referred business during the year.  Ten 
years ago, the ADTA introduced this award to recognize 
our commitment to refer legal work to our members.  The 
Strubinger is the award given each year to our member who 
best exempli�ed our “We Prefer to Refer” initiative.  The �rst 
award was presented to Bobby Hood of Charleston, South 
Carolina at the 2010 meeting in Boston, Massachusetts.  

Based on the number and quality of referrals, the number 
of members to whom business was referred and the emphasis 
on the ADTA relationship as a basis for the referral, the award 
has also been given over the years to Daniel Balmert, Steven 
Gurnee, David Zizik, Matthew Bailey, Jean Lawyer, Fred 
Raschke, and Douglas McIntosh.  

Again this year, the �ve �nalists all received multiple 
nominations and make multiple referrals.  There were more 
nominations this year than ever before, forty-one from two 
dozen states and countries. The types of referrals included 
class action, antitrust, aviation, cyber defamation, health care, 
estate planning, product liability, pharmaceutical insurance 
coverage, commercial, trade secrets, environmental, 
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professional liability, retail, toxic tort, employment, and 
construction.

The �nalists this year included Bruce Barze, Je�ery 
Carlson, J.D. Feriancek, Jamie Hood and the winner, Dan 
Kohane. These referrals resulted in millions of dollars in 
fees. Congratulations to Dan Kohane, our Strubinger Award 
winner for 2018.

Red Carpet Committee’s 
“Dear Alba” 

In the tradition of “Dear Abby,” this “Dear Alba” column 
answers some of your questions when making plans for 
ADTA’s 2019 Annual Meeting in Scotland.  (Alba is the original 
ancient name for the lands we now know as Scotland.)

Dear Alba,
What are some aspects of Scotland that I really need to know 

about before the meeting?

Totally tripping, Moorish Macbeth Mulligan 

Dear Mr. Mulligan,
Important highlights:  Edinburgh; the kingdom of Fife and 

St. Andrew’s; Kings & Queens of Scotland; tartan plaid fabrics; 
thistle, moors, and heather; Balmoral Castle; kilts; Ceilidh 
music and dances; the history of golf; Royal Yacht Britannia; 
the Highlands; writers Sir Walter Scott and Robert Louis 
Stephenson; and famous castles.  There is so much to learn 
about Scotland - its lands, its turbulent history with England; 
and its culture. If you don’t drink Scotch, not to worry, but 
do try some traditional hot tea blends like Tetley.  Scotch 
tastings are on the list of activities. Remember your passport, 
voltage adapter for electric outlets, and phone charger. You 

will want to convert US dollars into pounds (“British pound 
sterling” is another name used for the currency in Scotland 
and England) at a bank or bank ATM as soon as you arrive; 
they will have the best rates.  I hope you have a great trip and 
bring back lots of memories!

Dear Alba,
What are some good books about Scotland or that are set in 

Scotland?

Literally, Ian Brogue

Dear Ian, 
Here are my top picks:  Scottie Books for children: a 

walk through Scottish history series, National Museum of 
Scotland; Kidnapped, Robert Louis Stephenson; The Other 
Queen, Philippa Gregory; Mary Queen of Scots, Antonia Fraser; 
Outlander #1, Diana Gabaldon; Poems & Songs, Robert Burns; 
Rob Roy, Sir Walter Scott; The Winter Sea, Susanna Kearsley; 
How the Scots Invented the Modern World, Arthur Herman; and 
the children’s book The Spanish Letters, Mollie Hunter.  

Dear Alba,
How can I participate as a spouse/signi�cant other during the 

Annual meeting?

Enthusiastically, Nessie

Dear Nessie,
The �rst day or two of the meeting, we will be staying at 

the Apex Hotel in Edinburgh. Monday night, April 29th, is 
the Welcome Reception at Edinburgh Castle (ADTA badges 
required), so you might want to help distribute badges at 
the Apex as people arrive. We travel to St. Andrew’s and the 

For more information on ADTA please contact:
Peggy Schultz, Executive Director

4135 Topsail Trail • New Port Richey, FL 34652
727.850.0350

pschultz@adtalaw.com



The Association Press  |   Fall 2018

9

Fairmont Hotel on Tuesday a�ernoon. During the meeting, 
there will be trips into St. Andrew’s as well as to surrounding 
castles and villages. Golf might be top priority for you as 
well since it is legendary there. There are two golf courses at 
the Fairmont where we are staying.  Make new friends and 
re-connect with old (not age-wise, of course!) in the ADTA 
family.   Other activities:  help out in the Hospitality Suite, 
read the selection for Book Club (forthcoming soon), enjoy 
the Red Carpet Rendezvous for spouses (more on that later, 
but know that we’ll have a “royally” good time), sign up for 
tours and sightseeing, get �tted for your kilt or sash for the 
Highland Games Gala, help with “door hanger” promotions 
for the 2020 annual meeting in Denver, CO., and attend the 
spouse /signi�cant other special Breakfasts to mingle and 
network.  Most of all, enjoy beautiful Scotland and immerse 
yourself in all things Alba.

Dear Alba,
What should we pack that is traditional Scottish attire?  Also, 

for late April weather?

Thanks, Kelly Kilter

Dear Kelly,
To be historically and culturally stylish, women wear tartan 

plaid sashes over one shoulder, pinned with a silver brooch or 
pin; casual dresses are “peasant” style in cream and heather 
blue/gray/or brown hues.  Men wear kilts and matching argyle 
socks for special gatherings. Classic and rugged.  If you don’t 
have a kilt or sash, rentals will be available for the big Gala 
night. Outlander fans will want to wear tawny homespun 
colors; descendants of royal clans (or not) will don traditional 
plaids.  Also, you must pack sweaters and jackets for the 
weather in late April/early May.  St. Andrew’s is beautiful but 

it’s on the North Sea, so early mornings might be windy and 
chilly.  Boots are recommended, too.  In Edinburgh, there are 
lots of quaint shops to buy beautiful tartan plaid scarves.

Thank You to Our 
Wonderful Austin 
Speakers

Great speakers and programs marked our time together 
in Austin back in April.  We give a special thanks to our 
wonderful speakers listed below:

Heidi G. Goebel represents national and local companies 
in commercial litigation and in the defense of product 
liability/personal injury cases. She has been inducted into 
the Litigation Counsel of America and has consistently been 
recognized as Utah’s “Legal Elite” by Utah Business magazine, 
and as a “Super Lawyer” by Mountain States Super Lawyers 
(Thomson Reuters), making the list of the America’s Top 
100 Attorneys - Lifetime Achievement and Top 50 Women 
Lawyers.

William M. Toles graduated from Washington and Lee 
University in 1992 with degrees in American History and 
Broadcast Journalism. He graduated from W&L’s Law School 
in 1995. A trial lawyer with extensive experience handling 
high exposure litigation, William has handled more than 
45 civil trials to a successful conclusion and jury verdict. 
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William has trial experience throughout the state of Texas 
in tort litigation ranging from simple negligence cases to 
more complex premises liability, DTPA, commercial and 
contractual dispute matters. William is recognized by 
Martindale-Hubbell as an AV Preeminent-rated attorney.

Toby Unwin pioneered lawyer “win rates” and co-
founded Premonition, the World’s largest litigation database. 
He began his career in recruitment, eventually founding 
NetSearch. The online headhunting �rm received 4 o�ers 
in the �rst 27 days, valuing it at $160M. Toby Unwin was 
inaugurated as The Republic of Austria’s Honorary Consul 
in Orlando, Austria’s youngest Consul of all time. He is 
the bestselling author of several books, 11 patents and a 
video series teaching commercial property investment, 
owning developments throughout Florida. He sits on 
numerous boards such as Maximum Life Medical Research 
Foundation and the Central Florida Ballet. National Rowing 
Championship Gold Medallist and an accomplished pilot, 
he holds a World airspeed record. He speaks �ve languages 
and studied International Commercial Law at Kings College 
London.

Jean M. Lawler serves as a mediator in a variety of 
litigated and non-litigated matters and, over the course 
of her 38 years as a lawyer, in one capacity or another has 
negotiated settlements in hundreds of disputes.  She serves 
on the Mediation panels for the US District Court for the 
Central District of California and the California Court of 
Appeal, 2nd District and is a panelist for the CLM Mediation/
Arbitration Dispute Resolution program. Ms. Lawler is a 
member of the Association of Attorney-Mediators, the 
Professional Mediators’ Association (UK), is a Past-President 
of the FDCC and was a founding Regent of the American 
College of Coverage & Extra-Contractual Counsel. 

Whitney M. Harvey’s practice focuses on municipal 
liability, insurance defense and general civil litigation. 
She has handled a broad range of civil litigation matters 
involving wrongful death, personal injury, commercial and 
business litigation, and dram shop and social host liability. 
Whitney is experienced in managing litigation matters in 

both state and federal court, including leading jury trials 
to verdict. Previously, Whitney was in-house counsel for a 
major insurance company, supervising outside counsel on 
all aspects of civil litigation involving policyholders, in �ve 
western states.

Monté L. Williams o�en tells clients, “I’m here to help 
eliminate your worry.”  Monté puts all his skills to work to 
protect his clients, whether he’s defending them at trial, 
managing litigation, negotiating settlements, conducting 
investigations, or partnering with them to �nd ways to 
avoid future problems.  His experience as a former West 
Virginia State Trooper means he can investigate and 
evaluate situations quickly and strategically.  Additionally, 
his law enforcement training allows him to remain calm 
in high stress situations.  As the head of the �rm’s Oil & 
Gas Emergency Response Team, Monté is the General 
Litigation Practice Group Leader, a member of the �rm’s Coal 
Emergency Response Team, and a member of the Diversity 
and Recruiting Committees.  He is a member of the Litigation 
Training Committee which is responsible for identifying and 
carrying out all internal training of the litigation associates, 
as well as mentoring associates within the �rm.  

Joseph F. Coughlin, PhD is founder and Director of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology AgeLab. He teaches 
in MIT’s Department of Urban Studies & Planning and the 
Sloan School’s Advanced Management Program. He also 
is married to ADTA member Emily Coughlin who served as 
a DRI o�cer. Joe Coughlin has been recognized by the Wall 
Street Journal as inventing the future of retirement and as 
among the “100 Most Creative in Business” by Fast Company 
Magazine.  He teaches in MIT’s Department of Urban Studies 
& Planning and the Sloan School’s Advanced Management 
Program. Coughlin conducts research, speaks and advises 
on the impact of global demographic change and technology 
trends on consumer behavior, business innovation & public 
policy. Coughlin consults with global �rms including Bell 
Canada, Cartier, Johnson & Johnson, JP MorganChase, 
Marriott, and Merrill Lynch among others. He has served 
on Advisory Boards for Daimler and British Telecom and 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of AARP, AARP 
Services and Benchmark Senior Living. Coughlin was 
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appointed by President George W. Bush to the White House 
Advisory Committee on Aging and led the multi-nation Task 
Force on Transportation Technology & Older Adults for the 
Organization of Economic Cooperation & Development in 
Paris. A Fellow of Switzerland’s World Demographics & Ageing 
Forum, he is a regular contributor to Forbes, MarketWatch 
and the Wall Street Journal and has written for The Atlantic, 
Time, Slate and the Washington Post. He produces the online 
publication Disruptive Demographics on BigThink.com.  
Prior to joining MIT, he was with EG&G where he consulted 
to the U.S. Departments of Defense, Transportation, State 
as well as the White House O�ce of Science & Technology 
Policy. Coughlin is a graduate of the State University of New 
York at Oswego, Brown University and Boston University.

Eliza Jane Schneider is an actor (South Park, Finding 
Nemo, Batman), dialect coach (SAGAFTRA, various �lm/TV), 
and voice-match expert (Oliver Stone). She has taught her 
revolutionary Voice-Management Methods most recently 
at the International Voice and Speech Trainer’s Association 
(VASTA) Conference in Singapore in 2017, and also at Trinity 
Rep, SAG-AFTRA Conservatory, and The O’Neill Theater 
Center among others, and was an invited guest instructor 
in voice perception at the Voice Studies Graduate Seminar, 
UCLA. She has presented on voice for DRI and Harris Martin. 
In her �eld research she has personally conducted thousands 
of interviews on six continents. For fun, the South Park 
actress and comedienne has been known to bust out her 
�ddle in order to demonstrate the e�ect of sound and music 
on your audience, and how that relates to the human voice. 

Best known for her voice work on Comedy Central’s 
“South Park” she has taught at Brown University, UCLA, and 

the Screen Actor’s Guild.  And for all of you closet gamers 
in the audience (surveys tell us the second largest Gaming 
demographic on the planet are female lawyers in their 30’s 
and 40’s) she might teach some of methods as one of her 
characters from Final Fantasy, World of Warcra�, Assassin’s 
Creed, or Lego Dimensions.

Mark Your Calendar for 
Our Annual Meetings 
Going Forward
2018 Executive Council Mid-Year Meeting: The Mills 
House, Charleston, SC - November 8-11, 2018

2019 Annual Meeting Scotland:  St. Andrews Fairmont, St. 
Andrews, Scotland - April 29 – May 5, 2019

2019 Executive Council Mid-Year Meeting:  Downtown 
Westin, Denver, CO - November13-17, 2019

2020 Annual Meeting Denver, Downtown Westin, Denver, 
CO - April 22-26, 2020

2020 Executive Council Mid-Year Meeting: The Grove 
Park Inn, Asheville, NC - November 12-15, 2020

2021 Annual Meeting Asheville:  The Grove Park Inn, 
Asheville, NC - April 21-25, 2021

Professional 
Announcements
Our members continue to lead

As we continue to attract the best of the legal profession, 
the ADTA continues to contribute bar leaders to local, 
national and international lawyer groups. As you learn of 
other successes among our membership, please provide 
them to our Press editors, social media leaders and website.  

ADTA Members Emily Coughlin and Douglas Burrell 
Elected to DRI Positions
10/9/2017

ADTA member Emily 
G. Coughlin of Boston 
was elected First Vice 
President and ADTA 
member Douglas K. 
Burrell of Atlanta was 
elected Second Vice 
President of DRI at their

recent Annual Meeting in Chicago.
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5/11/2018
ADTA member Claudia Baio, Hartford, 

CT was appointed as a Superior Court 
Judge on May 3, 2018.  As such, she will 
no longer be a practicing attorney with 
Howard, Kohn, Sprague & Fitzgerald, LLP

Congratulations Claudia!

11/9/2017
ADTA member Sandra Corbett, Field 

Law, Edmonton, AB was presented with 
a Women in the Law Leadership Award 
for Leadership in the Profession (Private 
Practice) on November 9, 2017 in Calgary.

Congratulations Sandra!!

ADTA Member Sandra Corbett, QC Appointed to 
Provincial Court of Alberta, Edmonton Civil Division
7/16/2018

We are proud to announce that member Sandra Corbett, 
QC has been appointed to the Provincial Court of Alberta. 
Sandra’s appointment to the court is a high honor earned 
through tireless dedication to our profession. We think 
Sandra was an ideal candidate for appointment. In addition 
to her work in the ADTA, Sandra has served as a board 
member and President of Canadian Defence Lawyers and the 
Edmonton Bar Association, Chair of the Canadian Defence 
Lawyers Foundation, and was a board member on the DRI. 
In addition, Sandra taught Insurance Law as a sessional 
instructor at the University Of Alberta Faculty Of Law, a 
testament to her dedication to prepare the next generation 
of legal professionals. Sandra has exempli�ed outstanding 
character and the highest ethical standards, making her 
appointment so appropriate. The ADTA wishes Sandra all the 
best as she begins a new chapter in her judicial career. 

ADTA member Sandra Corbett, Field Law, Edmonton, 
CA has been appointed to the Provincial Court of Alberta 
Edmonton Civil Division

Edmonton, July 13, 2018 - Field Law is proud to announce 
that Sandra Corbett, QC a partner in our Edmonton o�ce, 
has been appointed to the Provincial Court of Alberta, 
Edmonton Civil. Sandra’s appointment to the court is a high 
honour that has been earned through tireless dedication 
to her profession and her community. The Firm extends its 
congratulations.

Since Sandra joined Field Law in February 2011, she has 
specialized in the resolution of complex tort and liability 
matters in the areas of civil and commercial litigation. Sandra 
has nearly 30 years of experience helping clients navigate 
the Canadian regulatory regime, and has been a diligent legal 
advisor for numerous U.S. law �rms seeking cross-border 
litigation assistance.

For a multitude of reasons, Sandra is an ideal candidate 
for the appointment. Her work and advocacy within 
the legal community has included serving as an elected 
Bencher to the Law Society of Alberta, where she helped 
establish standards of conduct for Alberta lawyers. She 
has served as a board member and President of Canadian 
Defence Lawyers and the Edmonton Bar Association, Chair 
of the Canadian Defence Lawyers Foundation, and as a 
board member on the DRI-The Voice of the Defense Bar 
and Compassion House Foundation boards. She has been 
recognized for her leadership and e�orts to advance women 
in the legal profession and has been a frequent speaker at 
legal conferences. In addition, Sandra taught Insurance Law 
as a sessional instructor at the University Of Alberta Faculty 
Of Law, a testament to her dedication to prepare the next 
generation of legal professionals.

Above all, Sandra has exempli�ed outstanding character 
and the highest ethical standards, making her appointment 

Elizabeth Fleming, Editor
Whitney Harvey, Bharat Varadachari,
David Lauritzen, Catherine Dugan

ADTA Publications Committee
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so appropriate. Field Law wishes Sandra all the best as she 
begins a new chapter in her judicial career. 

About Field Law
Field Law is a 100 year western and northern regional 

business law �rm listed as one of the largest in Canada, with 
o�ces in Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta and Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories. The �rm is a proud, strong and 
independent multi-o�ce regional �rm with lawyers dedicated 
to professional excellence, client service and delivering value. 
More than 120 lawyers and 160 sta� work together to provide 
a wide variety of legal services to businesses and institutions 
in corporate and commercial matters, litigation and dispute 
resolution, labour and employment, insurance, energy, 
intellectual property, privacy, professional regulatory and 
medical malpractice issues. Additionally, the �rm provides 
private services to individuals including estate planning 
services and real estate transactions.

ADTA Member Amy Fischer Name IADC President-Elect
7/12/2018

ADTA Member Amy Fischer was named IADC President-
Elect during the IADC Annual Meeting in Lisbon, Portugal.  

Congratulations to all!

President-Elect 
Amy Sherry Fischer

Michael Aylward Named President- 
Elect of American College of Coverage 
and Extracontractual Counsel

BOSTON -  Michael Aylward has been 
named to serve as President-Elect of 
the American College of Coverage and 
Extracontractual Counsel at the ACCEC’s 
recent annual meeting in Chicago.  The 
ACCEC focuses on educating all sectors involved in the �eld 
of insurance law – including the judiciary, legal and insurance 
professionals, law students and businesses; a prestigious 
association that represents the interests of insurers and 
policyholders.  

Along with holding leading roles in many major bar 
associations (DRI, FDCC and IADC), Aylward was a member 

of the original group that launched the idea of forming 
an American College for insurance coverage lawyers.  As 
a founding member, he has served on the ACCEC’s Board 
of Regents since the College’s creation in 2012, organized 
the CLE programming for the �rst Annual Meeting in April 
2013, co-organized an insurance litigation symposium at the 
Boston College Law School in January 2016, and has spoken 
on many of the panels at Annual Meetings.

“My hopes and goals for 2019 are to �nd new ways to 
harness and share the vast pool of experience and expertise 
that our Fellows have,” states Aylward.  “While there 
are other insurance bar associations that have a select 
membership, our College is unique both with respect to the 
elite quality of our Fellow and in that its members re�ect the 
‘best of the best’ of the elite lawyers representing insurers 
and policyholders in coverage disputes and bad faith cases 
around the country.  My hope is that we can �nd new ways to 
make this College a rewarding (and fun) experience for them, 
while also raising the pro�le of the College within the legal 
and insurance communities so that the College is understood 
and appreciated as the objective resource that it truly is.”

Aylward is a partner in the Boston o�ce of Morrison 
Mahoney LLP, one of the northeast region’s leading litigation 
�rms, where he chairs the �rm’s complex insurance claims 
resolution group.  His new appointment as President-Elect 
of the ACCEC is added to a strong portfolio of Aylward’s well 
established involvement in the industry. 

Congratulations to all!

ADTA Gets 
Weird in Austin

A brand new hotel.  The ADTA Nation.  And a City that 
prides itself on Keeping it Weird.  A Pretty perfect combination 
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for our Seventy Seventh Annual Meeting.  From the opening 
reception at the just opened Fairmont Austin to the closing 
“Diamond and Denim” gala, the ADTA did all of Austin and, 
we think, tried our best to help Keep it Weird. 

The Fairmont was spectacular and the sta� seemed to 
put a little extra into everything they did.  Perhaps it was 
the thrill of opening a new hotel, but we think it more likely 
the thrill of welcoming the ADTA Nation as one of their �rst 
conferences.  We kicked things o� with a reception for our 
new members – – Danielle D. Giroux and Sylvie Gallage-Alwis 
who  came to their �rst meeting (and we are betting they 
will all be back) – and the traditional President’s reception.  
James Holland’s “Skills Lab” CLE module was highlighted 
with a spirited presentation on the Attorney Client Privilege, 
including discussion of events ripped from the media, by 
Utah member Heidi Goebel and Todd Presnell, and a Jump to 
the Future with talks on Arti�cial Intelligence and its e�ect on 
the legal profession, and also on the increasing use and e�ect 
of Big Data analytics on the legal profession (thanks Jean 
Lawler).  We had a surprise “ADTA Talks” (TED style) on new 
EU requirements related to protection of personal electronic 
data.  The  “Practice Forward” CLE module had West Virginia 
member Monte Williams and soon to be Arizona member 
Whitney Harvey present on liability issues arising from 
driverless vehicles and arti�cial intelligence.  Our featured 
speaker, Joe Coughlin, PhD., of the MIT AgeLab, presented 
two engaging sessions on Emerging Trends & Public Trust in 
Genetics, Robotics, IT & Nano Technologies.  Joe returned as 
one of our Saturday speakers to share his research on aging 
and its relationship to the economy.  We had a very cool talk 
by actor and voice coach Eliza Jane Schneider on how to talk 
– how the in�ection and tone of your voice a�ects the way 
your message is received.  All in all, a terri�c, informative and 
engaging CLE program.

We squeezed in some social stu�.  ADTA members golfed 
at the Barton Creek Fazio Canyon course and fanned out 
across the Hill Country on tours of Deep Eddy Vodka, the 
LBJ Museum and the Orchard at Dripping Springs.  We had a 

terri�c event at the Bullock Texas State Museum on Thursday 
evening and our Diversity reception on Friday featured 
Jackson Kelly’s John Ross.  A dinner cruise on Lake Austin was 
a spectacular end to Friday.  

We gave out Awards.  The 2018 Winner of the Struby 
for referral of business to members was Dan Kohane.  The 
other �nalists were Bruce Barze, Je� Carlson, J. D. Feriancek 
and Jamie Hood.  James Holland had a strong start to his 
presidential year receiving the You Recruit, We Salute award 
for most new members.  Bob and Donna Tait received the 
President’s Award for their long and exceptional service to 
the ADTA.  

At our Business meeting, Bob Tait 
presented moving memorials on members 
who le� us this year, Eugene Jacob Wait 
and Patrick A Long.  We voted to start 
the ADTA Foundation to raise money 
for future speakers and charitable 
e�orts.  Thanks to Fred Raschke and his 
committee for their hard work to set it 
up.  Looking to the future, we elected Ed 
Birk as our new Vice President, Jim Craig 
as Treasurer and Clayton Hall, Judd Uhl 
and Monté Williams as new Executive 
Council Members.  James Holland took 
over the reins as President with Lori Berke 
as President Elect.   We �nished up on

Saturday evening with the “Denim and Diamonds” gala, an 
ADTA Weird (thanks Lori Berke….) alternative to the usual 
black tie.

Throughout the week, ADTA members congregated in the 
Hospitality Suite, explored Austin and the Hill Country, ate, 
drank, golfed, listened to music and most of all, enjoyed the 
collegial company of their fellow members, which, a�er all, 
is the reason to be an ADTA member in the �rst place.  On to 
Scotland!
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New Member Profiles 
2018-2019
Alison R. Barber, Portland

Alison is a graduate of Lewis & 
Clark Northwestern School of Law. 
She currently works for Hitt Hiller 
Mon�ls Williams LLP in Portland, 
Oregon in the areas of business 
litigation, trucking liability, and 
insurance liability.  Before earning 
her law degree, she worked as a 
senior insurance claims adjuster 
for commercial and trucking claims.  During her free time 
Alison is an avid reader and outdoor enthusiast and enjoys 
snowboarding, ra�ing, �shing, and hiking.   

Will Skinner, Huntington
Will graduated from the Syracuse 

University College of Law where 
he edited the Syracuse Journal of 
International Law & Commerce, The 
Labor Lawyer (ABA Publication), and 
the Syracuse Law and Technology 
Journal.  He is the founder of 
Skinner Law Group and has trial 
experience covering a broad range 
of areas, including product liability, aviation, commercial 
and contract disputes, employment, intellectual property, 
unfair competition, personal injury and wrongful death. 
He devotes a signi�cant portion of his practice to handling 
aviation litigation matters but also has extensive experience 
litigating cases in a wide range of areas in state and federal 
court throughout the U.S.  

Patrick Breen, Appleton
Pat is a graduate of the Chicago-

Kent College Law at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology.  He is a 
partner with Clausen Miller PC, 
practicing in the areas of product 
liability, commercial, employment, 
and construction litigation.  Pat 
started his career as an Assistant 
Illinois Attorney General, 
representing the State of Illinois and its agencies in a wide 
variety of litigation matters in state and federal courts and 
before administrative tribunals.  Before joining Clausen 
Miller, he spent over ��een years in senior level positions in 
corporate legal departments.  Pat is a member of a variety of 
professional organizations including DRI and IADC.  

Scott Kreamer, Kansas City
Scott is a graduate of the 

University of Kansas School of Law 
and is the Managing Member of 
Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice LLC.  He 
has tried more than 30 cases in both 
State and Federal Courts. In 2010, he 
was recognized by Missouri Lawyers 
Weekly as having received one of 
the top jury verdicts in Missouri 
in a commercial case. Scott has also appeared before and 
prevailed in many appellate decisions in various federal and 
state jurisdictions. He practices in the areas of commercial, 
construction, �nancial services, insurance, products liability 
and tort litigation. Scott has also served as national counsel 
for clients in the areas of toxic tort litigation and �nancial 
services.  Scott is currently President of the Federation of 
Defense and Corporate Counsel, and is an active member of 
DRI and the Claims & Litigation Management Alliance.  He is 
AV rated and has been selected for inclusion in Best Lawyers 
in America for Construction Litigation for several years 
running.  

Colin Harrison, San Diego
Colin is a graduate of Thomas 

Je�erson School of Law.  He is 
currently practicing at Wilson 
Getty LLP in the areas of personal 
injury claims including catastrophic 
injuries. His practice focuses on 
the defense of the long term care 
industry, both residential care 
facilities for the elderly and skilled 
nursing facilities.  Colin is admitted to practice in California 
and New York. He is a member of the DRI Medical Litigation 
Subcommittee, American Bar Association, San Diego 
County Bar Association, the San Diego Irish American Bar 
Association and the San Diego Defense Lawyers.  

Nisha Byers, Dallas
Nisha is a graduate of the 

Southern Methodist University 
School of Law.  She is currently a 
Shareholder with Cooper & Scully 
PC. Her litigation practice includes 
breach of contract, deceptive 
trade practices, product liability, 
shareholder oppression, trademark 
infringement, breach of �duciary 
duties, insurance coverage, employment matters, toxic tort 
claims, professional negligence, pharmaceutical claims, 
and medical device liability.  Nisha is a Fellow of Litigation 
Counsel of America, DRI, the Texas Association of Defense 
Counsel, and is involved in several other community and 
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professional organizations.  She has been recognized as a 
Texas Super Lawyer from 2013-2017.   

Whitney Harvey, Phoenix
Whitney is a graduate of the 

Sandra Day O’Connor College of 
Law at Arizona State University.  
She currently practices at Gust 
Rosenfeld P.L.C., where she practices 
in municipal liability, insurance 
defense and general civil litigation. 
She has handled a broad range of 
civil litigation matters involving 
wrongful death, personal injury, commercial and business 
litigation, and dram shop and social host liability.  Prior to 
joining her current �rm, Whitney was in-house counsel for 
a major insurance company, supervising outside counsel on 
all aspects of civil litigation involving policyholders, in �ve 
western states.  She is a member of the Arizona Association 
of Defense Counsel and Super Lawyers designated Whitney 
as one of its Southwest Rising Stars, from 2014 to 2016.

Amy Fischer, Oklahoma City
Amy is a graduate of the 

University of Oklahoma School of 
Law.  She is currently practicing 
with Foliart Hu� Ottaway & Bolton, 
where she focuses on the areas of 
products liability, particularly drug 
and medical products, personal 
injury, and medical liability.  In 
addition, Amy represents businesses 
in commercial disputes and employment related matters. 
She also handles cases for insurance companies, including 
extra-contractual liability.  Amy is currently on the Board of 
Directors of the IADC, is a Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of 
America, and is a past o�cer of the Oklahoma Association of 
Defense Counsel. She is AV rated and has been recognized as 
both an Oklahoma Rising Star and a Super Lawyer in the area 
of products liability defense.

Todd Lowther, Birmingham
Todd is a graduate of the 

University of Alabama School of 
Law. He is co-founder of Barze 
Taylor Noles Lowther LLC, where he 
focuses on three areas: insurance 
coverage, product liability defense, 
and commercial litigation.  He 
represents industrial and consumer 
product manufacturers, including 
companies that build refuse collection bodies, balers, 
compactors, lawn mowers, winches, tractor trailers, cranes, 
engines, PLCs, communication equipment, and other 
products.  Todd also represents insurance companies from 

Germany, London, and the United States in insurance 
coverage and bad faith litigation.  He is a member of IADC 
and the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association.  Todd is AV 
rated, listed “Super Lawyer” in products liability attorney.  He 
was also selected by Super Lawyers as a “Rising Star” in 2010 
and 2012-2017 and is included in the 2018 edition of the Best 
Lawyers in America listing.

Stephanie A. Bowen, 
San Luis Obispo

Stephanie is a graduate of U.C. 
Hastings College of Law. She is a 
partner at Hall, Hieatt & Connely, 
LLP, where she practices in a 
variety of areas, including medical 
malpractice, insurance defense, 
public entity liability, employment 
law, civil rights and general civil 
litigation. She is a member of the 
State Bar of California, the American Bar Association, the 
San Luis Obispo County Bar Association, and Association of 
Defense Counsel. Stephanie’s husband, Brent Vander Weide, 
is a school administrator and musician, and they have two 
children, ages 9 and 11. In her spare time, Stephanie enjoys 
wakesur�ng, snowboarding and live music.

Bharat Varadachari, St. Louis
Bharat is a partner in the �rm of 

HeplerBroom LLC, and is based out 
its St. Louis o�ce. He specializes in 
transportation law, handling claims 
for large motor vehicle carriers 
throughout Missouri and Illinois.  
He also represents and is retained 
by numerous insurance carriers to 
handle general insurance litigation 
and environmental claims.  Bharat graduated from the St. 
Louis University School of Law and School of Public Health 
with a Juris-Doctorate and a Masters in Health Administration 
(1999).  He is the current President of the Lawyers Association 
of St. Louis, a board member for the St. Louis County Bar 
Association, Vice-Chair of the Legislative Committee for the 
Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers and a member of 
the Inns of the Court.

David M. Fuqua, Little Rock
David practices law in Little Rock, 

Arkansas and is a partner in the �rm 
of Fuqua Campbell, P.A., where he 
specializes in employment and civil 
rights defense, and commercial 
litigation. He is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas School of 
Law (1980), with honors. David is 
a member of the Federation of 
Defense & Corporate Counsel, the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, and DRI. He served two terms on the Board of 
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Governors of the Arkansas Bar Association and is a tenured 
member of the Association’s House of Delegates. David 
chaired the Arkansas Supreme Court task force on electronic 
discovery rules and the Court’s task force that dra�ed 
Administrative Order 21, establishing the rules for electronic 
�ling in Arkansas. He recently completed two terms on the 
Automation Committee of the Arkansas Supreme Court.

Jennifer Parent, Manchester
Jennifer is a summa cum laude 

graduate of Su�olk University Law 
School.  She is a Director and Chair 
of the Litigation Department at 
McLane Middleton.  She has over 
twenty years of experience litigating 
and resolving disputes for companies 
and business owners in a wide range 
of complex commercial cases and 
employment matters.  Jennifer is a member of the New 
Hampshire Bar, Massachusetts Bar, U.S. District Court for the 
District of New Hampshire, U.S. District Court for the District 
of Massachusetts, and First Circuit Court of Appeals.  She 
has been recognized by Super Lawyers, Best Lawyers, Top 50 
Woman Super Lawyers in New England, and Chambers USA.  
Jennifer is incoming president of the National Conference of 
Bar Presidents, is NH’s Association Delegate to the American 
Bar Association’s House of Delegates, and a Fellow of the 
American Bar Foundation.  She is a past president of the NH 
Bar Association and the NH Women’s Bar Association and 
serves on the board of the NH Bar Foundation and is a Fellow.  
She also holds various o�cer and leadership roles in non-
pro�t organizations.  Jennifer has authored and conducted 
numerous publications and presentations related to her 
practice areas.

Sheila Kerwin, Minneapolis
Sheila Kerwin is a catastrophic 

injury trial lawyer defending truck 
accident claims and product liability 
litigation throughout the country.  
Sheila is a shareholder at the Nilan 
Johnson Lewis �rm in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota and leads the �rm’s 
transportation practice group a�er 
having led the product liability 
practice group for over a decade.  She is a member of the 
Trucking Industry Defense Association (TIDA) and is a Vice Chair 
of the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel (FDCC) 
Transportation Section.  Sheila is on the steering committees 
of the ALFA International Product Liability and Transportation 
Practice Groups.  She is also a member of Women in Trucking.  
In addition to her transportation practice, Sheila has served as 
national and regional coordinating counsel for manufacturers 
defending product liability cases across the country.  Sheila has 
been selected as a Rising Star or Super Lawyer in Minnesota 
since 1998.  

Sheila loves trying cases, so her opponents know she 
won’t advise a client to settle a case just to avoid trial, unless 
that is the client’s objective. And when it comes to settlement 
strategies, Sheila is very adept at never leaving any money on 
the table, putting her hard-nosed negotiation skills to work 
for the best deal.

During the summer, and when she is not watching her son 
play hockey in a freezing cold ice arena, you will �nd Sheila 
�oating on Horseshoe Lake at her cabin within an hour’s 
drive of her home in Minneapolis.

Joanne Blackburn, Seattle
Joanne T. Blackburn is a partner 

in the Seattle o�ce of Gordon 
Thomas Honeywell.  Her primary 
areas of practice are Defense 
Litigation, Products Liability, 
Construction, Insurance Defense 
and Coverage, and Brokers and 
Agents.  Joanne served as President 
for the Washington Defense Trial 
Lawyers Association and a Board Member of the Defense 
Research Institute for several years, and she is also active 
in the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel where 
she currently chairs the Construction Section and co-
chairs the Diversity Committee.  She also sat on the Board 
of FareStart and National Charity League.  Joanne received 
her undergraduate degree in Economics and Rhetoric from 
UC Berkley and her J.D. from the University of Notre Dame, 
and she has been selected for inclusion in Washington 
Super Lawyers, in Construction Litigation, consistently since 
2004.  She also continues to be recognized as a Best Women 
Lawyers across the United States.  Ms. Blackburn enjoys 
cooking, climbing and crabbing in her free time.
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Committees Matter –
Get Involved!
Membership

Johnston Cox, Chair
jcox@gwblaw�rm.com
Jennifer Mitchell, Vice Chair
jennifer.mitchell@dinsmore.com

Annual Meetings
Tim Agajanian, Chair
Tim.agajanian@rmkb.com
John Burke, Vice Chair
jjb@elamburke.com

Diversity
Monte Williams, Chair
monte.williams@steptoe-johnson.com
Heidi Ruckman
HRuckman@heylroyster.com

Finance
Matthew Bailey, Chair
mbailey@irwinllc.com
Lori Berke, Vice Chair
lori@berkelaw�rm.com

Internet and Technology
Jerry Fazio, Chair
jfazio@owenfazio.com
Amanda Cialkowski, Vice Chair
acialkowski@nilanjohnson.com

Insurance 
Michael Aylward, Chair
maylward@morrisonmahoney.com
Pierre Belanger, Vice Chair
pbelanger@belong.ca

CLE Compliance
Scott Blinks, Chair
scottblinks@vanderstoep.com
John Brown, Vice Chair
brown@ryanbrown.com

We Prefer to Refer
Jennifer Mitchell, Chair
jennifer.mitchell@dinsmore.com
Samuel Anderson
sanderson@s-c-law.com

External Marketing
Evelyn Davis, Chair
edavis@hptylaw.com
Doug Dooley, Vice Chair
doug.dooley@leitner�rm.com

Mentor
Clayton Hall, Chair
Hall@hhc-slo.com
Ron Austin, Vice Chair
raustin@grantlawllc.com

National Legal Issues
Daniel White, Chair
dwhite@gwblaw�rm.com
Tom Kuzmanovic, Vice Chair
tkuzmanovic@hinshawlaw.com

CLE Program
James Holland, Chair
jholland@pagekruger.com
Lori Berke, Vice Chair
lori@berkelaw�rm.com

Publications
Elizabeth Fleming, Chair
e�eming@udalllaw.com

Red Carpet
Ouida Holland, Chair
ouidaholland@me.com
Julia Hurney, Vice Chair
hurndog@aol.com

Webinar
Heather Mills, Chair
hmills@murchisonlaw.com
Amanda Cialkowski, Vice Chair
acialkowski@nilanjohnson.com

Investment
John Cli�ord, Chair
john.cli�ord@wilsonelser.com
Matthew Bailey, Vice Chair
mbailey@irwinllc.com

Site Selection
David Zizik, Chair
dzizik@ziziklaw.com
Denise Anderson, Vice Chair
danderson@butler.legal

Out of Box
Robert Harrison, Chair
robert.harrison@wilsonelser.com
Mike Kronlund
mkronlund@quinnlaw.net

Independence of Judicial Commitee
Gail Kelly, Chair
gkelly@conwayfarrell.com
Mike Aylward, Vice Chair
maylward@morrisonmahoney.com

Past Presidents
Steve Crislip, Chair
scrislip@jacksonkelly.com 

Dan Balmert, Vice Chair
fdbalmert@vorys.com



Association of Defense Trial Attorneys (ADTA)
4135 Topsail Trail
New Port Richey, FL 35652

PRESORT STD.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MTE

Return to:  A. Johnston Cox, Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A., 1201 Main Street, Suite 29201, Columbia, SC 29201

Telephone: (803) 724-1728            Fax: (803) 779-1767            Email: jcox@gwblawfirm.cox


