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Music City Here We Come
Gino and Jeanne Marchetti

Though temperatures are in the 90s, 
it won’t be long before it’s springtime in 
Music City and time for the ADTA Annual 
Meeting, April 19-23, 2017.   President 
Fred Raschke and First Lady Kim, as 
well as Jeanne and I, are very excited and 
can’t wait to welcome all of our ADTA 
family and friends to Music City, USA!   
We’re known as Music City, and aspiring 
country music artists can be found on 
every street corner, in honky-tonks and 
even at the Nashville International Airport.  As you may have seen from watching 
the hit show, Nashville, this city is alive and is on every travel magazine’s list of 
most popular travel destinations.  For example, #1 for international travel—Trip 
Advisor; Destination of the Year, Travel + Leisure; Forbes Travel Guide—one of 
the top 16 destinations; Lonely Planet, best in travel Top 10 cities; and, it’s only 
getting better.  Nashville is not only home to the Grand Ole Opry and legendary 
country music venues, it also boasts a wide variety of museums, botanical 
gardens, walking and biking trails and many fun and exciting activities.   If it’s 
great food you want, at least every two weeks another yummy restaurant opens 
in Nashville.  Whether it’s Asian cuisine, meat-and-three, sushi, Indian fusion or 
southern-style hot chicken, Nashville has it all.  How can you resist a restaurant 
called “Biscuit Love?”   In other words, Nashville is so much more than just 
country music though we’re very proud of that great tradition.  

As Tennessee’s capital city, Nashville sits in the heart of Tennessee along the 
Cumberland River.   There are multiple daytrips from Nashville, including the 
Jack Daniels Distillery, Mammoth Cave and the Corvette Museum in Southern 
Kentucky and several Civil War battle�elds, to name a few.   Within a 20 to 
30-minute drive from the Loews is The Hermitage, the home of Andrew Jackson 
and the Belle Meade Plantation, an antebellum home which originally sat on 
5,000 acres and has been completely restored on 10 acres.   Tennessee has 
several lakes created by the Tennessee Valley Authority, so water sports abound.  
Our traveler’s bureau has recently initiated paddle boarding and kayaking 
downtown on the Cumberland River.

Headquarters for our Annual Meeting is the recently renovated Loews 
Vanderbilt Plaza.  It is situated in the center of Midtown directly across the street 
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from Vanderbilt University’s beautiful campus and about a half-
mile from the heart of downtown and all the action.  So, parents, 
if you want to plan a college visit, there are multiple universities 
in Nashville in addition to Vanderbilt.  The Loews is also within 
a �ve-minute drive or ten-minute walk to exciting little pockets 
of activity with taverns, sports bars, shopping and local artisan 
shops.   Reese Witherspoon recently opened her headquarter 
store on 12th South, one of our most popular and trendy areas.  
Centennial Park, a 10-minute walk from the Loews, contains 
walking and running trails, as well as, a life-size replica of the 
Parthenon giving Nashville one of its names, the Athens of the 
South, complete with a 36-foot statue of the Goddess Athena.

In downtown, you will �nd a variety of entertainment, dining, 
cultural, and architectural attractions.   The Nashville Historic 
Society has been working overtime to preserve many of the 
historic sites.   Did you know Nashville actually manufactured 
an automobile, the Marathon, in the beginning of the 20th 
century?   The old Marathon factory is now Marathon Village 
where you can watch local artisans ply their cra©, visit one of the 
14 cra© breweries located in Nashville, or sample libations from 
Corsair’s whiskey distillery.  

Downtown Nashville which is constantly changing boasts 
the Country Music Hall of Fame, the Frist Center for Visual Arts, 
the George Jones and Johnny Cash Museums, and, of course, 
the historic Ryman Auditorium, the original home of the Grand 
Ole Opry, and Nashville’s Music City Center, a 1.2 million square 
foot, $1 billion Convention Center.  Children will also thoroughly 
enjoy the Nashville Zoo, as well as the Adventure and Science 
Museum.

Of course, no visit to Nashville would be complete without 
visiting at least one of the score of honky-tonks and music 

venues.   You can hear everything from jazz, bluegrass at The 
Station Inn, Sheryl Crow at the Ascend Amphitheater, and any 
number of musical talents.   Street corners abound with very 
talented street musicians.

Nashville plays host to two professional teams, the NFL 
Tennessee Titans and the NHL’s Nashville Predators. We also have 
a Triple A baseball team, the Nashville Sounds, which recently 
opened a new $80 million ballpark in Historic Germantown, 
another great place to eat and shop.   Our �rst female Mayor, 
Megan Berry, just recently welcomed a professional soccer/
football team—Nashville FC.   While not ready for the Premier 
League, we’re making progress.

The Planning Committee has been working very hard to make 
this a great meeting.  Of course, there will be outstanding CLE, 
wonderful entertainment, golf at the Legends Golf Club, exciting 
and interesting speakers, as well as, pre and post-meeting trips.  
This meeting is sure to be one which will be talked about for 
many years, so you certainly want to be a part of it!

There isn’t enough room in this article to describe 
everything Nashville has to o®er, so we invite you to go to 
www.visitmusiccity.com for more details about a very vibrant 
and wonderful city.   You might also watch a couple episodes 
of Nashville since you may see many of the characters during 
your visit.  Maybe you’ll have a chance to see two of our famous 
citizens, Nicole Kidman or Keith Urban.   All the great venues, 
events and happenings only serve as a vehicle for the real reason 
any of us attend ADTA meetings.  Of course, the real reason for 
coming to Nashville is to make new friends and spend time with 
old friends.   Nashville’s known for its southern hospitality, and 
we promise not to disappoint you.  

So, stop whatever you’re doing, block out the third week of 
April with three words, “ADTA – Music City.”  Y’all come!  See you 
next April!
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Nashville CLE
Your Nashville CLE Committee members have been busy 

as beavers putting together next year’s program, and hoping 
to equal the outstanding program in Monterey.  Sneak peek 
highlights are a panel on appellate practice; a panel we like to call 
“Budgets, Metrics and You”; a speaker on corporate compliance, 
a speaker with an international wine & spirits practice and much 
more.  With the help of our hosts, Geno and Jeanne Marchetti, 
we promise a dynamic and interesting Saturday speaker.  More 
details to come…...  

Post Monterey 
Pre-trip Report
Diana Pennell
     We visited San Luis Obispo �rst.  
We stayed in the Madonna Inn where 
each room had a di®erent name and 
“theme.”  Ours was “sweepstakes” and 
had pictures of horses on the walls.  

Even the tiles in the bathroom were horseshoe designs.   We 
didn’t want to go on the gol�ng or wine tasting excursions so we 
went into the town and visited the Mission of San Luis Obispo de 
Tolosa.  Father Junipero Serra founded the mission in 1772.  The 
Catholic Church recently beati�ed him.  Junipero Serra founded 
the �rst seven of the twenty-one missions in California, from San 
Diego up to San Francisco.  He died a©er he founded the one in 
San Francisco.  The roses in the mission garden were beautiful, 
as was the mission itself.  

     The next day we all took the bus to the Hearst Castle.  It was 
located on the majestic Central Coast in the hills at San Simeon 
on Highway 1.  Julia Morgan designed it between 1919 and 1947 
for newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst, who died in 
1951.  Invitations to Hearst Castle were highly coveted during the 
1920s and 1930s.  People in the news were o©en invited, be they 
the political or Hollywood elite.  The estate had its own air�eld 
and train car.  Some of the “elite” were Cary Grant, Charlie 
Chaplin, the Marx Brothers, Charles Lindbergh, Greta Garbo, 
Joan Crawford, Clark Gable, James Stewart, Bob Hope, Calvin 
Coolidge, Franklin Roosevelt, Dolores Del Rio, and Winston 
Churchill.

The Elephant Seal Rookery was next.  Hundreds of elephant 
seals were resting on the beach ²ipping sand onto their backs.  
We had to stay o® of the beach behind a rail, but I have never 
been so close to so many large animals in their natural habitat 
before. It was awesome and fascinating.  Many enthusiastic 
docents were there to answer questions.

Our next stop was Pablo Robles where we dined in a 
winery that was a labyrinth of man-made caves.  It was cool 
and refreshing down there.  The long dinner table in the cave 
dining room seated about thirty people and we �lled it up.  We 
sat across from a California lawyer and his wife who worked as 
docents at the Hearst Castle when they were in college.  At sta® 
parties they all got to swim in the magni�cently tiled pool.  What 
fun they had.
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Finally we arrived in Monterey where chills went down my 
spine when I saw Cannery Row signs on the street where our 
hotel was located.  Many of us had read the book, Cannery Row, 
by John Steinbeck.  It was a far di®erent Cannery Row during the 
time period of his book.  Many homeless people and sardine 
cannery workers lived there, still struggling to get back on their 
feet a©er the Great Depression.  There was a statue of Steinbeck 
sitting on a rock with statues of many of the characters from 
his book.  I think if Steinbeck were alive sitting on that rock, 
he would smile about the way people in California and visitors 
there appreciate the astounding beauty of God’s creation 
and that they are much more conscientious today about its 
conservation and care.  He would also smile when he saw people 
show compassion, empathy and friendliness.

Report On Monterey
Diana Pennell

The �rst day in Monterey, we rented a car and drove Highway 
1.  Never in my life have I experienced such scenery. A©er pulling 
over at the vistas so Steve wouldn’t accidentally drive o® a 
steep cli®, we looked over and saw little rocky coves, inlets, and 
islands.  The turbulent breakers surged and crashed against 
the rocks and onto little sandy beaches.  How I wanted to be 
down on one of those beaches for a few minutes.  We went over 
two beautiful bridges and saw a lighthouse high on a rock.  It 
occurred to me that Highway 1 has all �ve of the elements of a 
Chinese garden:  rocks, plants, water, bridges, and a pavilion (I’ll 
count the lighthouse as that). There were majestic Monterey 
Pines and little Cyprus trees on the way as well.

The highlight of Highway 1 was observing a bird, the California 
Condor, which only numbered about 50 in the 1970s. In 1982, 
the species nearly went extinct with only 22 le© in the world.  
Because it was imperiled, zoos took some and bred them and 
a law was passed to protect them. They were released and now 
there are 470 in the whole world.  They have a wingspan of 9 ½ 
feet and are the heaviest of ²ighted birds. We saw one perched a 
few feet from us looking out to sea.  It slowly spread its majestic 
wings and ²ew up and into a cave high on the cli®s behind us.  
My heart sank and ²ew with it.   

The aquarium there was a sea lover’s dream!  I used to go 
scuba diving in the South China Sea and have always loved sea 
creatures.  Shiny Sardines swam in a circle tank where we stood 
in the center enveloped in their sterling silver brilliance.

What a moment!
The Germans invented a special aquarium tank that looks 

like the endless blue ocean…so whatever is in it has the aspect 
of being in the deep blue sea.  These were everywhere and 
so beautiful with the sea creatures in them.  A red octopus 
performed an intricate water ballet waving its delicate tentacle 
arms.  Chambered nautili swam across the blue.  Jelly�sh, in 
hues of pink, purple and blue ²owed rhythmically and serenely.

The last day came as we boarded a whale watching excursion 
boat.  Due to the large swells, we never got deep enough to 
see the gray whales, but we saw a family of orcas swimming in 
unison, breaching in their black and white glory as if celebrating 
their exhilarating freedom.  

That night we went to the �nal event.  We took a bus to 
Carmel by the Sea.  When Clint Eastwood was the mayor, he built 
a beautiful golf club in the hills overlooking his mansion and the 
golf course.  We went there.  The men looked so handsome in 
their tuxedos and the women in their beautiful dresses.  I looked 
out over the hills and thought it was a perfect �nale to our 
California adventure.

President’s Message
President Fred Rashke

Seventy-Five years later, the 
ADTA tradition of excellence, 
collegiality, referrals, and 
selectivity continues.

You are proven, recognized, 
and successful lawyers, possessing 
the highest skill level of the 
defense trial attorney in civil cases.  
Congratulations on your success 
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and the Seventy-Five years of success for the ADTA.  
I would like to bring you up to date on the goals of your 

Executive Council this year:
1)  Continue and increase diversity in our ranks in everything 

that we do;
2) Increase our membership base; and
3) Increase member involvement.
As to the �rst goal, throughout our committees and 

throughout the CLE at our Annual Meeting, you will see not 
only diversity of individuals, but the diversity of issues which will 
make the ADTA stronger and more relevant as the tradition of 
excellence continues.  As we continue through the year, we will 
strive to make diversity a way of life and no longer an agenda 
issue.

Johnston Cox, and his Membership Committee are working 
on increasing the ADTA membership base.  We are encouraging 
those of you who have not attended an Annual Meeting to come 
to the meeting.  We guarantee that once you attend a meeting, 
you will be hooked.  We urge you and your �rms to sponsor 
Associate members.

As to concerns of our third goal, I encourage all of you to 
get active on a committee, a list of which has been published 
in this Newsletter.  All of the committee chairs and members 
are working hard to make the ADTA relevant to you and to your 
practice.  We need your involvement to make it all work.

To get more members involved, we have formed three new 
committees this year:  Out of the Box; Past Presidents; and 
Independence of the Judiciary.  Robert Harrison chairs the 
Out of the Box Committee.  As it suggests, this committee is 
charged with coming up with ideas that do not �t in the normal 
committee structure.  It is charged with coming up with ideas 
that will make our organization stronger and more worthwhile 
to its members.  The Past Presidents Committee is chaired by 
past presidents Dan Balmert and Kevin Kelly.  As you are aware, 
the past presidents in attendance at the ADTA Annual Meetings 
sit as the Nominations Committee.  We want to tap into the 
vast experience of the past presidents and keep them more 
involved as we move forward.  We look forward to their input 
and suggestions.  Finally, the Independence of the Judiciary 

Committee is headed by Jim Craig.  All of the organizations of 
which you may be a member, either nationally or through your 
state, may have an Independence of the Judiciary Committee.  
Perhaps now, more than ever, it is important that we protect 
our judges from unwarranted attacks when they are unable 
to publicly respond.  Jim and his Committee will be working 
diligently to preserve the independence of the judiciary, and 
we ask for your input if you become aware of a situation that 
warrants the attention of this Committee.

President-Elect Tom Hurney and his committee, are working 
hard on the CLE to be provided to you at the Nashville Annual 
Meeting.  As we continue to elevate our CLE programs, I invite 
you to attend the Annual Meeting in Nashville and become 
enlightened by the presentations you will see and hear.

Likewise, the 2017 Annual Meeting in Nashville will also be 
a “social” experience that you do not want to miss.  Our Social 
Chairs, Gino and Jeanne Marchetti have a number of surprises 
for you that you will not want to miss, so dust o® your boots and 
your cowboy hat and get ready to have a great time.

I encourage you to get involved with all the activities that 
are going on within the ADTA.  Please do not wait to be invited 
to work on a committee.  Feel free to contact me, your o·cers, 
the Executive Council members, our Executive Director Peggy 
Schultz, or any of the Committee Chairs to become involved on 
a committee.

At the end of the day, it is all about family.  Thank you for 
being a part of the ADTA family.  Stay involved, stay connected, 
and prefer to refer.

President Raschke’s 
Initiatives for Past 
Presidents Committee
Dan Balmert

One of President Fred Raschke’s 
initial acts in o·ce was to create 
a committee of the ADTA’s Past 
Presidents.  Each Past President 
will soon be invited to participate 
in the Committee’s activities by 
Chairpersons Kevin Kelly and Dan 
Balmert.

“We place great value on the 
wisdom and experience of our 
former leaders.  It’s time for us to 
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create a vehicle to amplify their voices and take advantage of 
their insights,” President Raschke recently commented… “I want 
to keep them involved in the association.”  President-Elect Tom 
Hurney added, “This committee will enhance communication 
between the Executive Council and the past presidents and will 
facilitate decisions concerning the nomination of our future 
leaders.”

President Raschke revealed that he intends to invite our past 
presidents to attend and participate in a portion of the April 
meeting of the Executive Council.

Co-Chairs Kelly and Balmert expect to hold committee 
meetings by teleconference during the year.  These get-
togethers will be designed to keep the past presidents informed 
about the projects, successes and challenges of the Association.  
The meetings will also keep the past presidents up to date on 
the e®orts of the ADTA’s strongest performers.

ADTA Members Hold 
Rank in FDCC

The FDCC announced the results of its 2016 elections for 
O·cers and Board Members during its recent Annual Meeting at 
the Fairmont Le Manior Richelieu, La Malbaie, Quebec, Canada. 

The FDCC (a Sister organization of the ADTA) is an invitation-
only organization that consists of accomplished defense 
attorneys (limited to 1200 in the USA), corporate counsel, and 
insurance industry executives who have achieved professional 
distinction during their careers. 

The ADTA is proud to have many of its members holding 
various positions of the FDCC Board.   We congratulate the 
following:

Secretary-Treasurer:
 Donald L. Myles, Jr., Jones Skelton & Hochuli, P.L.C. 
(Phoenix, AZ)
Senior Directors: 
 Robert L. Christie, Christie Law Group PLLC (Seattle, WA)
 Todd A. Roberts, Ropers Majeski Kohn Bentley 
(Redwood City, CA)
Director:
Heidi G. Goebel, Goebel Anderson PC (Salt Lake City, UT)

New Members
E. Paul Cauley, Jr.

Sedgwick, LLP
Dallas, TX
469-227-8004
paul.cauley@sedgwicklaw.com

Emily G. Coughlin
Coughlin Betke, LLP
Boston, MA
617-988-8050
ecoughlin@coughlinbetke.com

Gerard “Jerry” T. Fazio
Owens & Fazio, P.C.
Dallas, TX
241-891-5960
jfazio@owenfazio.com

Leonard Grossman
Craig, Terrill, Hale & Grantham, LLP
Lubbock, TX
806-686-1230
budg@cthglaw�rm.com

Kristi A. Hastings
Pemberton, Sorlie, Rufer & Kershner, P.L.L.P.
Fergus Falls, MN
218-736-5493
khastings@pemlaw.com

John S. Hill
Mitchell, McNutt & Sams P.A.
Tupelo, MS
662-842-8450
jhill@mitchellmcnutt.com

Larry C. Hicks, Jr. 
Hicks Law Firm, LLC
Hattisburg, MS
601-544-6775
clark@hicksattorneys.com

Chastiti N. Horne
Horne, Rota, Moos, LLP
Houston, TX
713-333-4505
chorne@hrmlawyers.com
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Scott Smith
Bradley, Arant, Bolt, Cummings, LLP
Huntsville, AL
256-517-5198
ssmith@babc.com

Natalia Steele
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP
Cleveland, OH
330-208-1016
nsteele@vorys.com

Evan B. Stephenson
Wheeler Trigg  O’Donnell, LLP
Denver, CO
303-244-1800
stephenson@wtotrial.com

William Toles
Fee, Smith, Sharp & Vitullio
Dallas, TX
972-980-3288
wtoles@feesmith.com

New Member Profiles
Marie Jones, Pennsylvania

Marie works at JonesPassodelis, 
PLLC, in the areas of Employment 
and Civil Rights Litigation, 
Commercial Litigation and Legal 
Malpractice Defense. She has 
held leadership positions with 
Pennsylvania Defense Institute as 
a past president (2002 – 2003), 
and DRI State Representative for 
Pennsylvania (2011 – 2014). She is 
an active member of both DRI and 
FDCCC. Additionally, Marie is Chairman of the Board of Directors 
at her alma mater, Duquesne University. She is an Independent 
Director for Federated Investors, a publicly traded entity. Marie 
is active in the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh. She is married 
to Cameron Jones who a retired automobile dealer and creator 
of SnooZzoo (www.snoozzoo.com). She enjoys traveling and 
exercise. 

Jerry Fazio, Texas
Jerry is a shareholder in the 

law �rm of Owen and Fazio, PC. 
His practice concentrates on 
Personal Injury Defense, Premises 
Liability, Transportation and 
Medical Malpractice. He has been 
recognized by AV Preeminent Peer 
Rating by Martindale Hubbell, a 
2013 Super Lawyer in the �eld of 
Personal Injury Defense, a 2015 
Texas Super Lawyer and multiple 
“Best Lawyer in Dallas” in the area of Personal Injury Defense. 
Jerry spent 10 years on the Texas Association of Defense Counsel 
Board of Directors, served as the Secretary of the organization 
in 2014, 2015 and is currently Vice President of the Texas 
Association of Defense Counsel. He is married to Claudia Fazio 
and has a stepson, Dawson Parker, age 17. Jerry enjoys golf, 
traveling and lecturing on important legal topics.

Je�rey Hosking
Lombardi, Loper & Conant, LLP
Oakland, CA
510-433-2600
jdh@llcllp.com

Marie M. Jones
JonesPassodelis, PLLC
Pittsburg, PA
412-315-7272
mjones@jonespassodelis.com

Julia B. Judkins
Bancro©, McGavin, Horvath & Judkins, P.C.
Fairfax, VA
703-385-1000
jjudkins@bmhjlaw.com

Mary Ellen King
King Law Group PLLC
Dripping Springs, TX
512-263-8212
meking@kinglitigationgroup.com

R. Mark Livingston
Stuart Tinley Law Firm, LLP
Council Blu®s, IA
712-332-4033
livingston.robert@stuarttinley.com

Arron Nesbitt
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker, LLP
Denver, CO
303-572-5326
arron.nesbit@wilsonelser.com

Stephen C. Olson, II
Engles, Ketcham, Olson & Keith, PC
Omaha, NE
402-348-0900
solson@ekoklaw.com

Doug Dooley and Elizabeth Fleming, 
Chairs and Co-Editors
Courtney Presthus, David Lauritzen, and Ron Austin

ADTA Publications Committee
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John Hill, Mississippi
John works with Mitchell, 

McNutt and Sams in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. He practices in the 
areas of General and Commercial 
Litigation, Employment Law, 
Workers’ Compensation and 
Governmental Entity Law. He 
is a Fellow of Mississippi Bar 
Foundation; a former Young 
Lawyers Section Board of Directors 
with MDLA and was rated as Super 
Lawyer for Workers’ Compensation Defense. He is a member of 
the Mississippi Defense Lawyers Association, DRI and FDCC. He 
is married to Emily Hill, who is a pharmacist. They have three 
grown children who are Anna Kathryn Sloan (Shipman), Marilyn 
Hill and Jack Hill. He has two grandchildren Lille Sloan and Julia 
Sloan both age 2.  He enjoys Mississippi State Bulldog athletics, 
grandchildren and gol�ng. 

 
Je� Hosking, California

Je® is a 1992 graduate of BYU 
Law School. He practices with 
Lombardi, Loper and Conant. 
His areas of legal practice or 
concentration include Medical 
Negligence and Catastrophic 
Injury. He is married to Pam 
Hosking who is a Recreational 
Therapist. His children are Hannah 
(26), Paige (24), Abigail (21) and 
Jacob (18).  He enjoys reading, 
cycling, guitar and service.

Robert Livingston, Iowa 
Robert Livingston is a graduate 

of Drake Law School. He practices 
at Stuart Tinley Law Firm, LLP in 
Council Blu®s, Iowa, in the areas 
of Appellate Practice, Insurance, 
Construction, Products Liability 
Defense, Municipal and Civil Rights 
Defense and General Litigation 
Practice.. He has received honors 

and awards as U.S. News & World Report Best Lawyers – 
Insurance Law (2016), Life Fellow of Iowa State Bar Foundation 
(March 2014), Fellowship in the Iowa Academy of Trial Lawyers 
(2012), Martindale Hubbell AV Preeminent (2011 to present), 
Council Blu®s 20 under 40 (August 2009) and Iowa State Bar 
Association Young Lawyer Award of Merit (June 2008). He 
also serves on the School Board for Lewis Central Community 
Schools and is involved in many other community organizations. 
He is married to Katherine Livingston and has three children He 
enjoys cycling, running, �shing, hunting and spending time with 
family. 

Michele Smith, Texas 
Michele works with Meha®y 

Weber Law in the areas of 
Civil Litigation, Products, 
Products Liability, Toxic Tort 
and Commercial Litigation. She 
graduated law school in 1992 from 
Baylor University. Michele is a Past 
President of the Texas Association 
of Defense Counsel and the 
Je®erson County Bar Association. 
She is also an active member in 
IADC and DRI. She is married to Mitchell Smith, who is also an 
attorney. Michele enjoys cooking, traveling and reading.

Natalia Steele, Ohio
Natalia works with Vorys, Sater, 

Seymour and Pease out of their 
Cleveland O·ce in the areas of 
General Commercial Litigation 
with focus on Privacy, Banking and 
other Civil Litigation. She was born 
and raised in the USSR and has 
lived in the United States for the 
past 20 years. She is the mother 
two children Patrick, age 22 and 
Liam age 6. She is married to Todd 
Steele who is a Senior Underwriter. She enjoys reading, traveling 
and skiing.
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William Toles, Texas
William is a graduate of 

Washington and Lee School of 
Law (1995). He practices at Fees, 
Smith, Sharp and Vitullo where 
he concentrates on Trucking, 
Premises/Retail, Commercial 
Litigation, Construction (Liability 
and Defect), and Amusement Park/
Recreation Activity. On honors and 
awards, he has received the Super 
Lawyers designation (2012 – 2016), 
Fellow – Leadership Counsel on Legal Diversity, D Magazine 
Best Lawyers in Dallas (2016) and National Black Lawyer’s Top 
100. He serves in ABOTA on Dallas Executive Committee and 
is a National Board Member. He enjoys traveling, the Dallas 
Cowboys, wine and cooking. 

National Legal 
Issues Committee 
Brooks Magratten

The National Legal Issues 
Committee is pleased to host the 
“ADTA Talks” series.   The talks are 
monthly half-hour conference 
calls in which ADTA members 
have led a discussion on a topic 
of interest.  Past topics include:  
Marijuana & The Law; Moving & 
Shaking in Oklahoma; The Care & 
Feeding of Millennial Associates; 
Patent Trolls; The Pros & Cons of 
Satellite Law O·ces; and Defeating Reptile Litigation Tactics.

 Many committee members and non-members have led 
ADTA Talks.  Future discussions include: Big Data (Tom Hurney); 
Data Breach Litigation (Bill Sampson & Dan Schwaller); and The 
Do’s and Dont’s When Changing Law Firms (Matt Bailey).

ADTA Talks are easy, informative events.  There are no papers, 
PowerPoints or CLE credits. They are simply an opportunity to 
dial in for an interesting conversation with other ADTA members. 
Topics can range from interesting new legal developments, NFL 
/ MLB prognostications, new ways to cook trout, how to cure a 
golf slice/hook, or best remedies for a hangover.

The calendar is open a©er September 2016.  If you have 
a topic on which you would like to lead a discussion, please 
contact Brooks Magratten (bmagratten@pierceatwood.com) or 
Peggy Schultz (pschultz@adtalaw.com).  

ADTA Webinars Help 
Members With Practical 
Litigation Solutions 
Heather L. Mills

The ADTA Webinar Committee 
provides one hour educational 
programs throughout the year 
designed to help members in 
their everyday trial and litigation 
practices. Last year the committee 
focused on providing webinars on 
topics that were both cutting edge 
and practical topics, including 
the use of smartphones in civil 
discovery, enacting reasonable 
security measures to protect attorney-client communications, 
preserving the record for appeal, and ethically in²uencing the 
internet in anticipation of juror misconduct.  This year we will 
continue the trend of topical and practical programming. 

• Genomics, Genetics and Implications for the Courtroom.” 
• Real (Big) Time Data in Personal Injury Litigation.”  
•  Discovery Across State Lines Made Easier—A Primer On 

the Uniform Interstate Deposition and Discovery Act.” 
The committee is considering a number of topics of interest 

for upcoming programs, and is also looking for ADTA members 
who are interested in presenting their own webinars to the group 
over the upcoming year. As always, we welcome suggestions on 
how to make the webinar program the most valuable resource 
possible for ADTA members, and also seek new members 
interested in joining the committee.  

Please feel free to contact Webinar Chair Heather L. 
Mills or Webinar Vice-Chair Amanda M. Cialkowski with your 
suggestions and comments, or to express your interest in joining 
the committee or becoming a presenter. We look forward to 
seeing all of you at the upcoming annual meeting in Nashville!

Upcoming Events
April 19-23
2017 ADTA Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee

April 2018 ADTA Annual Meeting, Austin, Texas
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The Great High 
Seas Monterey Bike 
Ride of 2016
Jim Craig

Twenty-Eight excited individuals signed up for the scenic 
17-mile bike ride from Monterey to Pebble Beach before the 
Annual Meeting.  We all thought what could be more enjoyable 
than a leisurely ride through Monterey along California’s rocky 
shore on a beautiful sunny day in California?  Our trip turned out 
to be anything but a leisurely, enjoyable and sunny ride!

Rain fell hard a half hour before we were scheduled to report 
to Adventures Land and Sea for our ride.  However, shortly before 
1:00, the skies cleared and gradually riders showed up for the 
bike ride.  We learned, upon arrival, that ADTA �shing trip had 
been canceled due to weather which gave us all some pause.  
But since the rain had stopped and we had already paid for our 
ride, we stayed!  We were given box lunches and told to report 
at 1:15 p.m. to leave.  As we were �tted with helmets and bikes, 
the skies began to cloud over again.  We were assured, however, 
the sun was shining brightly in Pebble Beach only 13 miles to the 
south!  At the same time, ominously, we were told rain ponchos 
were available in our handlebar packs . . . just in case.  As we rode 
our bikes along the nearby pier, we were treated to views of a 
mother otter grooming her furry pup on her chest and sea lions 
too numerous to count.  Then, o® we went through Monterey, 
past Cannery Row and into the Paci�c Grove community located 
directly south.  

Our �rst stop was to view more sea lions with pups sunning 
themselves along the rocky beach.  We all enjoyed the view and 
failed to notice the bank of dark clouds approaching from the 
south.  As we were leaving Paci�c Grove and the beautiful Lovers 
Point area only 20 minutes into our ride, the wind increased to 
30 to 40 miles per hour and sprinkles started to fall.  Our guide 
suggested that maybe we would want to don our stylish light 
blue plastic ponchos.  The ponchos looked strikingly similar 
to large, colorful garbage bags with holes!  Many put them on, 

some, regrettably, did not.  Have you ever tried to put on a plastic 
poncho while straddling a bike in 30 mile per hour wind with 
rain starting to fall?  It is no easy task.

Undeterred, our guides pressed on.  Only two miles from our 
starting point, we proceeded south away from Monterey and 
onto the bike trail to Pebble Beach.  Soon the rain fell in earnest.  
For the next seven miles, we battled heavy winds from the sea 
and rain that fell horizontally rather than vertically, always 
managing to hit you at eye level.  Huge waves crashed beautifully 
on the rocks along the shore, spraying even more moisture 
towards our ²imsy plastic ponchos.  The ponchos shook so loud 
in the wind you could not hear yourself yell to other riders. 

While the views of the waves were spectacular, our vision 
was obscured by the pelting rain.  Soon, an Adventures Land and 
Sea van arrived to the rescue.  Though cold, soaked to the bone 
and with sti® �ngers, most of the group elected to press on and 
�nish our adventure.  Steve Gurnee, our meeting host and native 
Californian, could not resist his curiosity to witness the event.  
What he witnessed were dozens of riders in blue ponchos, 
drenched to the bone, dutifully peddling southward with one 
goal in mind – to �nish.  His moral support and applause along 
the way was much appreciated. 

Thankfully, the rain abated a©er a time though the wind did 
not.  We conquered two modest hills and eventually congregated 
at the famous Pebble Beach Cypress Tree Overlook, where 
everyone stopped for pictures and recounted the adventure thus 
far.  True to California form, the sun came out, sending sparkles 
across the still raging waves of the Paci�c Ocean.  Several in our 
group spotted gray whales spouting o®shore.  Thankfully, the 
rest of the ride was downhill and protected by coastal forests.  
Miraculously, we arrived at Pebble Beach nearly dry from the 
wind and sun that blessed us on the last third of our ride.

While not exactly what we expected, our ride turned out 
to be another great ADTA adventure.  New friendships were 
formed through everyone’s shared steely determination to 
�nish.  Ponchos, rain gear and moral support were generously 
shared by all bikers to help get to the �nish.  Subsequently, 
many laughs and jokes were shared at dinner about the great 
High Seas Monterey Bike Ride.  The lesson learned from our 
adventure, do not pay in advance for a bike ride along the Paci�c 
Ocean!  You never know what calamity may befall you.
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Value of the ADTA 
Jim Craig

If you are like me, you 
occasionally question the value 
of being in the organizations you 
choose to belong to.  There is 
obviously more to membership in 
organizations than periodic emails, 
CLE o®erings and networking at 
meetings.  I recently discovered that 
the expert information I could tap 
from trusted lawyers around the 
country is a tremendous value of 
our ADTA membership.

Recently, an expert I had never heard of, was named by the 
plainti®s as an expert in a brain injury case.  It is clear plainti®s 
are angling towards a million dollar claim.  Having seen other 
members of the ADTA circulate requests regarding experts, I 
said to my co-defense counsel, “Let me try to see what my fellow 
ADTA members know about this guy.”

Well, the response I received was overwhelming.  I had 
phone calls and emails o®ering information the same day of 
the request.  Ultimately, I received over two feet of information 
on the expert, including multiple pretrial depositions, trial 
testimony transcripts, copies of the expert’s written reports 
in other cases and investigative material collected by other 
lawyers.  I admit to being surprised by the response.

I am proud to be a member of the ADTA.  I gain value from 
the ADTA through its frequent CLE opportunities, national 

issues talks, the networking opportunities I have at the Annual 
Meeting and the in-state contacts I have developed with fellow 
Iowa ADTA members.  But the added bene�t of help defending 
against experts I am unfamiliar with was a welcome surprise.  
To get full value from your ADTA membership, you need to 
participate.  It is worth it!  Thank you ADTA for your help with 
my practice.

Site Selection Committee 
David Zizik

I was honored when President 
Raschke asked me to chair the Site 
Selection Committee.   As those of 
you who know me will attest, travel 
is a passion of mine; and some 
of my best travel has been done 
through the ADTA at our Annual 
Meetings.  

Pursuant to the directions of the 
Executive Council, the aim of the 
ADTA Site Selection Committee is 
to streamline the process of selecting potential annual meeting 
sites. We want to develop “institutional memory,” and streamline 
the process of selecting potential sites for the Executive Council’s 
consideration as each new year’s venue is selected. We hope to 
take full advantage of the resources available to an organization 
of ADTA’s size and stature to leverage maximum value for our 
members.  

The immediate goal of the Committee is to come up with a 
2019 venue.   We are in Nashville, TN in 2017 and Austin, TX in 
2018.  We are hard at work developing a set of recommendations 
for the Executive Council as it considers our 2019 annual meeting 
site.  If you have an idea or a suggestion, please pass it along.

President Raschke has put together a great team.  Our Vice 
Chair is Denise Anderson. Other Members of the Committee 
are:  Kevin Amatuzio, Matt Bailey, Dan Balmert and Bill Staples.  
Peggy Schultz is an ex ocio member as Executive Director.  We 
will work closely with the Annual Meeting Committee to 
coordinate e®orts.

ADTA Annual Meetings have been splendid occasions for 
fellowship, education and marketing for our members, spouses 
and friends.   The Site Selection Committee wants to build on 
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this Tradition to ensure that we select the very best venues to 
suit our members’ needs.  

If you are interested in being a part of the ADTA Site Selection 
Committee, please don’t hesitate to contact me, or Denise, or 
any other committee member.  

We look forward to updating you in Nashville next April!

A Word from Lou
Lou Sco�eld

The topic for this episode, dear 
readers, is judges.  But it will take 
me a little time to get there, so 
please be patient.

The other day I was returning 
home from Waco, Texas by car.  I 
was not on a freeway but on a 
regular U.S. Highway.  It was late 
at night, and I was a long way from 
home. Texas is a very big state . . . 
so big that they make iron skillets 
from its outline to sell to tourists.  Yes, it’s that big.  So the Waco 
to Beaumont drive is a long one. 

Soon my mind was wandering with each little observation.  
I passed a sign at a bridge: “Mud Creek.” Then a road sign:  “Red 
Hill.” Then another bridge sign:  “Sand Creek.” Straight forward, 
all-American names, simply call it what it is.  Perfectly clear.

As these simple descriptive names continued…“Clear Creek”, 
etc., I became a bit disturbed at the apparent lack of imagination 
of the folks who named these landmarks.  Then my memory 
redeemed them.  I remembered a bridge sign on Interstate 
10, just west of Sequin, Texas:  “Woman Hollering Creek,” I kid 
you not.  Perfectly ambiguous.  Is it describing what the creek is 
yelling, or what the woman is yelling?

Then just as my musings on this sign were beginning, I saw 
an even more redeeming sign: one promoting “Kickapoo Creek,” 
named a©er the Kickapoo Indians here in Texas.  Not to be 
disrespectful, but to a guy whose mind tracks like mine, this is 
a very unfortunate name, to wit:  Why is it Kick a poo?  Because 
a©er you have kicked poo once, you’re not inclined to repeat it. 

***
That sign reminded me of another group of original 

Americans, the Karankawa.  Native to the coastal bend of Texas, 
the �erce Karankawas are reputed (unfairly, some have said) to 
have been cannibals.  Now folks, it is said that “a well-armed 
society is a polite society.”  If that’s true, I presume people in a 
cannibalistic society must treat one another with unequalled 
civility.  Ahem.

Speaking of civility, we are blessed that we still have the 
example of our courts, and the judges who preside over them, 
as guide-posts for civility in our broader civilization. (See I told 
you I would get to the topic of judges).  Our laws, and the courts 
and judges we select as the focal point of their functioning (our 
civilized dispute resolution forum), are the envy of the world.

Although the judiciary is not perfect, I, like all of you, have 
appeared before enough judges (from the brilliant and fair, to 
the slow and biased) to know that the typical judge in America 
behaves much nearer the fair designation than the biased.  
Almost all strive to live up to their oath.  Most understand the 
sacred burden of their public image and example.  Few behave 
with overt bias, and fewer still engage in outright criminal 

behavior.  As to the latter, the truly bad apples, when found, 
almost always are publicly shamed, and stripped of their rank 
and freedom.

As for civility in the courtroom itself, the rules governing 
orderly trial, and our behavior in the courtroom, before our 
judges, are stylized and rigid for a reason. They vividly portray 
our reverence for the law.  (The judge is entering: “All rise…”)   
There is nowhere else in our culture where we daily honor an 
institution from beginning to end with such civility, and this 
civility is contagious to all who are in court.  It re²ects our 
universal desire to hold something up as better, and higher than 
each of us individually stands.  

The vast majority of our judges are inspired public servants, 
who earn much less than their talents could have brought them 
in private practice.  Many feel isolated by their position.  Of 
course being a judge has its “perks,” but to my mind, not enough 
to sit in their chair.  I, for one, lack “judicial temperament,” and 
delight in having a referee…especially one with a sense of humor. 

Come to think of it, I have heard a pretty good judge joke:  
One a©ernoon, in chambers, a lawyer was on the receiving end 
of repeated adverse rulings by the judge.  The hearing concluded 
and, as the disgruntled lawyer got to the door, he turned and 
asked the judge: “Your Honor, has anyone ever called you a dull 
witted jack ass?”  Rising from his seat the judge growled:  “No!”  
“Then I shan’t be the �rst,” quipped the lawyer as he le©.

***
  So I have dragged you unwillingly through my musings on 

signs, which led to “civility,” which led to judges, for the purpose 
of reminding you that we owe, every day, a debt of gratitude to 
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these folks.  We have had former ADTA members, and even at 
least one former ADTA President, rise to the bench.  All have 
brought honor to us, and themselves, and their positions.  None 
were perfect, but no more broken than any of the rest of us.

CLE Committee
Kevin Amatuzio

The CLE Compliance 
Committee obtains pre-
approvals from the North 
American jurisdictions of the 
ADTA membership for the legal 
education component of the 
Annual Meeting.  We prepare the 
attendance certi�cate forms, 
prepare and report the results 
of the membership seminar evaluations, and report, where 
required, the member attendance to the various jurisdictions 
a©er the meeting.   We are also available to answer questions 
about the ADTA CLE and to assist members with issues or 
questions about their credits. The accreditation process starts 
at the beginning of the year, as soon as we have the program 
materials, at which point we scramble to get the required 
forms completed and submitted to 50-plus states, territories 
and provinces. With the able work of the Program Committee, 
the average number of credit hours awarded for attendance at 
the CLE has almost doubled over the past ten years, and while 
the results o©en vary greatly by state, the average CLE award 
for 100% attendance at the Monterey meeting was 8 hours, 
including 2 hours of ethics credit.  Obtaining ethics credit is 
important to our members, and this can be a substantial project 
in that each jurisdiction typically wants a separate statement 
as to which of that jurisdiction’s ethical rules or judicial ethics 
decisions are relevant to the program(s) for which ethics credit is 
sought.  Also, since many jurisdictions’ CLE Boards don’t actually 
read the course materials, but only the table of contents and 
speaker bios, we work with the Program folks to dra© program 
captions and descriptions that show on their faces the areas of 
ethics subject in the program.    

I presently serve as Chair, working with the dedicated help of 
committee members Scott Blinks, John Brown, Vince Orchard 
and Steve Gurnee. During crunch time last year, our spouses 
and o·ce sta® provided invaluable assistance, and I speci�cally 
acknowledge and thank my wife, Alice, as well as Susan Lynne 
Brown for their substantial contributions to the e®ort.

The CLE Program evaluation forms are an important part of 
our work for ADTA. We very much appreciate and pay attention 
to the attendee responses and we make a real e®ort to be 
responsive to that feedback. Please do take the time to complete 
and return those evaluations to assist ADTA in trying to ensure 
that the annual CLE meets or exceeds your expectations every 
year!  By way of examples, ADTA has redoubled its e®orts to 
provide more quality women and minority speakers, and 
seeks to provide at least two ethics seminars in the program; 
suggestions obtained from the survey results.   

CLE Compliance is always looking for more members, and 
if you are interested in signing up to help us with this work, 
please get in touch with me or Peggy! We look forward to seeing 
everyone again for a wonderful annual meeting in Nashville.      

Social Media
 Jim Nieset

Your Internet and Technology 
Committee is working to ensure 
that the ADTA stays on the cutting 
edge of bringing information about 
our organization and its members 
to the membership and the entire 
World Wide Web. In 2015, we saw 
the beginning stages of a plan for 
an ADTA member Facebook page. 
In 2016, we intend to get that up 
and running so that members can 
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more easily keep in touch with each other throughout the year.
Another goal for 2016 is to get an active Twitter feed for the 

annual meeting. Through both of these social media channels, as 
well as the ADTA website, we will try to get as much information 
about our group and our talented members as we can. Thanks to 
all who have contributed information on recent wins, important 
decisions and news of note throughout the year. Please keep the 
wins coming and keep telling us about them!

Many thanks are due to Scott Blinks for his help in Monterey 
on the presentations and sound for all of the wonderful 
presentations that were given.

External Marketing 
Committee
Dyan Ebert

The ADTA’s External Marketing 
Committee has several goals.  The 
Committee works in conjunction 
with the Membership Committee 
to publicize the bene�ts of ADTA 
membership to help attract high 
caliber members to the Association.  

Additionally, one of the primary 
missions of the Committee is to 
promote the accomplishments 
and successes of our existing 
members and demonstrate why they are the best attorneys in 
the business. We hope to do this by promoting and showcasing 

ADTA members through the publication of substantive articles 
in trade journals and with other professional organizations. 

The Committee also recently established the “ADTA Speakers 
Bureau” aimed at identifying members who are available to 
make presentations to groups or potential clients on speci�c 
areas of the law. If you have not already completed and returned 
the form for the Speakers Bureau, I encourage you to do so.  Once 
we have a list established, we will include it on the website and 
coordinate connecting members on the list to potential clients 
looking for presenters for their meetings and training sessions.  

The current members of the External Marketing Committee 
are:

Samuel Anderson, Chris Cavanaugh, Amanda Cialkowski, 
Sandra Corbett, JD Feriancek, Paul Finamore, Marie Jones, Mike 
Kronlund, Matthew Mo®ett, Erik Pless, Michele Smith, Leonard 
Weakley and our Chair is Dyan Ebert.

If you are interested in joining the External Marketing 
Committee, please contact me. We welcome your input and 
look forward to another year of promoting the ADTA and its 
members!
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Diversity Committee
Kasey Townsend

The Diversity committee is 
hard at work for our members. 
Our new goals for this year include 
changing our Diversity Cocktail 
Reception to Thursday night at the 
Annual Meeting to allow for better 
attendance, to have more female 
and diverse speakers in our CLE 
program, to plan a “get to know 
each other” fun o®-site diversity 
event, and to have   a diversity 
representative on every ADTA committee. And, look out for 
our next ADTA Press where we will have an informative article 
on the Diversity Survey conducted on our membership back in 
March 2016.

Independence of the 
Judiciary Committee
 Jim Craig

Our Executive Committee 
created the Independence of 
Judiciary Committee. This is a new 
committee to the ADTA intended 
to address concerns regarding 
the many problems a®ecting 
judicial independence. Members 
of the committee include Thomas 
Burke, William Staples, Spencer 
Silverglate, Pope Yamada, Gail Kelly, 
Dyan Ebert, Heidi Goebel, John 
Burke, Mile Aylward, and Jim Craig, our Chair. The committee 
has met to discuss the most signi�cant problems facing the 
judiciary today. Some of the problems identi�ed are declining 
budgets, special interest or politically-charged criticisms of 
individual judges and decisions of the Court and special interest 
funding of judicial elections. 

As we consider our mission and goals, we would like to solicit 
information from our members. Are your state courts facing 
any of these problems today? Are you in a state where judicial 
budgets have been drastically reduced? Have your state court 
judges been targeted in retention elections? Is judicial campaign 
�nance a concern in your state?

Next, what are your state organizations, be it bar association 
or defense groups, doing to address the problems facing judicial 
independence?

Finally, in what ways do you believe the ADTA and the 
Independence of the Judiciary Committee can help members 
in your state educate the public, legislators and other lawyers 
about the importance of the third branch of government-the 
judiciary? Please email Jim Craig at jcraig@lwclawyers.com 
with answers to these questions. Further, if you are interested in 
joining the Independence of the Judiciary Committee, please let 
us know. All are welcome. 

Committees Matter – 
Get Involved
Membership

Johnston Cox, Chair
jcox@gwblaw�rm.com
Jennifer Mitchell, Vice Chair
jennifer.mitchell@dinsmore.com

Annual Meetings
Tim Agajanian, Chair
Tim.agajanian@rmkb.com
John Burke, Vice Chair
jjb@elamburke.com

Diversity
Kasey Townsend, Chair
ktownsend@murchisonlaw.com
Monte Williams, Vice Chair
monte.williams@steptoe-johnson.com
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Finance
Matthew Bailey, Chair
mbailey@irwinllc.com
F. D. Balmert, Vice Chair
fdbalmert@vorys.com

Internet and Technology
James Neiset, Chair
jnieset@phjlaw.com

CLE Compliance
Kevin Amatuzio, Chair
kamatuzio@madc-law.com
Scott Blinks, Vice Chair
scottblinks@vanderstoep.com

We Prefer to Refer
Jennifer Mitchell, Chair
jennifer.mitchell@dinsmore.com
Samuel Anderson, Vice Chair
sanderson@s-c-law.com

External Marketing
Dyan Ebert, Chair
debert@quinlivan.com

Mentor
Stephen Pennell, Chair
srp@stuartlaw.com
Clayton Hall, Vice Chair
Hall@hhc-slo.com

National Legal Issues
Brooks Magratten, Chair
bmagratten@pierceatwood.com
Daniel White, Vice Chair
dwhite@gwblaw�rm.com

CLE Program
Thomas J. Hurney, Jr., Chair
thurney@jacksonkelly.com

James Holland, Vice Chair
jholland@pagekruger.com

Publications
Doug Dooley, Chair
doug.dooley@leitner�rm.com
Elizabeth Fleming, Vice Chair
e²eming@udalllaw.com 

Red Carpet
Ceci Birk, Chair
cÐirk@comcast.net
Julia Hurney, Vice Chair
hurndog@aol.com

Webinar
Heather Mills, Chair
hmills@murchisonlaw.com
Amanda Cialkowski, Vice Chair
acialkowski@nilanjohnson.com

Investment
John Cli®ord, Chair
john.cli®ord@wilsonelser.com
Matthew Bailey, Vice Chair
mbailey@irwinllc.com

Site Selection
David Zizik, Chair
dzizik@ziziklaw.com
Denise Anderson, Vice Chair
danderson@butler.legal

Out of Box
Robert Harrison, Chair
robert.harrison@wilsonelser.com

Independence of Judiciary Committee
James Craig, Chair
jcraig@lwclawyers.com
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Past Presidents
Dan Balmert/Kevin Kelly, Chairs
fdbalmert@vorys.com
Kevin Kelly, Vice Chair
kkelly@conwayfarrell.com 

Membership Report – If 
You Recruit, We Salute!
 Johnston Cox

Please join me in thanking Bill 
Staples for all the love and hard 
work that he dedicated to ADTA 
membership over the last several 
years.  He has done a fantastic 
job as the National Membership 
Chair.  I thank him for leaving me 
with a great system that works – 
take it from me – this job is more 
complicated than you would think! 

I am excited to announce the 
�rst annual “If You Recruit, We Salute” membership award to be 
given to the member responsible for recruiting the most new 
members each year. All members are eligible to win the award 
– all you have to do is recruit!  While we have several members 
who have done an outstanding job recruiting new members this 
year, it is not too late for someone to swoop in and walk away 
with this year’s award!

Membership Vice-Chair Jennifer Mitchell and I will be 
undertaking other membership initiatives to provide the 
regional and state chairs additional membership information 
to assist them in recruiting new members.  Over the coming 
months, we will be proactively assessing which cities are eligible 
for additional members under our By-laws and which cities/

regions are currently unrepresented in the ADTA.  We will be 
asking our regional and state chairs to run with this information 
and assist us in �lling those spots.

However, the referral of new members is not just for regional 
and state chairs.  If you have someone in mind who would be a 
quali�ed, active member of the ADTA, please contact me. 

Another of our goals this year is to increase membership 
participation.  Unfortunately, some of our members have never 
attended an ADTA meeting.  Others have not attended a meeting 
in some time.  Membership, and speci�cally membership 
participation, is the life-blood of the ADTA.  It is through meeting 
attendance that personal and working relationships are built. If 
you are a member who has not attended a meeting in a while, 
please join us at the Nashville meeting in April 2017!

I look forward to seeing you there!   

We Prefer To Refer 
Committee Update
Jen Mitchell

The We Prefer to Refer 
committee is invigorated a©er 
presenting the 2016 Strubinger 
award to Steve Gurnee of Gurnee 
Mason & Forestiere LLP in Roseville, 
CA at the ADTA Annual Meeting in 
Monterey. We are busy gathering 
and compiling nominations for 
the 2017 Strubinger Award to be 
presented at our next Annual 
Meeting in Nashville on April 19-23, 
2017!

One of the ADTA’s prime directives is to provide referral 
opportunities for our members. From the inception of the our 
award in 2010 to the present, nominations have increased year 
a©er year. While we had over 30 nominations for last year’s 
award, we would like to see even more this year!  The formula 
for the success of the We Prefer to Refer Committee is simple. 
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First, make referrals to other ADTA members. Second, nominate 
your colleagues when you receive an ADTA referral. The size of 
the referral doesn’t matter – Nominate early, nominate o©en!!

Keep an eye out for reminders from us throughout the 
year and, if you receive an ADTA referral, please visit the ADTA 
website and submit a nomination at https://adtalaw.com/Tools/
We-Prefer-To-Refer/Prefer-to-Refer-Form. Nominations for the 
2017 Strubinger award will be accepted through March 1, 2017, 
but no need to wait – submit your nominations online today!

The Blues is Trouble
James Holland

The wonderful traditions of the ADTA include our post annual 
meeting adventures.   For those of us who can squeeze out a 
few extra days to explore the chosen locations for our annual 
meetings, the side trips are an incredible opportunity to get to 
know and travel with our fellow members away from the rigors 
and structure of a meeting.  Our trip a©er our meeting in Music 
City will be no exception.   Keeping with the musical theme, 
a “blues” ribbon committee is hard at work planning an April 
adventure from the capital of country music into the harmonies 
and literature of a deeper south.

Just as we wrap up our meeting Nashville, we will drop from 
our base down into the Mississippi Delta to explore juke joints, 
local sirens, and the famous cross roads where Robert Johnson 
sold his soul.  For the studious musician in you, we will visit the 
BB King Museum and the Delta Grammy Museum.   Hosted by 
ADTA member, Mayor Bill Luckett we may sing along to the 
beat at Ground Zero Blues Club that he owns with Morgan 
Freeman. From Blues to Bluegrass to the Southern Rock of your 
much younger days, we will swing through the rich notes in the 
hallowed sidewalks of Beale Street, the Civil Rights Museum, the 
halls of Stax Records, listen to  the sound of the million-dollar 
quartet and even visit where the King still lingers, Graceland.

Wait, there’s more for literature bu®s.   We may visit 
Oxford and the home of William Faulkner, the inspiration for 
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Yoknapatawpha County.   The area served as a base for the 
writings of Welty, Williams, Alexander, Foote, Gilchrist, Henley, 
Walker, Ambrose, my law school classmate Grisham, Iles, Percy, 
Barr, and Campbell.   Although he moved to the land of George 
Walker, we even claim Jimmy Bu®ett who was born here.

Mark your calendar.  We are planning a musical and literary 
adventure of a lifetime.    Please plan to tag a few days onto the 
Nashville meeting and join us.   And remember,  The Blues is 
Trouble. 

 

Put Your Hidden Talent 
to the Test in Music City
James Holland

As you walk the streets of Nashville, you soon realize that 
everyone who lives there is talented and perched, ready to break 
into the music business.   You will �t right in.   We know, ADTA 
members are more talented than most.  Here is your chance to 
shine your talent and have a little fun at the same time.  As we 
prepare for our meeting in Music City, we look to tap into the 
many hidden talents of our �ne members and their guests.  Yes, 
Bob Harrison, there will be celebrity judges and prizes.   If you 
have ridden on the last buses to leave our black tie events, you 
know we have abundant harmony wrapped in a very  thin veil 
of shyness.  Even the �ght songs . . . so many �ght songs. Put your 
talents to use and write, compose and even (for only the brave) 
perform cover or original work at our meeting next April.  We are 
working on the details, but here are some possible categories 
from which to choose:

•  Original music category (both serious and seriously 
comedic);

•  “I’ve got the ADTA Blues” lyric category;
• “ADTA Country” lyrics
• “ADTA Ole Brother Blue Grass” lyrics category; and
• “Elvis has le© the ADTA Hospitality Room” lyric category.
For our more serious geniuses, we introduce our serious 

original music category.   We have a logo, a website and a 
hospitality room, but what! No theme song?   Take the qualities 
of organization as described on our website and create lyrics and 
music.  Who knows, we may end up with a hit.

For our several comic geniuses, your chance has arrived in 
the seriously comedic original music category.   You know who 
you are.    

Blues.   Take your favorite blues ri®, a popular, known blues 
tune and create your own ADTA blues.   Remember, that “The 
Blues is Trouble.”   My favorite?   “My woman ran o® with the 
garbage man.”   Example? “I’ve got those Claims  May Tricks 
Blues, Sister.”

Country.   Boots, pick-up trucks, the rain, grits, tractors, 
darn ole trains, and lost love.  You know the themes.  Take your 
country music talent, hidden or not, and place your own words 
to an easily recognizable country tune. 

Bluegrass. Are you a woman or man of constant sorrow?   
Nothing can bring a smile to eternal misery like Bluegrass.   As 
long as it can be sung “with a purdy mouth” while picking a 
banjo, it will �t this grouping. 

More details to come in our next issue of the Press.  We may 
even disclose our �ne judges so that you can begin to campaign 
for votes for  your next hit.   Who knows, your work could hit 
the stage with a performance during our Annual Meeting in 
Nashville.  Don’t wait for your creative juices, get to work today.  
Write down those lyrics, practice them in the shower, but the 
time to start is now.  Music City awaits you.  Success awaits you.  
Your fans await you.

For more information on ADTA please contact:
Peggy Schultz, Executive Director

4135 Topsail Trail • New Port Richey, FL 34652
727.850.0350

pschultz@adtalaw.com
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